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JERUSALEM (WNS) What is the West Wall? Is ita
holy place or a historical site? Knesset currently is
grappling with the problem in the light of unanticipated
developements, When a noted Israeli archaeologist re-
cently requested permission for an excavation team to
search for antiquity in the area of what has been known
formerly as the Wailing Wall, he encountered opposition
from Orthodox elements, including the Chief Rabbinate,
on the ground that the excavators mightdiscoverand enter
the site of the Holy Temple which none but the High
Priests were permitted to enter under Biblican injunc-
tion. The Orthodox were later overruled by the Minis-
try of Interior, which limited the area of excavation,
but Orthodox opposition persisted. Now the matter is in
the hands of Knesset, whose internal affairs committee
has visited the area with a view to making a determina-

tion that is sure to arouse controversy whichever way
it goes,

NEW YORK: The Joint Distribution Committee will

increase expenditures for its Malben program in Israel
by more than $857,000 this vear,

WASHINGTON (WNS) President Johnson, on receiving
Israel’s new Ambassador to the United States, Major
Gen, Yitzhak Rabin, said he was deeply concerned at the

continuing tension and repeated conflicts between Israel
and its neighbors,
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