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Rabbis' Bl of Rights

In the turmofil of our times, we oftentend to s ran-
sient values only because they serve as palifatives that
divert us from the pit, from tormenting dilemmas, This |5
particularly true in the area of religion, where it
come customary for laymen and men
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In our own Jewish enclaves too we seem t plagued PO ROY 14004 AT VECGAS WE
by the disease of diversion. And in our lr:-:.k.'uz .’f 5 , o ) '
for the ills that sap our vitality and drive our voung { Editor and Publishe
the fold, we more often than not ; i Business Manusgs s _ ea 1.
to the quack doctors and ther : Vegas Niws : Hyilene SMadlee
roots wich alone can give us sustenar ! Rena Nes hiesie Noiom. PR
speak these days of making Judaisr pro- Ty Ve ST T I P Rens IS I sl |
blems of the day -- which is all goc but {n
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in programs and efforts of vast social 4l - Mombher ol W onrlde rde N Sy i
plications, but in the process we too ofter ruard
our own vinyards,

This of course i{s no plea for isalationism iy for 2 f ’ : Fhad
balanced values, Of what avall is to if our {ldren take enerable rabbl must has | 3 forsboding of w2l wa
the path of social and political betterment if thev lose 1n ahead. As Mr. Bichard Korn. president of the A
the process the path to our own doors, as some of the )il for Tudaism, o & plutferm and introd
latest studies indicate, ed himsell lotheaud s the reaction $as one of

What, then, is the remedy” Rabbi Levi A, Olan_ in ous feron ATl s ¥ Fatering
opinion, placed his finger on the patient's pulse unctl ha & the Moscow
cautioned at the recent annual meeting of the r ha al ¢4 . xS wrie
Conference of American Rabbis that the Jewish nes d ouncr Lhere wa " £ deristy Ll
the moment is to combat what he called ““the dangers t with some peop] wIg zial of the coln
the American Jewish community stemming from the secu- F n a s 1 hmerican Jewis
lar-oriented synagogue in a God-ignoring soclet S units
precisely because of the secularizing of our sacr But if abbi had a toreboding tha evening mig
cincts that our young havebeendrivenaway from the - produce a m of K10 nol Nave Sense 1
gogues. Quite obviously, a synagogue that holc other  would br pan £ and nea .
attraction thanacollege campus will remain deserted b A K e auditoriy Fewas ap alr
young and the (ntellectual, r was for the first tm

What is required {s restoration of th kesman for rellgio T
place their original functions and freedom rabblsfrom U oviet Union and they were burning with the fever of
the *‘secularized’ laymen who dictate the functions of the expectation, Wwhat woagld he sav many were ard t
rabbinate in deflance of tradition, mur,

If we fail in this, the secularizing of the svnagogue The spectators seemed mindful ofthe factthat a religious
inexorably will lead to its closing, figure in the Svoiet Tnlor nol a2 master of his longuse

though perhaps of his thoughts., They did not expect the

‘a Chief Rabbl 1o portray Jewist life in tie Soviet Union tr

A %M A i the word [srae l.,- 1{ {t were anathema and that he petthe
By Nathan Ziprin mentionad $ion. traditionaliy: zecented by rellioas | ows

His beard flowed majestically over his face, concealing 25 the place whence came the las Be rusalem, @
nis years and the ravagesofan (linessthat aimost kept him e the word of God,
from coming to the United States, which might have been he Slorm aZains ribbi biroke oot ferociously when
a most merciful event in his life, But as Chief Rabbi Ye- A LteeoT ! reTOris TE ; £ rountr
huda Leib Levin of Moscow stepped on the pl rm facing hog! t e tualing . ” n S ETE a3t
an estimated audience of about 2,000 in the Hur lege solutely false and only designed to further the cold war
auditorfum he showed no signs of fatigue or concern over At this point. a noted Jew vell alandwriter
the possible mood of the spectators, ad- Tt s 2 lle, atalseho i 2 politicfan

Even before stepping to the mike on the platf C ne ter pr ting ter T TR een OUr COR
the colors in which they have emerged from visitors ] [ ! Iv because | know
to that country from abroad. Yet they were hopefil he alonie but 7
would be sufficiently courageous not to indulge inthe .’e.'-. -
illar semantics of the Soviet apologists. But for under- 4. Had he struck
standable reasons he chose another path and the chgrin

was sorely deep even among those in the audience who came

people sudden
thiose thoughts
to cheer, Many, paraphrasing the Biblical taleof Balaam that anilis
Sald we came to cheer but ended up jeering.
And yet there was something barbaric, uncouth, about were two parts
the outbursts. Here was the spokesman of a huge Jewish

quality -- one

d, quoting Bible,

community and a2 man of learning deserving of respect in
his own right and he was actually jeered off the platform.
Not having faced his dilemma how could they undertake
to judge him? The question tortured meas | watched what
to me appeared a made scene, as if from the script of
the way off brand of writers, And vet we must not judge
them harshly, for they were deeply moved, deep
ed, hurt and humiliated by what is happening to t
munity of Jews from which they sprang, :
feelings, they should have wept, but they found ar
outlet instead, not In agonizing silence but in noise
angry shouting,
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They expected the rabbi to say therewasno discrimina- ried ne
tion in the Soviet Union and thatJews were free to live and Hunter llege, Then there was a strange siler
function not unlike all other citizens of the country, unless Strigt.
of course he was suddenly seized by a moral complusion 2 Whi

for which he would have to pay a tragic price for himself " T A e SRR

msell ment e T3 1 was Rack in'the Tonm f'his hiotel, 2 man
and for Soviet Jewry alike. BJ e kept on harping alone, probably wondering abiout the hardshine in the o
on the theme time after time nce tired inunbe- | versine of thr roads, '
lief and in wonderment to the pc:'n: of drowning out his § FORGOT TO SEND MY $1 BSC RIFTION
words with charges of falsehood, deception. One voung OY LAS VE(.AS ISRAELITE BOX $4§
lady in the back of me, a student at Hunter College, re- VEY LAS VEGAS NEVADA &%
marked to her escort she was reminded of Shakespeare’s

phrase about protesting too much. Hisconstant hammering
on the theme of lack of discrimination and anti-Semitism
in the Soviet Union was jarring to most of the Jewish ears
in the audience, many of them coparatively
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