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WASHINGTON

LETTER

by Trude B, Feldman
ISRAELITE'S White House Correspondent

ABE FORTAS, associate
Justice of the United States
Supreme Court, was nomi-
nated last week by Presid-
ent Lyndon B, Johnson ta
succeed Earl Warren as
Chiefl Justice, If hisnomina-
tion Is confirmed by the
Senate, Fortas will become
the first man of the Jewish
faith to serve as Chief Jus-
tice,

Fortas, whocelebrated his

98th birthday last week, was
born in Memphis, Tennes-
see. His father was a eab-
inetmaker, At age 13, Abe
captivated audiences when
he played the violin. And to
this very day, the Justice
uses the instrument -- with
professional skill - to en-
tertain friends,

Fortas, who will be the
15th jurist to fill the coun-
try's top judicial uffice, has
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been a personal friend of
President Johnson for thirty
years, He has also been the
President’s legal adviser,
both on a personal and ad-
ministrative level,

On July 28, 1965, Pre-
sident Johnson appointed him
to the highest court of the
land to fill the seat of for-
mer Justice Arthur Gold-
berg, It was Mr, Johnson’s
first appointee to the court,
Prior to that appointment,
Mr, Fortas had told the Pre-
sident that he would not be
an applicant, for a candidate,
or would not accept any ap-
pointment to any public of-
fice.

““This is as it should be,”
said Mr. Johnson, “for in
this instance, the job has
sought the man.”

Of Abe Fortas, the Pre-
sident observed: “For many,
many years, I have regard-
ed Abe Fortas as one of this
Nation's most able, and most
respected, and most out-
standing citizens -- a scho-
lar, a profound thinker, a
lawyer of superior ability,
and a man of humane and
deeply compassionate feel-
ings toward his fellow man-=-
a champion of our liberties,'"
The President added thathis
opinion is shared hy the le-
gal profession andby the Bar

™ of this country, by members

of the Congress and by the
leaders of business, and la-
bor and other sectors of our
naticnal life,

Abe Fortas received his
Bachelor’s degree at South-
western College in Memphis
and his law degreefrom Yale
University, During theyears
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country. He has also been
praised as a champion of
civil rights and of civil 1ib-
erties,

His wife, Carolyn Eugenia
Agger, is chief of the Tax
Division of Fortas’s former
law firm (now Arnold & Por-
ter), and is one of Wash-
ington’s leading tax attor-
neys.

Among the many audiences
recently addressed by For-
tas were Bar ITan University,
the Jewish Theological Se-
minary and the Hebrew Aca-
demy of Washington, At the
Hebrew Academy’s banquet
last year, Abe Fortas pre-
sented one of their Patron’s
with a special placque, The
honoree was Fortas’sfirend,
David Lloyd Kreeger, vice
chairman of the board of
Government Employees In-
surance Co,

Justice Warren, 77, whois
retiring after 15 years as
Chief Justice, praised For-
tas’s nomination and called
him an ‘able and experienc-
ed Jurist’, Mr, Warren add-
ed that Fortas is a scholar,
an administrator and a great
lawyer, “‘who I know will be
a great Chief Justice,”
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