5 b

PAGE EIGHT

We t herewith the
full mt of "Guld.llnu for
Catholic-Jewish Relations®®
relecsed lost week In Wash-
ington the Commission
for Catholic-Jewish Re-
lations of the Naotional Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops.

Perspectives

IN ITS DECLARATION on the
Relationship of the Church to
Non-Christian Religions of 1965,
the Second Vatican Council issued
2 historic Statement on the Jews
and summoned all Catholics to
reappraise their attitude toward,
and relationship with, the Jewish
people.

The statement was, in effect,
a culminating point of initiatives
and pronouncements of recent
Pontiffs and of mumerous en-
deavors in the church concerned
with Catholic-Jewish harmony. It
was also the point of conver-
gence of many insights opesned
by Pope Paul’s Encyclical Ec-
clesiam Suarm and the Council’s
Constitution on the Church and
Decree on Ecumenism.

- The call of the council to a
fraternal encounter with Jews
may be seen, further, as one
of the more important fruits
o( the spirit of renewal gen-
crltod by the council in its
deliberations and decrees. Was
it not indeed the council’s re-
sponse to Pope John XXII's
famous words in which he em-
braced the Jewish people: “I

"It is undersfood H'laf
proselytization is to be
carefully avoided in the

dialogue.”

am Joseph your brother”’ (Gen.
45:4)
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MORE SPECIFICALLY, the
council’s call is an acknowledg-
ment of the conflicts and ten-
sions that have separated Chris-
tians and Jews through the cen-
turies and of the church’s deter-
mination, as far as possible, to
eliminate them. Well does it
serve both in word and action
as 2 recognition of the manifold
sufferings and injustices inflicted
upon the Jewish people by Chris-
tians in our own times as well
as in the past. The statement
speaks from the highest level
of the church’s authorityto serve
notice that injustices directed
against the Jews at any time
from any source can never re-
celve Catholic sanction or sup=
port.

The message of the council’s
statement is clear. Recalling in
moving ter ms the “‘spiritual bond
that ties the people of the New
Covenant to Abraham’s stock,”

the Fathers of the Council re--

mind us of the special place
Jews hold in the Christian out-
look, for ‘‘now as before God
holds them as most dear for the
sake of the patriarchs; He has
pot withdrawn His gifts or call-
m‘l'
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JEWS, THEREFORE, the Fath-
ers caution, are not “to be pre-
sented as rejected or accursed
by God, as if this followed from
holy scriptur<.” The Passion of
Jesus, moreover, ‘“cannot be at-
tributed without disi:nction to all
Jews then alive, nor can it be
attributed to the Jews of today.”
The church, the statement de-
clares,

From Cleveland Jewish News

Catholic Guid

“decries haired, perse-
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Focus Is on Church’s 'Historic Opportunity’ to
Advance the Cause of Cafhohc-J_emsh Harmony-

cutions, displays of anti-Semi-
tism directed against the Jews
at any time and by anyone.*

In light of these principles
the Fathers enjoin that ‘‘all see

to it that nothing is taught, either

in catechetic work or in the

preaching of the Word of GOd...... s R A A

that does not conform to the =
truth of the Gospel and the spirit
of Christ.”

Rather should Christians and
Jews “further their mutual
knowledge of and respect for one
another, a knowledge and respect
deriving primarily from biblical
and theological studies and fra-
ternal dialogues.”
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RESPONDING TO the urgency
of the Concliiar Statement on the
Jews, our American Bishops have
established, as part of their Com-
mission for Ecumenical Affairs,
a sub-commission for Catholic-
Jewish Relations, with Bishop
Francis P. Leipzig of Baker,
Ore., as chairman, Bishop
Aloysius J. Wycislo of Chicago,
Ill., as vice chairman, and the
Right Rev. George Higgins as
secretary. This subcommission
will devote itself exclusively to
Catholic-Jewish affairs. The
guidelines which follow, compos~
ed by the subcommission, are
designed to encourage and as-
sist the various dioceses of the
country in their efforts to put
into action at all levels of the
Church the council’s directives.

