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LONDON (WNS) Last June's Six Day War with its Arab
neighbors cost Israel 1 billion, 120 million dollars it was
disclosed here by Israel’s Finance Minister Pinhas Sap-

* ir in the course of an address before 400 leaders of Brit-

‘ish Jewry at the national convention here of the Joint Pal-
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WE BrightensS erulcemen

NEW YORK -- In its worldwide Hanukkah arrangements
for Jewish military personnel, the National Jewish Wel-
fare Board (JWB) has given special attention to brighten-
ing the festival celebrations of Jewish men and women
serving in Vietnam and of the Vietnam wounded who are
in military hospitals throughout the Pacific area,

As gifts, the men in Vietnam will receive books, re-
cords, religious items, toiletry kits, games, decks of play-
ing cards, paints and canvas, and other items which were
sent to them by the JWB Women's Organizations’ Ser-
vices, Numerous requests for cameras, flashlights, bat-
tery-operated fans and even a television set for a small
installation near the demilitarized zone were filled, For
the Jewish nurses and other Jewish women on duty in
Vietnam, there will be kits containing cosmetics, soap
and other toiletries,

Jewish chaplains in Vietnam, Korea, Italy, Germany,
Turkey, North Africa, the Aleutian Islands, several Paci-
fic outposts and in all other overseas and domestic
areas where Jewish servicemen are stationed will con-
duct candlelighting services during Hanukkah, the eight-
day Festival of Lights which begins at sundown on Tuesday
December 26, At many installations, chaplains will have
¢‘latke parties” for adults and special Hanukkah parties for
the children of their religions schools, Holiday obser-
vances will also be held in Veterans Administration hos-
pitals,

JWB’s Hanukkah arrangements were started last August
to make sure that Jewish servicemen and their wives and
children will receive individually - wrapped gifts at
Hanukkah time. JWB’s Commission on Jewish Chapliancy,
Women’s Organizations’ Services and Armed Forces and
Veteran Services spearheaded these plans. JWB ‘Serve-A"’
and Armed Services Committees, congregation sister-
hoods, Jewish Community Center Women’s Groups and
B'nai B’rith Men and Women combined their efforts
through the JWB Women’s Organizations’ Services, Lo-
cal JWB Armed Forces and Veteran Services Committees
will cooperate in organizing Hanukkah observances for
Jewish men in uniform and their families on and off mili-
tary bases, Hanukkah gifts, menorahs, candles and decora-
tions have been sent to the 17 USO Clubs in Vietnam and
Thailand to bring the holiday feeling to the Jewish men dur-
ing their few leisure hours.

Chaplains Sholom Gliksman, Gerry J. Rosenberg and
Sheldon M, Kirsch, the three Jewish chaplains in Viet-
nam, will have the cooperation of chaplains of other faiths
in the distribution of Hanukkah gifts which were sent to
the men by JWB on behalf of the American Jewish com-
munity. Congressman Joseph Resnick of Ellenville, New
York. wili disieDile haadrals of Haoakkah Zi0s i e
name of JWB during his visit to Vietnam,

Jewish Women’s Associations, the Jewish sisterhoods
a' military installations, received gifts for disi=")ilioa
a1l sirzastions for Hanukkah programs and activities
from the JWB Women’'s Organizations’ Services, including
recipes for home-made potato pancakes,

The Women’s Organizations’ Services is composed of
the following nine national Jewish women’s groups: Hadas-
sah, National Bureau of Federated Women’s Organiza-
tions, National Council of Jewish Women, National Federa-
tion of Temple Sisterhoods, National JWB Jewish Com-
munity Center Services, National Women’s League of the
United Synagogue of America, United Order of True Sis-
ters, the Women’s Branch of the Union of Orthodox Jew-
ish Congregations of America and the Women’s Division
of the American Jewish Congress,

JWB is the agency accredited by the U, S, Defense
Department to meet the religious, morale and welfare
needs of Jewish military personnel, their dependents
and hospitalized veterans, It is a beneficiary of the Great-
er New York United Jewish Appeal and of hundreds of
Jewish federations and Welfare funds outside of New
York, and is a USO member agency,
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natural course of history through the ages.

the people of Leipsig during the 50 Years War in the
17th century. As an offer of gratitude, he set up a lighted
tree in a church on Christmas Day.

Presbyterians and Puritans ignored
night of December 25, 1776, George Washington crossed.
the Delaware River to defeat the Hessians celebrating
Christmas at Trenton.

Fantasy had Santa arriving in a cart, a wagon, on
mule, drawn by goats and other means of tramsportation
until Clement Moore’s “A Visit From St. Nicholas” in 1822,
and thereafter the popular comception was a sled drawn
by reindeer. In 1847, the first classroom Christmas tree
was decorated in a New York City Episcopalian Sunday
School.

The individual states commenced declaring Christmas
a legal holiday. Alabama, which, like all southern states
celebrated Dec. 25 with fireworks a la Fourth of July, was
the first, in 1836, and the rest followed suit; California,
1851; Nevada, 1861; Utah, 1882; etc., with Oklahoma being
last in 1890.

As late as 1855, all religions were still not in accord in
their tolerance of the holiday. The Dec. 26 edition of that
year’s New York iTmes stated: Churches of Presbyterians,
Baptists and Methodists were not open yesterday. They do
not accept the day as Holy one, but Episcopalian, Catholic
and German churches were upen. Inside they were decked
with evergreens. However, by 1880, all evangelical
churches were accepting Christmas.

Passing of Christmas gifts in those days was not emph-
asized, except the wealthy were expected to be generous to
ghepoo'r. In the middle of the 19th century, due to the
influence of Charles Dickens’ writings, singing of Christmas
ic:rlc;l;ﬁ became prevalent, and the sending of cards began

The classic editorial which began, “Yes, Virginia, there
is a Santa Claus,” in response to a child’s guery, was writ-
ten by Francis Church for the New York Sunm of Dec. Z1st,

in recent years Santa Claus has become to be kmown

co . A Pennsylvania judge ruled in
y doubters of Santa Claus who appeared before
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thorough, impelling Roman Catholics,
, Episcopalians and Jews, to band together in
Milwaukee in 1949 and decree to put Christ back into
Christmas.

Today Jehovah's Witnesses and members of the
Christian Science faith oppose the tree, festive lights and
Santa and other secularization of the holiday. But they
have deep reverence for the religious observance.

Meanwhile millions of non-Christian homes in scores
of non-Christian countries, including Japan and India, have
taken unto their own the kindness and charity and cheer of
Christmas and proudly display decorated -and lit trees on

December 25th. it
true sense of Chrisimas has not
the Spirit of Christmas has over-
l-eallhlullllt in the four




