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POLISH ANTI-SEMITISM

(Continued from Pagel)
3-1/2 million Jews destroy-
ed or dispersed as a result
of the Nazi holocaust, have
been so designated.

“Ironically, Pol'sh Jewry
represents & community that
contains a high percentage of
elderly persons, as well as
those who chose to remain
after World War Il in order
to participate in the politi-
cal, cultural, and economic
reconstruction of the
country, :

““An intensified anti-Jew=
ish campaign, whichappears
to be generating a program
atmosphere among Polish
Jews, was heralded by Slowo
Powszechne, the newspaper
of Pax, the pro-Communist
Catholic lay movement, The
Communist official who
heads the movement, Bole-
slaw Piasecki was the chief
of the pre-World War 0O
‘Falanga,” a semi-legal,
conspiritorial, and pro-fas=-
cist nationalist movement.
Piasecki found it simple to
switch allegiances after the
war, and with state help he
built up the pax movement
into an organization with
considerable influence,

“Two years ago, the A=
MERICAN JEWISH COM-
MITTEE pointed out that an-
ti-Semitism was on the rise
within the Communist Party,
with one wing of ‘partisans’
or nationalists using anti-
Semitism to enchance its
position. In a country where
the economy is faltering and
life is still harsh, the Jew=
ish minority was a conven-
ient target, Latent, but vi-
rulent, anti-Semitism was
also -xacerbated by an in-
ternal party struggle to eli-
minata the influence of ‘in-
tellectuals’ and elevate
‘workers' to leadership.

““The hard-line, pro-Stal-
inist clique has pressed for
harsher measures aginst
‘restless intellectuals’,
blaming them as well for
many of Poland's economic
ills, Until recently, the
campaign produced official
harassment of writers and
journalists but restrict-
ed anti-Jewish sentiment
to party circles,

““In the wake of the June,
1967, Six Day War in the
Middle East, . party chief
Wladvslaw Gomulka, taking
his lead from an anti-Jew-
ish propaganda offensive
launched in the Soviet Union,
fhreateped Polish Jews and
intellectuals with reprisals
if they showed any signs of
support for Israel. This
marked a reversal of liber-
al pro-Jewish policies of the
last decade, It wasalsotaken
as a sign that the hard line,
anti-Semitic party faction,
led by the Minister for In-
ternal Affairs, Mieczyslaw
Moczar, had gained the up-
per hand over the moderate
wing, This led to the dis-,
missal, a few months ago, -~
of some Jews from govern=-
ment service, It also caus-
ed the suspension of relief
activities among old and in-
digent Jews, by the Jaint
Distribution Committee, and
the closing: of ORT training
centers that had been open
to all Polish citizens,

‘“The official reactions to
the current wave of protests
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and fraditional anti-Semi-
tism to the surface, and
aceelerated the dismissal of
Jews from academic and
leadership circles. Jewish
institiutions, which had been
permitted to develop, have
been viriually accused of
treasonous act as ‘‘instiga-
tors’ of the riots, or of
being ‘Zionist,” Of ominous
import is the condemnation
by a leading newspaper,
Kurier Pol!ski, of the stu-
dents and youth, Babel Club
within the Communist -
endorsed Cultural and Social
Union of Polish Jews, The
club and Po. sh Jews have
been made to bear the sole
responsibility for demon-
strations that reportedly at-
tracted tens of thousands of
students and adults in War-
saw alone,

““We are painfully remind-
ed, in this instance, of the
anti-Semitic Stalinist purges
that swept Eastern Europe
in the 1950s, when Jews
were euphemistically label-
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led as ‘bourgeois cosmopoli-
tans,’ Today, Polish Jews
are denounced as ‘Zionist,’
implying they are dis]oyal,

“We snugder to think that
a shift away from libera-
lism, with a concomitant at-
tack on Polish Jews, is in
the making, Any sign of a
return to pre-war Polish
anti-Semitism, as intimat-
ed by the free hand given
to known anti-Semites like
Piesecki and Moczar, must
be eradicated. If nof, anti-
Jewish manifestationsin Po~
land, including economic ru-
prisals agaiast fathers
whose sons were allegedly
involved in student unrest,
can only be interproted as a
sign that those Jews who sur-
vived the Na:i ; rsecutions
will find themselves once
again the victims of new
Nazi-like .,'rages, This is
an issue tha! must engage

all men of sood will, r:z-

gardless of the social or
political

system in which
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GROUPS - CLUBS
ORGANIZATIONS

(Fund Raising)

Complete Toun Packages
5 Day Las Vegas Special!

INCLUDES:
®Round Trip Air Transportation

® Rooms @Food ®Beverages

@Sight Seeing

All At One Low Price

CONTACT:
Art J. Strahl, Pres.
Celebrity Tours
650 Pleasant Street
Brockton, Mass. 02401
Phone 617 /587-8506

Also complete packages — Puerto - London - Aruba
Portugal - Hawaii

Most Experienced Specialists in the World

® Transfers
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FINEST CASINO OF ITS ITS SIZE IN NEVADA
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$500 BLACKOUT

Bonus Gifts To Slot , Keno
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AND COLOR CONSOLE TV

------------------------ A A e e e e e e % e e e e e e e e e e

CONTINUOUS ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY FROM § P.M. 2

DINNER
S|4 g

i o T -
S ORI PR R S NN T tatets e S P R A

- ad . M Ve M s VL e

ey B3



