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by Sidney Peilte

Hero worship is a univer-~

sal trait, All over theworld,
every nation, city and state
has its own individual per-
sonage, whom it idolizes,
From the very nature of
things, more heroic deeds
are performed on thebattle-
field than at other places or
in other times, No doubt a-
bout it, the soldiers whohave
performed these deeds of
derring-do are entitled to the
praise and plaudits heaped
upon them by a grateful pop-
ulace,

The Revolutionary War
produced many men whose
conduet earned them a place
in history. Names like Was-
hington, Jefferson, Franklin,
Adams, along with many
others too numerous to men-
tion, fill the pagesof Ameri-
can history books, Thereare
Thowever, men, who in times
of war, never fought a battle
=who were not even soldiers,
or statesmen-who are en-
titled to equal honors. One
such of the Revolutionary
War period, - who is accord-
®l only a meagre passing
teference, when mentioned
Bt all-is a Polish Jewish
immigrant, named Haym Sa-
domon, who played an ob-
scure, but important, rolein
ﬂ;e fortunes of the youngre-

lic, At least one writer

said that if the United

Btates eventually became

Iree and strong, Haym Sal-

«£Omon had a great deal to do
it so.

i came to New York
ﬂter the partition of Poland.
fie was quite a linguist, and

talents were soon to stand
#im in good stead in his ad-
opted country. He wasbright,
well-educated and became a
successful broker, He also
Bécame an ardent patriot
@bd, for two years, served
4s an undercover agent for
the Americans in New York.
Uncovered as a spy, he was
thrown into jail twice, talking
himself free the first time.
Canght spying again, he was
arrested, and, like his con-
temporary, Nathan Hale, was
sentenced to be hanged, but
he managed to escape the
hapgman's noose,

After his release from
prison the first time, hewas
pat to work by the British
as an interpreter, serving
in. this capacity as liaisonbe-
tween the British, who spoke
no Gérman, and the Hess-
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ians, who could speak no
English. Unbeknownst to the
British, he used his position
as a means for getting the
Hesstan soldiers to defect,
and succeeded in getting a
large number of them to do
so. The enemy neverdiddis-
cover that Salomon was at
the bottom of these defect-
fons,

After his escape from his
second arrest, he went to
Philadelphia, managed to
scrape up a little money and
re-entered business as a
broker, (All of his property
in New York had been con-
fiscated,) It was not longbe-
fore he again achieved sue-
cess and began the activities
which turned out to be his
greatest contribution to the
American cause, Out of his
profits, he bought food for
the army - General Wash-
ington and his lieutenants
having come to him for his
aid in this direction.

In due time, his talents in
the realm of finance became
known and whenever it be-
came necessary to raise mo-
ney for the Colonial army,
it was to Salomon that the of -
ficials appealed. Roger Mor-
ris, official treasurer of the
couatry, and at that time
somewhat prejudiced against
Jews, nevertheless, utilized
Salomon’s services in sell-
ing American bills of ex-
change.-(In fairness to Mr.,
Morris, if must be stlt«!

thatpaillater reg“i ﬁ
omon a5 a
even Morris knew
or -unuputed was that Sal-
omon ol!eu bmght e bills
hil is said that he
pour lﬁore than $800,000.
into the Revolution;but, hav-
ing- Gontracted mbérculosis
while in prison, he died at
the age-of 45, broke, Hises-
tate was insolvent, though it
held government securities
and currency of a face value
of $300,000. with an actual
value "6f about $40,000. He
had, also, some $90,000, in
notes from the Treasurer of
the United States, which the
government still owes. Con-
gress, at one time, did con-
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sider appropriating the mon-
ey to pay the devt, but no-
thing-came of this.

By his deeds in the field
he knew best, this diffident
young Jewish man has earn-
ed a place in the history of
this great country, He show-
ed that a man can devote his
life to his country without
going on a battlefield; that a
poor immigrant, despised by
snobs, may become and be a
great public servant,
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