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THIC AD CAN
BE WORTH

¢100
TO YOU IL

Fed up with that old fashioned Heat Pump of vours? Tired of
failures in coldest winter or hottest summer — always when
you need it most! ,
Then join the Quiet Rebellion. Install a Gas Heating and
Cooling unit this winter — pay nothing until next Mav! It has
the capacity to perform at 1007 efficiency the year 'round,
even in extreme weather. It's dependable. It’s backed by
Southwest Gas. It's quiet. _
' So raise the banner for better living! Replace the old
with a new Gas Heating-Cooling system...pay nothing until
May ...and receive a $100 bonus. But act now — offer good for
a limited period.

CALL 7356161 —ext. 97-TODAY
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" The Trefa Banguet”

The memu of an eight-
course meal set before 200
Cincinnati Jews almost 83
years ago, a meal thatchan-
ged the direction of Ameri-
can Jewish life, is given in
detail, from the opener of
little neck eclams down to
the Martell cognac and the
cafe noir, in an article in
the February issue of Com-
mentary magaszine,

The author, Professor
John J. Appel of Michigan
State University, notes that
the meal, known to Ameri-
can - Jewish historians as
“‘the Trefa Banquet,” was
arranged on July 11, 1883
to honor the delegates to the
eighth annual council meet-
ing of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregation, and
the first graduating class of
Hebrew Union College,

Professor Appel con-
cludes that, contrary topre-
vious belief, the trefa ban-
quet was deliberately ar-
ranged, probably without the
knowledge of Rabbi Isaac M.
Wise, President of the He-
brew Union College and foun-
der of American Reform Ju-
daism, by some of his sup-
porters among Cincinnati
businessmen. The serving of
clams, chrimp salad, frogs’

legs and milchig desserts

after the meat courses pro-
voked ‘“‘terrific excitement®
among the diners, and “‘two
rabbis rose from their seats
and rushed from the room.”

The coantroversy that a-
rose in the months and years

following, the author contin-
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ues, set off a chain of events
that **was finally to lead to
a break between Reform and
Conservative ,Judaism.”
Two years after thebanqguet,
‘‘a groupof Eastern-Reform
rabbis met in and
successfully

Rabbi Wise’s lelderﬁl’p- in
1887, the Jewish Theological
Seminry of New York was
established as a rival rab-
binical training school tothe
Hebrew Union College; and
in 1889, the Central Con-

ference of American Rab-

bis -- an organizationof con-
servative Reform rabbis--
was set up.””

In explaining thebapnquet’s

background, Professor Ap-
ple points out that it was
‘‘a nearly perfect expres-
sion of the assimilatienist
tendencies among Amoriean
Jews in the 19th cenmtury,
especially among German
Jews. So strong was the
propensity of the members
of the Banquet Commiifee to
regard conformity to Gentile
norms as an unquestioned
virtue, that they deliberately
chose to make an issie of
serving trefa food in piiblic,
It must be admitted that'their
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choice showed a good deal
fo sociological awareness,
for the adoption of the ma-
jority culture’s food cus-
toms has always been one of
the first and most signifi-
cant means of a minority
group’s assimilation, Con-
versely, the retention of food

vide a ready index for the
degree of cultural pluralism
that is to be found on the
American scene,” ;

The menu for the banquet
included little neck clams,
consomme royal, fillet de

ouiles a la creme, vol au X
vents de Pigeops a.da Ty- 2
rolienne, ice cream, orni~ ‘3-"
mented cates fromages vas ™"
ries, and sa.lnds. hors & =
oeuvres, vegetables
fruit. Wines served af g
meal included sauternes, A==
montillado sherry, St. Ju-
lien, Diedescheimer, Rom#n
Punch, and G.H, Mumm E:u' 3
tra Dry. ‘
COMMENTARY is an !.n-'
dependent monthly of thought + .
and opinion sponsored as -a-
public service by the Amw- -
erican Jewish Committee;
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