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PERCY
(Continued From Page 1)

perhaps this planet of ours

would be a better place on*

which to live,””
During one of his trips to
Las Vegas, before Percy

settled here three and a half

years ago, our own Hank
Greenspun noted: "Percy Vil-
la is a Las Vegas visitor
extraordinaire-not attracted
by night life-but a sincere
desire to better the lot of
youth,*”

During the past 20 years
in Minnesota, more than 100
settlement houses, boys
clubs, youth groups affiliated
with churches and synago-
gues, and any and all other
organizations - concerned
with youth, have been the
recipients of Percy's ef-
forts. The many hundreds
of thousands of dollars rais-
ed by Percy’s Committees
have endowed scholarships,
financed expenses for trips
to Olympic competition, and
rendered assistance to every
method and means of keep-
ing youth gainfully occupied.

In fact, so much money
was raised in hishome town,
when Percy came to South-
ern Nevada, he brought with
him funds to supply equip-
ment for the Spring Moun-
tain Youth Camp and for
boys groups in Henderson
and North Las Vegas,

We may not know “WHY""
(the answer to which may
be found only by penetrating
a man’s soul) but we cer-
tainly are acquainted with
the ‘“HOW” all this was ac-

‘complished,

It began with Percy as the
Minnesota Golden Gloves
Featherweight Champion. He
retired from prize fighting
at 20 to become the dean of
boxing in Minneapolis for the

Star, But he never forgot his |

earlier days as a newsboy
fraught with all the obstacles
that could deter a poor lad

from a decent and honest -

future. He knew all the frus-
trations and the temptations
to stray. With first hand
knowledge of the causes, the
cures were easy, Percy
commenced organizing boys
clubs and youth groups.

As the years passed, the
most prominent citizens vied
for the opportunity to serve
on Percy’s annual commit-
tees in the fund raising pro-
jects for the benefit of
youths, His longtime friend
and fellow Minnesotan, Hu-
bert H, Humphrey, now Vice
President of the United Sta-
tes, has been the staunchest
supporter of Percy’s youth
work for two decades. At a
testimonial dinner when
Percy was about to leave
for Las Vegas, Mr, Hum=-
phrey spoke: ‘‘Percy Villa
has done a fine job for equal
rights in his years of ser-
vice to Minneapolis,”” To this
day the two correspond al-
most weekly with the vice
president constantly encour-
aging Percy to move to the
Washington D,C, area to be-
come involved in youth work
on a national scope,

Percy was born in Jassy,
Rumania. His parenis, Mor-
ris and Edna, raised a fam-
ily of six sons and three
daughters. In 1914 the Villa’s
came to America to settle
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in Minneapolis, where they
operated a small grocery
store in a poor neighbor-

‘hood, Percy attended public

and high schools, and in 1930
commenced working as a
newspaperman, after win-
ning 50 consecutive amateur
boxing matches.

He met his charming wife,
the former Annabelle
Stamm, on 2 blind date, pro-
posed the next time they saw
each other, and two months
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ter were married. They
have two wonderful children,
Herbert, who will receive
his LL.B. Degree from the
University of Minnesota in
June, and Carol, engaged
here in Las Vegas as a nur-
se's aide for Dr. Alexan-
der Coblentz,

Due to his family heritage
and his Talmud Torah back-
ground, Percy hasnever lost
track of his devotion to Jud-

aism, In addition to being a
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member of Temple Beth Sh-
olom and the Men's Club
since settling in Las Vegas,
he is the first to offer his
services for any worthy pro-
ject,

That is why the newly for-
med Jewish Young Adults of
Southern Nevada, where sin-
gle, young members of the

Jewish Faith have an oppor-
tunity to meet, got off to a
wonderful start. Percy of-
fered his home fora‘‘James
Bond’’ party, where more
than 150 gathered for an e-
vening of fun and frolic.

The affair went off with-
out 2 hitch, with many meet-
ing for the first time fo es-

tablish what could be life-
long friendships.

“The enthusiasm was so
spontaneous,” commented
Percy, ‘“‘and all conducted
themselves with suchdecor-
um and friendliness, my
home is available again for
any future gathering.”

As if we didn’t know,
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