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choice showed a good deal ,

fo sociological awareness,
" for the adoption of the ma-- --

Jorlty culture's food cus- - -1- .
toms has always been one of
the first and most slgnifl- - 1

can't means of a minority :

group s "assimilatioD, Con-- !

versely, the retention of food r
preferences and prohibitions.
continues, even today to pro-- ?r

"vide a ready index for the
degree of cultural pluralism ':

that is to be found on the ;
American scene." .

The menu for the banquet
included little neck clams, '
consomme royal, fillet de 'boeuf aux Champignons, sof-t-

- shell crabs a rAmerique,-- '
salade of shrimps, sweet "';

breads a la Monglas, poa--Z

lets a la Viennoise, gren-- 3
ouiles a la creme, vol .an,."?
rents de ' PigeoiaJaJiy;4
rolienne, ice cream, oral--tl
mented cakes, fromages va "Jt
ries, and salads, hors
oeuvres, vegetables andSJ
fruit Wines served at ftifr
meal included sauternes, 'At2
montlllado sherry, St. Ju-lie- n,

Diedeschelmer, Roman
Punch, and G.H. Mumm Ex
tra Dry. -

COMMENTARY Is an in'
dependent monthly of thought
and opinion sponsored as

service by the A-m- "
prfcan Jewish rVtmmtrraa .....

The menu of an eight-cour- se

meal set before 200
Cincinnati Jews almost 83
years ago, a meal mat chan-

ged the direction of Ameri-
can Jewish life, is given In
detail, from the opener of
little neck clams down to
the Martell cognac and the
cafe noir, in ah article in
the February Issue of Com-

mentary magazine.
The author, Professor

John J. Appel of Michigan
State University, notes mat
the meal, known to Ameri-
can - Jewish historians as
"the Trefa Banquet," was
arranged on July 11, 1883.
to honor the delegates to the
eighth annual council meet- -,

ing of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregation, and
the first graduating class of
Hebrew Union College.

Professor , Appel con-
cludes that, contrary to pre-
vious belief, the trefa ban-
quet was deliberately ar-

ranged, probably without the
: knowledge of Rabbi Isaac M.
Wise, President of the He-

brew Union College and foun-
der of American Reform Ju-

daism, by some , of his sup-
porters '

among Cincinnati

ues, set off a chain of events
that "was finally, tcrlead to
a break between Reform and
C o n s e r v atlve .Judaism."
Two years after the banquet,
"a group of Eastern Reform
rabbis met In Pittsburgh and
successfully challenged
Rabbi Wise's leadership; in
1887, the Jewish Theological
Seminary of New York was
established as a rival rab-
binical training school to the
Hebrew Union College; .and
In 1889, the Central Con-
ference of American. :Rab-b- ls

an organization ofcon-
servative Jteform rabbis;
was set up."

In explaining the banquet's
background, Professor Ap-

ple ; points out that it was
"a nearly perfect expres-
sion of . the asslmUationist
tendencies among American
Jews in the 19th century,
especially among German
Jews.; So strong was . the
propensity of the members
of the Banquet Committee to
regard conformity to Gentile
norms as an unquestioned
virtue, that they deliberately
chose to make an issue of
serving trefa food In public.
It must be admitted that fteir

businessmen. The serving of
clams, chrimp salad, frogs'
legs and milchig desserts
after the meat courses pro-
voked "terrific excitement"
among the diners, and "two
rabbis rose from their seats
and rushed from the room."

The controversy that a-r- ose

in the months and years
following, the author contln--
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1 Fed up with that old fashioned Heat Pump of ours? Tired of
J failures in coldest winter or hottest summer always when
i you need it most! 1 i

'

- Then join the Quiet Rebellion. Install a Gas Heating and
I Cooling unit this winter pay nothing until next May! It has

4 the capacity to perform at IOC"? efficiency the year 'round,
even in extreme weather. It's dependable. It's backed by

j Southwest Gas. It's quiet.
7 : ' So raise the banner for better livfng! Replace the! old
J with a new Gas Heating-Coolin- g system... pay nothing until
I I May . and receive a $100 bonus. But act now offer good for
U a limited period. h

call 735-616- 1 -e- xt. 97-tod- ay ) - -
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