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Saint  Meinrad, Indiana,
“‘Pluralism (s something
more than the simple condi-
tionn of man; [t is the will
aof God," a leading Jewish
theologlan declared in the
course af an mu-rer.'edemed
four-day dialogne here with
one of Europe's most bril-

liamt voung Catholic scho=
lirs,

lir, Arthur Hertzberg,
l.ecturer in History at Col-

nmisia University and Rabbi
M Temple Frmanu-El, Engle-
woienl, New JTersey, examined
dirlaus aspects of the theme,
ieligion and the Modern
Worlid: Jewish and Christian
Perspectives,'” with Father
Lot wnne Baptist  Metz,
Professor of Fundamental
[Heology and Dean of the
ithloliec Theological Facu-
of the University of Muen-
ter, Fathier Metz made a
pecial trip o the Unjted
tates to take part an this
il ege,
unprecedented col-
Femim, which took place at
1. Meinrad Sehool of Theo-

™
i
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logy, was co-sponsored by
Saint Meinrad and the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee,

In his lecture Rabbi Hertz-
berg said: ““The definition of
Maimonides of the Messianic
age is that it will be a world
of justice and peace inwhich
the varving communities of
man will continue to exist.
The confrontation with secu-
lar ideology at this moment
in history has to be a con-
frontation with the whole of
the religious and cultural
tradition of the West, "'

He continued: “If plura-
lism is, indeed, the will of
Godd, then He has created
these diverse traditions and
outlooks as correctives of
each other. If God is larger
than the church or svna-
gogue, then something of
what He wants is present in
m_"'?]r idealogies, All of us
toezether are subject to one
ultimate judgment, that we
should labor for the mini-
mim of constraint uponeach
other, the barest minimum
that is necessary for social
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order,’’

Both Father Metz and Rab-
bi Hertzberg agreed that we
are living in a secularized,
pluralistic “world in which
religion has a definite role
to play.

Father Metz said that the
Christian eschatological
message (of Hope and Faith)
was not 2 private concern but
a public one in which the
church must unite with other
groups to work for peace,
social justice and the pro-
tection of the oppressed.

““While the technological
planners work on one level
to achieve these ends, the
role of the church is to act
as a responsible critic,”
Father Melz said,

““Whereas political, ideo-~
logical institutions limit
their goals and define the
means for attaining them, the
institution of the Church
must go further,” according
to Father Metz, saying it
must protect the sanctity of
the individual so that he
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vast computer, and deal with
those problems of personal
survival that are not relat-
ed to the politic-economic
state.

To the extent that Chris-
tian and Marxist goals to
improve the future of manon
earth are similar, they can
work together, Father Metz
said.

The Church, he continued,
should not, therefore, be a
“tranquilizing force®’ focus-
sing hope on the after world,
but should be ‘*a litigant in
man's suit for a better life
on earth,”’

Conceding that, histori-
cally, the Church has more
often been counter-revolu-
tionary than revolutionary,
Father Metz declared that
the institution of the Chureh
must be prepared to be the
object of eriticism as well
4s a critie, if it is to have
credibility,

Babhi Hertzberg pointed
out that while the Jewsbene-
fited from the Enlightenment
by gaining eivic equality,
they have always beena
group outside of the estab-
lishment., “Judaism, both as
a faith and as a self-image
of the individual Jew, was
not more at home in the
new age than it had been in
the older, medieval ones,*
he said, Today, in this plur-
alist world, he says, Clirist-
fanity' is also a dias-
pora community as is Mar-
xism,

In hisremarksatthe open-
ing session, Rabbi Marc H,
Tanenbaum, Director of In-
terreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee
said; ""The dialogue between
a leading Catholic and a Jew-
ish  scholar devoted toa

* searcliing examination of the

relationship of Christianity

and Judaism to the modern
world has meaning beyond
the inherent value of their
intellectual probings, It de-
monstrates that both Ju-
daism and Christianity, con-
fronted by common chal-
lenges of secular modernity,
have profound insights to
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contribute out of their re-
spective and differing his-
tories and traditions which
are mufually complementary
as well as mutually correc-
tive,”

(To Be Continued)
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