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Motion Picture Producer
Jack Cummings introduced,
‘‘My mother, Ida Mayer
Cummings”’ and the 38th an-
nual charity ball of the Jun-
for Auxiliary of the Los
Angeles Jewish Home for
the Aged at the Beverly Hil-
ton Hotel was off and run-
ning,

Barbara Stanwyck, whose
star shines brighter each
yvear, received the annual
May Mann Award for the
personality who has extend-
ed the year’s most untiring
aid to the Home,

Barbara leaned over and
whispered to me later, “I
had another thrill tonight. I
just learned that ‘Big Val-
ley’ has been renewed for
another season,”

Joseph Pasternak, who
again produces the Academy
Awards show this year, stag-
ed the Home's entertainment
for his 25th year., Georgie
Stoll, musical conductor for
dozens of movies, conducted
the Manny Harmon Orches-
tra. Manny co@cted for
dancing,

Sen, George Murphy and
Auxiliary President K«da
Mayer Cummings, serving
her 28th year, danced on-
stage as they've done for
many years, Said Sen, Mur-
phy,”” Andy Devine likes my
new voice, He's selling me
his orchestrations which are
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in my key.'’

The Senator cited Mrs,
Cummings as a ‘‘great lady
who gives help in a simple,
straightforward way,”’ Rabbi
Hillel E. Silverman added his
praises,

Rabbi Edgar Magnin re-
called that before George
Murphy entered politics he
had frequently referred to
him as ‘“Sen. Murphy.”’

Jan Murray opened his
emcee chores with the ob-
servation, ““It’s great to be
a Jew in 1967, I grew up in
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the Bronx where my real
name was Murray Janofsky,
My agent said, ‘Change itl’
This same agent alsohandles
Efrem Zimbalist, Jr,, get
him! I asked my agent, “What
is this? Why don’t you tell
him to change his name?’

“Times have changed,”
continued Murray, “‘In the
old days we used to plead
for funds, ‘Who’ll give 35¢
for coal? Who'll give 50¢
for the gas bill?’ In 1967,
it’s different, Now, we have
temples like the Taj Mahal”

Joannie Sommers drew 2
big hand for singing four
numbers with perfect arti-
culation and flawless phras-
ing. For one tune, she sang,
‘‘What's new, you haven’t
changed a bit, you’re just
as handsome as ever, Imust
admit.”” That’s an adequate
description of Joannie's
agent-husband, Jerry Stein-
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Murray introduced Bob
Hope who said, ‘“‘Sen, Mur-
phy is a great guy. He's
done a lot for smog in Los
Angeles, He moved to Wash-
ington, Murph and I feel
we're both ‘getting closer to
taking up residence in the
Home,

“Don’t think for a minute
that the residents of the
Home are basket cases,”
continued Bob, ““They’re 70,
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80, 90 years old but they
keep busy making tanks for
Israel.”

Jan Murray recalled the
night he introduced a young
singer to a nightclub aud-
ience for his Philadelphia
debut, ‘*He had a beautiful
voice,” said Jan, “but he
was scared stiff,

‘““Now, I'd like to intro-
duce his daughter, who is
also scared. Like her
father, she has a beautiful
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voice - Colleen Lanza,”

A Dbeantiful youngster,
about 20, Colleen perform-
ed admirably, including a
stirring **Yidisha Momma,"’
but unfortunately she re-
quires the application of con-
centrated study and hard
work to improve an untrain-
ed but naturally mellifluous
voice,

Murray also introduced
the late Mario Lanza’s moth-
er and father,
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