The church in America isfaced
with a historic opportunitytoad-
vance the cause of Catholic-
Jewish harmony throughout the
world-=-an opportunity to con-
tinue the Teadership taken in
that direction by our American
Bishops during the great debate
on the statement at the council.

L

IN THE United States lives
the largest Jewish community
in the world. In the United States,
a2 land that has welcomed im-
migrants and refugees from per-
secution, the church has com-
mitted herself without reserve
to the American ideal of equal
opportunity and justice for all.
In such a setting the church in
America today is providentially
situated to distinguish itself in
pursuit of the purposes of the
council’s statement.

It is our prayerful hope that
the norms and recommendations
of these guidelines will prove
helpful to American Catholics
in attaining this noble objective.

General Principles

1. It is recommended that in
each diocese in which Jews and
Christians live a commission
or secretariat, or some mem=-
ber thereof, be assigned to Cath-
olic-Jewish affairs.

2. In keeping with the spirit
of the Council’s Declaration or
Ecumenism, Catholics should
take the initiative not only in
Catholic-Protestant and Ortho-
dox affairs, but also in foster-
ing Catholic-Jewish understand-
ing. Public and formal projects,
however, should have the ap-
proval of the Ordinary of the
diocese.

3. The general aim of all
Catholic-Jewish meetings is to

increase our understanding both
of Judaism and the Catholic faith,

eliminate sources of tension and
misunderstanding, initiate dia-

“Prayer in common with Jews should..
be encouraged, especially in matters
of common concern, such as peace and

the welfare of the community.”

Ianu or conversations on dif-
ferent levels, multiply intergroup
meetings between Catholics ana
Jews, and promote cooperative
4. These meetings should be
marked by a gemuine respect
for the person and freedom of
all participants and a willing-
ness to listen and to learn from
the other party. They should be
jointly planned and developed.
5. In order to avoid possible
apprehensions concerning the ob-
jectives of these meetings, their
scope and confines should be
mutually agreed upon inadvance.
6. It is recommended that in
order to maintain the dialogue
on the highest possible level
its organization be accomplished
in consultation with those ex-
perienced in the structural, doc-
trinal and interpersomal skills
which the dialogue requires.

7. It is understood that pros-
elytizing is to be carefully avoid-
ed in the dialogue, the chief
aim of which, as Cardinal Bea
has pointed out in his The Church
and the Jewish People, ‘'is .not
specifically concerned withthe
differences between Christianity
and other religions, that istosay,
with the characteristic features
of the former, but rather withthe
points which it has in common
with other faiths.*

8. Prayer in common with
Jews should, whenever it isfeas-
ible, be encouraged, especially
in matters of common concern,
such as peace and the welfare
of the community. Needless to
say, such prayers should meet
the spiritual sensibilities of both
parties, finding their inspiration
in oyr common faith in the one
God.

Recommended Programs

1. Catholic-Jewish relations
should be advanced on all levels;
clerical and lay, academic and
popular, religious and social.

2. A favored instrument is the
dialogue, a form of group con-
versation in which competent
participants discuss assigned
topics or themes in openness,
candor and friendship. Those not
well versed in interreligious ai-
fairs run the risk of unwittingly
offending by inaccurate portrayal
of each other’s docirine or way
of life.

3. Diocesan and parochial or-
ganizations, schools, colleges,
universities, and especially sem~
inaries should organize pro-

grams to implement the state-
ment.

4. The pulpit should also be
used for expounding the teach-
ings of the statement and ex-
horting participation in programs
fitted to the parochial level.

5. School texts, prayerbooks
and other media should, under
competent auspices, be examined
in order to remove not only those
materials which do not accord
with the content and spirit of
the statement, but also those

which fail to show Judaism’s
role in salvation-history in any
positive light.

6. It is recommended that
Catholic - Jewish understanding
be fostered effectively at the
popular level by means of so-
called ‘‘open houses® in places
of worship, mutual visits to
schools, joint social events and
“living room dialogues.™

7. Catholic~-Jewish cooperation
in the field of social action de-
signed to promote public wel-
fare and morality should be en-
couraged.

