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In his latest book, '*The
Unlmportance of Being Os-
car,'' ( Putman: $5.95), Os-
car Levant Is once again the
ribald, outrageous, reputa-
tion-wrecking product of the
entertainment world who
writes with unhlushing proof
that he is alsn sentimental
and quite a charmer,

In one breath, he writes
of contemporaries; in
ther, of contemjitibles,

[.ike medieval satirists and

ano-

modern - day Jackie Leo-
nards and Don Rickleses,
(x:ear can ! anything he
chaoses aboul contemporary

clvilizalion and get away with
I' beoause averyone thinks
he's Kidding.
told Jascha Heifetz, who
was homba= vl with invita-
tion to dinner, ‘When he
heard 1hat one Jewish lady
enjoyed an enviable reputa-
tion as o Yiddish cool, Jas-
cha arcepted her lnvitation.
Inevitably, so overcoms by
the honor of having Heifetz
in her house, the hostess
lecidedd to rule out eustom-
ity Jewlsh  cuisine, Sho
hroke the famous violinist's
heart with half 1 eeg =4l

vl e i

Aefnre his tragle illness
srshwintold Levant
projacts he had in
mind - one to set the Gettys -
hurg Address to music and
the other to make an opera
of “"Die Golem,” a macabre
Yiddish legend that tells of
a rabbl in Prague assemli-
ling a mechanlcal man-mon-
ler,

Levant's chronlele told a-
hout songwriter Harold Ar-
len (Stormy Wealker,
Fall in Love

Lworge (e

of two

Let's
, That Old Black
Magic) who sings his own
tunes using a volce with the
tiinbre of an Hebrale chant
combined with the undulating
quaver of ‘a blues singer,
Arlen's father had been a
cdantor

lake away the mruiu of
Mary Martin's hnsnn. My
Hear! Baloas y Dad b w
nle Parler,'” .'.ai=1 Levant,

ind 1t's. one of the mos!
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Yiidish tanes ever written,”
Hum it and wvouu'll agree,
Oscar can't explain it be-
cause Porter’s genetic back -
zr o vis :ompletely alien
to anv Jewishness,

Levant mentions with
pride Chalm Weizmann,
whose inventions (synthetic
acetones for explosives) on
the English side, materially
helped England win World
War [, and who was largely
responsible for the nation of
Israel today,

When Mat¢ Beerbohm was

asked if he were Jewish
51 1 L :vant, he rose nobly
o the

occasion and replied,
“I regre!l to say that [ have
not a drop of Jewish blood
'n mv body, "

“* Robert Lowell confided
he's part Jewish,'" wrote
Levant, ‘‘Douglas Fair-
hanks, Sr., really Douglas
Ullman, was half Jewish,
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Starts Tonight

LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE

Richard Burton claims his
grandfather was half Jewish
which equips him with the
friendly argument that he’s
mor2 Yewish than his wile
Elizabeth Taylor. She cen
verted to Judaism during her
marriage to Mike Todd.”
Typiecal of his sick humor,
Levant defined chutzpah as
that quality which enables a
man who had murdered his
parents to throw himself on
the mercy of the court as
an orphan, He left it to
Buddy Hackeit fo define a
reformed Jew as one who
recognizes only five of the
Ten Commandments,

SUPPORT YOUR LAS
VEGAS ISRAELITE NOW
IN ITS 4TH YEAR OF CON-
TINUOUS WEEKLY PUBLI-
CATION.
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®#FREE PARKING IN REAR®
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ANSWERING SERVICE
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Flght of the Week
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psychedelic roller
coaster of an
experience.”
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hwm sur ROBERT WALKER [FRED CLARK/HERBERT LOM

STARTS |
TONITE

3 BIG HITS

STARDUST

* DRIVE-IN %
TRIF

OMN FARULOUS ST

" HATES TO HADLE'I:

{ *®A Real Swinger!**
— Mnaionary Nes

**Eve is half savage,
but all woman!®*

——————— the Tracing Posr

**UNCONVENTIONAL! >*

- Loologrcsl Socwty
** Free, Wild, and lh-aj‘!:"

#* NATURE I8 HER BAG!*®
—————— Jungie Times

2 She lills her own clothes! *?

Pyona Presa

EVERYBODY'S
TALKING
ABOUT EVE!

CHRISTOPHER LEE [CELESTE YARNALL as “Eve']

JOURNEY T0
THE’LOST GITY




