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tells about her famed father, his early life, his business
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ventures and failures, his first steps toward writing,
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his happy relationship with his children and all mem-

bers of his family and his contacts with some of the lead-

ing literary of his time. But above all, it is a significant

contribution to an understanding of one of the most lumin- - I HflNH9"888fil
ous pages in Jewish living in the suffocating enclaves of

Eastern Europe the remarkable burgeoning of Yiddish yJBI
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Old cliches die hard. The oldest about Sholom Aleichem

A is that he was a "Jewish Mark Twain," an identification

faaajaaa.
t0 whlcn even his daughter, Marie Waife Goldbere, falls

V U Prev in hr memoir, My Father, Sholom Aleichem, re- -
cently published by Simon & Schuster.
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Of course there are comparisons between the two men,
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but onlv in the sense 0131 a11 writers in a way have com- -

" ' V mon threads. Both were men of profound wit, both dre-

0fj A
on folk wisdom for their material, both were magfcTans

frtClAtf. of the P811 Dotn were veritable treasures of laughter.
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in language but even in their indigenous humor. It looks
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fine in print to of S101001 Aleichem that he was a

"
- "Jewish Mark Twain," but it is a formulation that dis- -

torts the pictures of both men.
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"aPPy Holiday u?aVkind of a man was Shl Aleichem- -
Mrs.

does not give a complete answer, ob--
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because of her proximity to the subject. What she

d0"e nowever " ?nd mostIXOtH excellently - - was to

Pr"i Plcture 0f hr famed father through intimate

I hitherto unpublished family stories, interspersed with

WALKER FURNITURE CO LI 'material sheddin& nSM on the literary
Pa

hts
of her ther. The author does not pretend to write

a llterary history, yet the book abounds with many rnov- -

Z?44404 (fneeUtQ Sfatfelineating
Sholom Aleicnem's literary ts

Sholom Aleichem in his day was the most popular
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, w w w www i me siueu nau iouna aistination as in no

I l" other writer of tne time, even Mendele Mocher Sforim
the Grandfather of Yiddish literature. But while Mendele's
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GREFTINtC! symbolism Has l- -u rrxl :ar;:,iy by the

tragically sweeping changes of our generation, Sholom
Aleichem has survived not along because humor is -

0 AAI OtO 4 destructible but because he mastered the art of pure story
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the art f elevatin the Personal experience to

I lfimm of commori recognition and acceptance Be- -
1 WpfT

cause hls canvas was of real people, it has retained re- -

C markable freshness even thoush the wori" of Sholom
1 Aleichem has collapsed under the turmoil and brutality
m of the new age.

Continental There has been much speculation whether the characters
Sholom Aleichem immortalized in his works were con- -
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or real- From nis daughter's memoir we learn

rtgency most f thera were real. But whether they Were real or

(Selected personnel for your neHl
imaginary, the more important thing is that the people
of toe shtetlach and the milieu in which they lived are

BAB TEMPORARY SERVICES destined to go on living eternally in the pages of this
master even though time and poisoned swords have largely

I WISHES ALL OUR FRIENDS AND TT
was able to portray that vanished

world because he was rooted in it deeply and agonizingly.

NEIGHBORS A VERY HEALTHY
He combined in nim Tevyeh, Menachem Mendel and all

the wondrous characters who survived adersity only be- -

cause they could laugh it off. In fact, the story of his fin- -

AND taJiJJu ancial dealings and frequent failures could well have been

rrciflpy fa4AHA&l penned by one of his characters.

Yet, it would be a mistake to regard Sholom Aleichem

as merely a wit, a humorist. Many of his pages are dipped

IQMpV
in red ink that came from a bleeding heart. When he
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laughed, it was often "wigh yascherkes," an inimitable

onager Baaafl and untranslatable Yiddish expression meaning laugh- -

' 7 ing when it hurts, out of agony, out of bitterness, out of

dismay.
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