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NAZI TAKEOVER STIRS JEWS

NEW YORK (WNS) The
strong showing made by the
right-wing National Demo-
cratic Party in the recent
elections in the state of Hes-
se, West Germany, hastrig-
gered sirong reactions in
Jewish circles both here, in
Curope and in Israel,

According to official elec-
tion results, the right-wing
NDP, a neoNazi party that
has magnetized Hitler fol-
lowers on all levels of its
activities, polled more than
200,000 votes, or ten per-
cent of the total vote. The
victory gives the party eight
seats in the Hesse Parlia
ment,

Reacting to the develop-
ment, American Jewish
Committee president, Mor-
is B, Abram, said the elec-
tion results ‘‘show the ris-
ing strength of the National
Democratic Party,”” thus
confirming the fears expres-
sed recently by an AJC vist-
ing delegation to Germany.
The election results, Mr, A-
bram added “‘gobeyond these
fears since Hesse, a Social-
list stronghold, disturbingly
now seems (o have become
infected with the neo-Nazi
virus,” The American Jew-
ish Committee, he declared,
‘‘hopes that the Bonn Gov-
ernment will redouble itsef-
forts to maintain an alert
in which the growth of the
National Democratic Party
and all other extreme-right-
ist elements is carefully ob-
served, using the schools,
the churches, the mass me-
dia and the courts to coun-
teract these growing vesti-
ges of Nazism,’”

In Israel meanwhile press
reaction to the situation was
both sharp and alarming,
Chief focus of press com-
ment in Israel was on the

fact that this was the first
time that the ultra right-
wing NDP had won seats in
a state Parliament, Onenew-
spaper, Haaretz, warned that
the Hesse elections must
sServe as a danger alert “‘to
the entire world and, first
and foremost, to Germany
itself,” Since many of the vo-
ters who cast their ballots
for the neo - Nazi party were
young Germans, the news-
paper observed,’ it is ob-
vious that there is something
fundamental and grave in this
remarkable achievement for
neo-Nazism”’,

Similar sentiments were
voiced by Davar, Histadrut
organ. The Hesse election
results, the newspaper said,
demonstrate the ‘“*‘mistake”
of those whobelieved that the
roots of Nazism have been
extirpated from among post-
war Germans,

Also in Israel, the Assoc-
iation of Anti-Nazi Partisans
has called on the West Ger-
man Government to outlaw
the neo-Nazi party.

In England, both the Board
of Deputies of, British Jews
and the British section of
the World Jewish Congress
issued statements of con-
cern over the Hesse elec-
tions, The chairman of the
British section of the WJC,
Jacob Halevy, pointed out
that the leadership of the Na-
tional Democratic Party was
in the hands of former ac-
tive members of the Nazi
Party and staunch support-
ers of Hitler,
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