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helpful it is if we can give
ourselves the necessary
summons to the court of our
own judgment, before some
calamity occurs.

There are hundreds of
ways to drive home the value
of the holyday purgation. Let
me offer a trio of words
which may set up mental
chain reactions which will
perhaps suggest procedures
for reflective atonement,

My first word is solve. If
the holydays donothing more
than pin us down to a strong
effort to solve our dilemmas
they will serve a splendid
purpose, As the years race
by we leave many decisions
in the air, We find all kinds
of ruses to evade the need
through our alms in life and
our relations with members
of our family. Can we con-
centrate on getting rid of that
pernicious habit of procras-
tination to which we havebe-
come prey? Can we de-
termine what should be our
attitude towards our faith,
towards our relatives, our
community and world? Be
still, my soul, counsels Ju-
daism, and stop long enough
once and for all to solve
some of these quandaries,

The other holyday word is
akin to solve -- it'sdissolve,
Some of our problemscry out
for solution; some of our
attitudes and traits require
dissolution, We wouldbe a lot
more satisfied, we would be
much more useful if we

could, through a burst of
hoyday - augmented energy
throw off an eliminate ten-
dencies which are harmful
and deleterious.

Both solve and dissolve
are words related to the
kindred term, resolve, It
is now deemed almost fuddy-
duddy to talk about New Year
resolutions. They are the ob-
ject of derision rather than
decision. But in many re-
spects areturn totested pra-
ctices is urgently needed in
this world of ours, One car-
toonist shows an agitator
with a placard demanding
“The right to prevent
speech,” and labels it the
New Politics, If the new
politics or the mod approach
to decency add up to thedis-
regard of vital values we
should all plead guilty of ad-
hering to ‘‘old-fashioned"
virtues. Something old isnot
necessarily antiquated,

So let us not hestitate to
make certain resolves and
let us carry out these inten-
tions with unwavering re-
soluteness, Each ofus knows
best what would be most de-
sireable in the fashioning of
a better self, Under the im-
pressive impact of our holy-
day liturgy let us determine
to cease dilly-dallying and
shilly - shallying and take
stock of what we need for
our moral improvement,

Yes, if we can launch a
personal voyage into inner
space and seek solutions,
dissolutions and resolutions,
we will enter 5729 refresh-
ingly cleansed.
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