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and appreciate Regis Phil-
bin's role on the Joey Bishop
how, Which probably ex-
plains why ABC-=TV receiv-

«] more than 600 wires,
unl affiliate switchboards lit
up to circuit-breaking capa-
city on the night that Regis
quit the show, not to men-
tion thousands of follow=
up letters demanding the re-
turn of thelr favorite announ-

cer,
Many critics regard Re-
gis' presence as aimless, at
least one claiming, *‘If Joey
Bishop can't get going with-
oul artificial stimula-
tion of a fall guy, perhaps
he's not the star he thinks

the
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Only the peopleunderstand he is,”

Bishop disagreed. ‘‘Regis
isn't the fall guy.” said Joey.
“Tam.,”

Compare Regiswith Roch-
ester, urged Bishop. Ro-
chester wasn't the [fall guy.
He made Jack Benny the fall
guy, When Jack told Roches-
ter to buy gas for the car
and gave him 12 cents for
one gallon, Rochester said,
“Oh, Mr. Benny!" By mak-
ing Jack the dupe, Rochester
helped build the cheapness
image.

““When Sonny King or
kbddie Jackson corrected
Jimmy Durante's choice of
words they made Durante the
fall guy by building his mal-
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aproprian image, George
Burns fed Gracie Allen with
lines to draw out a fatuous
reply, helping to build heras
the Dumb Dora.”

Bishop offered Dan Rowan
as anofher example, By the
time Dan is through, Dick
Martin hasbecome victimiz-
ed as the bumbler,

“Those who claim I need
artificial stimulus by Regis
to make me a star really
mean comedy participa-
tion,"' said Bishop. ‘*At the
Las Vegas Sands Hotel, when
I was the opening comedy
act and Frank Sinatra was
the headlining star.I made
a fall guy out of Frank by
telling him to get off the
stage, Both Frank and I took
credit for the laugh. It took
both of us to get it, as it
takes both Regis and me to
get our laughs.”

Those who sell short Re-
gis' purpose in the opening
few minutes obviously miss
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the comedy-formula reason
for Regis’ announcing
chores. ‘“When he bubbles
over with, ‘Wait ‘til you see
the show that I lined up for
you, Joey," it’s suposed to
sound rediculous,’ said Bis-
hop, ‘‘because here we have
seven talent coordinators
and Regis is boasting that
John Wayne or Greer Gar-
son 1is appearing only be-
cause he knows the star
personally. If anyone is a
spot viewer and misses the
humor of Regis’ announce-
ment, naturally Regis’ parti-
cipation in that instance in-
vites a challenge instead of
the laughter it deserves.”

When Philbin sang ““Pen-
nies from Heaven’' in front
of Bing Crosby, he acted as
the perfect foil togive Cros-
by the laugh. When Bishop
shot a basket against Wilt
Chamberlain but The Stilt
stood under the basket and
pushed the ball out, Wilt,
like Regis, had made Joey
the fall guy,

Just because Jack Benny *

used Rochester, Jimmy Dur-
ante used Sonny King and Ed-

die Jackson, Lou Costello }

used Bud Abbott, The Three

Stooges used Ted Healey, '

Gracie Allen used George
Burns and Joey Bishop now
uses Regis Philbin - that
doesn’t mean that the par-
ties of the first partcouldn’t
get along without the artifi-
cial stimulation of the par-
ties of the second part and
were not the stars they
thought they were, Indivi-
dually, one represented ham;
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cop,
played in a fine tough under-

stated way by Frank Sinatra!
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52% of the nation is under 25 and they've got the
power...that's how 24 year old Max Frost

States...it's perhaps the most ¢ A
unusual motion picture you
will ever see!
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