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ISRAELIS PROTEST MURDERS IN IRAQ Nork rarton o e {ris o eh s srag o e

NO REPRISALS

JERUSALEM (WSN) -- Is-

raeli officials indicated no
reprisal raid was planned
against Iraq for its publie,
eircus - like hanging of 14
persons, including nine
Jews, as Israeli spies, In-
stead, officials are confer-
ring with other governments
*and international organiza-
tions on ways to help Iragi
Jewish community which
Jerfisalem believes is ser-
lously threatened.

Israeli Prime Minister
Levi Eshkol said the char-
ges against the executed men
and another group of as many
as 65 defendents reportedly
already being tried ‘‘were
entirely baseless,” In an
emotional appeal in the
Knesset (Parliament) which
reflected the shock and an-
ger of Jews throughout the
world, Mr. Eshkol called on
the international community
to “‘rescue the remnants of
the Jewish communities in
the Arab countries,”

Noting that Iraqi leaders
told representatives from
other governments and in-
ternational groups they were
considering clemency ap-
peals “‘while the murderous
death sentences had already
been passed,”” Mr. Eshkol
said the only crime of nine
of the hanged men ‘ ‘was their
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George Berkson
Nathan Katz
Solomon Pardo
Louis Wiener
Josef Shlisky
Harry Lewis
Louis Nier
Abraham Goldfine
Osip Tarr
Jack Toscher
Samuel Minker
Max Rosenberg
Anna Blasband
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Sarah Zucker
Sarah Yuditsky
Charlotte Reed
Eileen V, Moss
Claire B, Levinson
Renee Manheim
Annette Riff
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Other Israeli leaders said

they believed the hangings

were “‘only the beginning.'*
Warnings from other Gov-
ernments against reprisal
raids were considered ir-
relevent becuase, officials
noted, the idea **is to save

lives, not to further endan--

ger them."" It was pointed
out that there are 2 500 to
3,000 Jews in Iraq, amny of
them in prison, and ‘‘the
Iragis consider themashos-
tages,"’

The view inJerusalem and
in Western capitals is that
the spy trials are being used
by a shaky and divided Iraqi
regime to eliminate political
enemies and bolster govern-
ment leaders by implicating
Israelis in internal plots. In
addition to ‘‘Zionist agents,*’
a number of former Iragi
offictals have been accused
of being traitors and the U-
nited States Central Intelli-
gence Agency has also been
implicated.
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