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By Murray S, Greenfield

An ancient art now being
reborn in Israel under com-
pletely different circum-
stances is that of the art of
mosaics.

From the 1st to the 3rd
century the art of stone mo-
saics in Israel was used ex-
tensively in the sedignof pu-
blic buildings and in the de-
sign of synagogues, The de-
corative symbols were used
on ceilings, floors, and walls
and the motif$ most often re-
peated were those of the Me-
norah, Lions, the Lulav and
the Esrog, and the symbols
of the four seasons; in the
synagogue the Shofar and the
symbol of Moses’ two spies
returning with the bounty of
the Promised Land.

But lo and behold from the
3rd to the 5th century de-
secration set in and some of
the symbols started to look
like people and in the 5th
cenfury the Rabbis spoke out
against the use of this
“Christian” idea,

Now, in the 20th Century
with the impact of archeo-
lozical digs of ancient cities
and sites throughout the
country, mosaic art is taking
liold again.

It is being used in Israel
vutside of public buildings
and slowly but surely inside
for decorative purposes.

The colors available in
ispuel are all of muted warm
colors. The range is wide
and the beauty depends most-
ly upon the artist’s ability.

One of the most success-
ful mosaic artists in the
country is Mordechai Yoeli,
a member of a kibbutz, who
had studied art in Europe
prior to his immigration to
Israel. Mordechai stopped
painting as the movement
of abstract became strong,
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He still refuses to sell his
own paintings but the devel-
opment of mosaic works is
a labor of love and is anim-
portant employer of mem-
bers of the kibbutz,
Mordechai, who loved
touring the country, noticed
the very special red and
green natural stone which
was present in the Negev and
down around Eilat--in fact,
these stones were the basis
of Solomon’s Copper Mines,

and now for the Israeli Cop~ -

per Mines -- the blacks that
are present at Arad and the
reds and browns of Jerusa-
lem and the Galilee,

Mordechai, whose biblical
training stems from the Che-
dar in Poland, put his artis-
tic ability to work on thede-
sign and practical making of
mosaic walls, The useofna-
tural colored stone only in-
stead -of proving limiting
proved challenging, In con-
junction with the plastic
manufacturers a new type of
glue wasdeveloped that with-
stands both heat and cold and
special light - weight mater-
ials have to be used inorder
to be competitive in the ex-
port field for the designing
of walls for synagogues and
publie buildings.

His assistant and co-
worker is Kalman and inter-

estingly enough he is a per- "

son who I had the privilege
of trnsporting when I was
bringing over ‘‘illegals’
from Europe to Palestine,

Mordechai does the de-
signing and supervision and
Kalman gathers the stones
and deals with the cutting
and eleven other kibbutz
members are involved in
various facets of the crea-
tion of an original Israeli
stone mosaice,

These mosaics are now to
be seen on the walls of the
Supersol Supermarket in Tel
Aviv and the Memorial Wall
of the orthodox kibbutz at Nir
Etzion. Smaller plagues for
home wall decoration arebe-
ing made available through
retail channels in the U.S A,
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JERUSALEM (WNS) Pre-

mier Levi Eshkol expressed
grave concern over recent
military and arms commit-
ments made by Washington,
London and Paris to Arab
countries, including Jordan
and Saudi Arabia,

Mr,. Eshkol has sent notes
of protest to the three West-
ern governments following
recent talksbetween Foreign
Minister Golds Meir and A-
‘merica, British and French
diplomats. [n Washington,
Israeli Ambassador Avra-
ham Harman met for 40
minutes with U.,S, Secretary
of State Dean Rusk. Ambas-
sador Harman drew Secre-
tary Rusk's attention to the
recent Arab arms build up.

Jordan has been receiving
Patton tanks from the United
States under a military ass-
istance program and Saudi
Arabia is to receive $400,
000,000 worth of modern
arms from Britain and the
United States,
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LONDON (WNS) The Soviet
Union recently supplied
Egypt with a squadron of 20
Soviet MG-21D jet fighter

- planes, military experts re-
* ported. The planes are the

sid

most versatile of all Soviet
supersonic aircraft and are
said to be the first provided
by Moscow to any country
outside the Soviet bloc.

Other reports received
here indicate that the Kre-
mlin has promised Nasser to
supply his country with con-
siderable amounts of up-to-
date armaments and sup-
plies. Included are an im-
proved radar warning sys-
tem, construction of assem-
bly plants in Egypt to manu-
facture jet engines, military
aircraft and missiles, Nas-
ser has also reportedly been
promised higher credits on
very low terms,

JERUSALEM (WNS) Mrs,

Golds Meir, Israel’s Foreign |

Minister since 1956, announ-

ced officially that she will 4

retire from her post, Her re-
tirement, believed to be due
to poor health, has been ru-
mored repeatedly recently.

It is expected that shewill
be succeeded as Foreign
Minister by Abba Eban
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is
needed for Hadassah’s
«spruced-up” Thrift Shop;
clothing for the family -
housewares - furniture -
knick-knacks, et cetera. Tax
deduction receipts given
upon request. 507 of resale
price is givenasdonor cred-
it to members, Please bring
to 118 So, 8th Street week-
days to 4 p.m,, or for pick-
ups call Lil Miller, 735-0611
or Fran Cohen at 735-911l.

SPOT-LESS a really differ-
ent Carpet and Upholstery
Spot and Stain Remover, MO-
NEY BACKGUARANTEE...
Free Demonstration.......
Phone, 878-6769.
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COIN and STAMP Invest-
ments. U.S. coins could
change your future. Send for
information. No obligation.
Stamp and Coin City, 339

So. Fairfax, Los Angeles,
Calif., 90036, Phone (213).
651-2112,

LONELY? Personal Intro-.
duction Service, Nationwide
introductions (licensed) 504
Bonneville, Phone 382-3251.

Any person in need is wel-
come for temporary room
free at the Mintz Hotel-1645
No. Main-642-9988-Ask for
Sam.
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