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gregate was generally more subdued, except of course on

the frequent occasions when they were engaged in literary
political or personal feudes. At all times, the actors seem-

ed to be beyond the pale of the dreamers.
At its heyday, the Cafe Royal fevered with Jewish

writers, intellectuals, poets, actors, playwrights, produ- -

cers, journalists, bon vivants and what then seemed to

us the younger set an array of the most beautiful, most

interesting and most exotic women in the world. Such was
its fame as a literary cafe that it attracted celebrities
from every part of the world anrl in cvorv fioin t h
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was one of the rarest enclaves in the world attrartinc k
the elite, ttie poor, the rich, dignitaries and charlatans M

purists and gamblers and such disparate segments as 1
writers and actors.

For some reason have never been able to fathoi S
why. the Yiddish poets and writers of belle letters always F
kept themselves aloof in one corner of the cafe as if bv 8
silent agreement with the more talkative actors One 0
could tell which was the actors' corner bv its pxubeYai.ce 0
and the exhibitionism of its occupants, its gaietv and 0
the string of unusually, and at times exoticaJlv, dressed U

women. The corner where the writers . n
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as the payoff. Keno is a glorified, game
There are eighty numbers, of which 20 are selected You
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By Nathan Ziprin

The Second Avenue pastures are now brsrelv
seared to me yet the urge to return in nostalgic memorv

is often irresistable.

What beckons most is the Cafe Royal, where spent
more days and nights than care to

remember, talking
about the sacred and mundane, discussing art, listening
to gossip, evaluating the girls, playing pinnochle and rest-

ing from the turmoil of the street.

There were many stories circulating about the cafe

among them one that its last owner won it in a pinnochle

game. However, whatever the legend, the truth is that it
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