8. Orientation and resource
material for the foregoing
recommendations may be sought
from the various Catholic and
Jewish organizations that have
been active in the field of Chris-
tian-Jewish relations. It is also
suggested that contact be made
with Protestant agencies and
leadership experts in this area
of endeavor.

9. While popular ‘‘grassroots®®
programs to improve Catholic
Jewish relations must be pressed
forward without delay, slower
and deeper explorations of per-

tinent issues byCatholicand Jew-
ish scholars must also be given
a high priority. Since many of
the problems in this area of
Catholic-Jewish relationsare in-
tellectual in nature, research
in history, psychology, socivlogy
and the Bible by individual Cath-
olic and Jewish scholars as well
as collaborative scholarlyenter~
prises are to be highly com-
mended.

10. The following themes
which, among others, are viewed
by Christian and Jewish dialo-
gists as important issues affect-
ing Christian-Jewish relations
merit the attention and study
of Catholie educators and
scholars.

a. Scholarly studies and edu-
cational efforts to show common
historical, Biblical, doctrinal and
liturgical heritage shared by
Catholic and Jews, as well as
their differences.

b. As the statement requires,
the presentation of the Crucifix-
fon story in such a way as not
to implicate all Jews of Jesus's
time or of today in a collective
guilt for the crime.

¢. In keeping with the state-
ment’s strong repudiation of anti-
Semitism, a frank and honest
treatment of the historyof Chris=
tian anti-Semitism in our history
books, courses and curricula.

d. A study of the life of Jesus
and of the primitive churech inthe
setting of the religious, social,
and cultural features of Jewish
life in the first century.

e. An explicit rejection of the
historically inaccurate notion
that Judaism of that time, espe-
cially that of Pharisaism, was a
decadent formalism and hypoc-
risy, well exemplified by Jesus®
enemies.

f. An acknowledgment, by Cath=
olic scholars of the living and
complex reality of Judaism after
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Christ and the permanent election
of Israel, alluded to by St. Paul
(Rom. 9:29), and incorporationof
the results into Catholic teaching.

g. A full and precise explana-
tion of the use of the expression
‘“‘the Jews® by St. John and other
New Testament references which
appear to place all Jews in a
negative light. (These expres-
sions and references should be
fully and precisely clarified in
accordance with the intent of the
Statement that Jews are not tobe
‘‘presented as rejected or ac-
cursed by God as if this followed
from Holy scripture.”

JOSEPH JACOBS, 75,
BUSINESS LEADER

JOSEPH JACOBS

Joseph Jacobs, 75, presidentand
founder of the Joseph Jacobs Or-
ganization, Inc., 342 MadisonAve,
New York, died on March 26 i
Memorial Hospital, Sarasota, Fla.
after a number of years of f£4l%;
health. Funeral serviceswereb:!c
in New York City.

Mr. Jacobs received his BA,
degree from City College of New
York in 1911 and began teaching
n the New York public schools
while taking graduare work at Co
lumbia University. He was on the
faculty of Morris High School in
the Bronx when he decided to
make a career in advertising and,
in 1919, became a media sales-
man for the Jewish Daily For-
ward,

In the same year, Mr. Jacobs
founded the merchandising and
advertising firm which bears
his name and through which he
made a number of unique and fun-
damenml contributions to the
practice of hisprofession. Hisfirst
client was Palmolive Soap, stll
served by the organization.

He created and developed a new
dimension in marketing and adver-
tising -- specialized promotion
of products to ma jor ethnic groups
in major citdes.

WHILE THE Joseph Jacobs me-
thod is used routinely in all ethnic
area selling, his speciality was
the Jewish market Today, his or-
ganization serves many of the na-
tion's leading manufacturers and
advertiging agencies in the food,
drug, household, . liquor, tobacco
and other  flelds, using several
hundred Jewish publicatons and
radio with a oml U, S circulation
exceeding 3,000,000. .

Under his mtelage, Jewish ad-
vertising developed into an art of
its own. His campaign ideas were
always strong on the greamess of
the Jewish herimge, a subjectalso
treated in a number of booklets
which he prepared and published.




