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LETTER

by Trude B, Feldman
'S White House Co
Governor Spiro T. Agnew,
Republican Vice Presiden-
tial Nominee, echoes the op-
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inion of Presidential no-
minee Richard M, Nixon, that
““the Middle East is now
more explosive than is Viet-
nam',

During an exclusive inter-
view at Miami Beach’s De-
lano Hotel on the morning
after his nomination, Gov,
Agnew said that the ““tensions
which exist in the Mideast
are distressing to everyone””
and that it merits a great
amount of our time and at-
tention,

*‘Inasmuch as the violence
in the Mideast hasbeen spor-
adie, rather than sustained,
it merits more determined
attention on our part to keep
it from erupting,’ Agnew
said. I think the awful sam-
eness of the end products of
the widely divergent problems
in the Mideast are obviousto
all, however, the people in-
volved in the Mideast situa-
ton are more amenable to
negotiation If a third party
intermediary  acts  skijl-
fully.””

Replying todirect queryon
the subject of the plight of
Russian Jewry, Spiro Ag-
new--the Governor of Mary-
land - said he s familiar

ent

with the issue because he had
conferred with a group of
maryland rabbis in order
to support their effort to
direct attention to the
“wrongs committed against
the Jewish people in
Russia.”

When asked to expand on
his proposals to solutions
to this problem, Agnew said
he has written to President
Johnson and to many Con-
gressmen about the situa-
tion,

“I suggest we support
all attempts to remove any
type of discrimination or
fears of granting people an
equal opportunity, and the
right to live in peace under
law with justice," Agnew
replied, ““There s really
no activity that can be taken
other than to protest to the
government, sometimes, the
Government only responds to
the pressures of the people,
and the pressures that we
tried to generate were pre-
ssures from the total Amer-
ican community, not just the
Jewish community, because
what {s taking place in Rus-
sia {s not only a slap in the
face at the Jewish com-
munity, but a slap in the
face to America,”

Because there appears to

LAS VEGAS
be an emphasis on a Jewish
bloc vote -- particularly this
vear - | asked Gov. Agnew
for his thoughts on the sub-
ject,

““The J ewish bloc vote dis-
appeared as a vote when ra-
cial violence oceurred inour
cities,”” he answered, “Now,
the Jewish community feels
as [ do about this problem,
They are 100 per cent pro-
civil rights, That means equal
opportunity and education
and jobs and removal of dis-
crimination and the right to
demonstrate peacefully, 1
think there are still some
members of the Jewish com-
munity who are basically
sympathetic to anv kind of
activity by Negro militants
because thev are not toich-
ed by it, but there are many
in' the Jewish community -
the burned - out - mer-
chants and their relatives -
who have had enough of this_*"

As for President Johnson’'s
selection of Abe Fortas for
Chief Justice, Mr. Agnew
said he considers it a “good
appointment’*, and that For-
tas will make an “'excellent’’
Chief Justice, He added that
Fortas has proven himself
to be a *“‘pragmatic and ex-
tremely able judge and wi]l

"do a servicetoour country,""

Asked to comment on the
prevalent anti-Nixon feeling
among the Jewish popula-
tion Gov. Agnew said he is
aware of such a “‘whisper-
ing campaign’’, but because
the Jewish Community ‘'in-
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““THE CITIZENS OF THIS CITY CANNOT SAY ENOUGH IN PRAISE OF A QUALIFIED
POLICEMAN WHO DOES AN OUTSTANDING JOB, BUT AT LEAST THEY SHOULD
BE ABLE TO PAY ENOUGH.”
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[t enlarges the fund of knowledge of Jewish affairs.
It widens one's Jewish horizon and viewpoint,

It deepens one’s understanding of Judaism.

It stimulates Jewish solidarity and Jewish loyzity.

It promotes the highest interests of our people and our
faith.

It disseminates Jewish ideals.

It affords a medium wherein the Jewish people can
give expression to their charitable, social and cul-
tural enterprises, to their national life and insti-
totions, to their religious life and its various

manifestations.
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