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CHRISTMAS STORY
While the 1.ower East Side

of New York, like Madison-

Street in Chicago, wasa tho-
roughly Jewish community,
by and large it understood the
spirit of Christmas, One
of my favorite Christmas
stories is about Myra Kelly
who was a public school
teacher in this immigrant
community during the great
wave of immigration from
Eastern Europe (1890-1912),

Although her students
were children of Orthodox
Jews, they participated in
Yhe Spirit of Christmas by
bringing their Christian sch-
ool teacher a present; cups
and saucers were standard,
with soap a close second.
Other gifts piled up on the
teacher’s desk including a
dozen buttons, ‘“Save Alfred
Dreyfus,”” and a few khaki
belts, ‘““Remember the
Maine,’”

And now the last boy was
approaching her desk and in
his hand was neither cupnor
saucer nor cake of scap, In
halting English he told Miss
Kelly that he had asked his
mother for five cents for “a
Christmas present for tea-
cher’’ and his mother began
to ery, he said, and kissed
him saying, ‘‘Maybe tomor-
row,”" but shenever gave him
the five cents and he was
terribly worried until lagt

night when his father camfe
home and gave his mother
a present.

‘‘My mother was so ha‘py
that she cried, and out of
Jewish said to my father,
‘Thank you,” and my father
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out of Jewish said,-
are welcomel”

The boy had then asked his
mother if he may take this
““special presentforladies’
to his teacher; and with that,
the young immigrant handed
Miss Kelly a rumpled piece
of paper, and quickly ran
back to his seat.

“You

Later that night Miss Kel-

ly sat in her room, agreatly
pampered person, and rev-
iewed her treasures, She saw
that they were very touching,
very numerous, and very
precious,

But above all the, rest she
treasured a frayed piece of
paper, crumpled and soiled,
because it held the love of
2 man for a woman and a
little child and the magic of
a home, for the little boy’s
‘‘Christmas present for lad-
fes’ was a receipt for a mon-
th’s rent for a room on the
top floor of a crowded ten-
ement,

Dear Mr, Te

I would a.ppreci.ate very
much having the following
aritcle run in your news-
paper during the week of
December 18,

The second annual New
Year’s Eve dinner-dance,
sponsored by the Jewish
Center Social Club, will be
held at the Flite Deck Res-
taurant at Old McCarren Fi-
eld.

The event will begin at
8:45 P.M. with a complete
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Beany
Legendary Benny Good-
man will add his brilliant
brand of swing to the holi-
day ring-a-ding here be-
ginning Dec, 23 when he
opens a three-week big band
outing in the Blue Room of

Hotel Tropicana,

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER
FOR ALL AMERICANS
‘““Mine eyes have seen the
defeat of my foes,
Mine ears have heard the
doom of evil doers

D o
ved at 10:00 P M, Dmation
is $10,00 per person.

Reservations may be made
by calling Estelle Shendell,
735-4791, before December
28,

Membership to the club
may be obtained prior to the
affair by calling Florence
Pollak, 735-0861 or Estell
Shindell, 735-4791.

Thank you very much for
your help,

Sincerely,
Sara Suranowitz _

Barney Glazer's
_Glazed Bits

Hony-ood Calif, (‘rCNS)-
They threw Milton Berle to
the lions in Friars clothing.
It was a bruising, old-fash-
foned, sudden-death’ stag ro-
ast at the Friars Club in
Beverly Hills with more than

500 of Milton’s friends and

admirers putting reverse
English on their friendship
and admiration.

Everyone laughed as ifthe
rain had tickled their funny
bones, It was all good, al-
though not all clean fun as a
dais of celebrity-filled, salty
individualists sought out
Berle’s Achilles heel, hung
him in effigy and burned him
at the stake, They reduced
the comedian to a common
single denominator-crisply
burned toast,

When it was all over, they
praised him, him,
kissed him and wished hl.m
a2 long succession of happy
tomorrows,

George Jessel, now 67,
turned Roastmaster and first
introduced the non-speak-
ers: Sandy Koufax, Mike Fr-
ankovich, George Raft, Jack
Warner and Joe Louis,

““Milton Berle has a lot
of friends,”” spoke Jessel.
“It was as easy getting a
crowd for the Roast as steal-
ing a girl from Eddie Fish-
e’[-!l
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Read Barney Glagzer’s
story, “‘Anneite Funi-
cello and Jack Gilardi-
We Couldn’t Be Hap-
pler’” in the January
issue of ‘“TV and Mo-
vig Screen’ magazine,
now, on sale at most
newstands,

David Janssen stopped

running long enough to an-
nounce, ‘‘I wanted to say
something nice about Milt
tonight but I can't lie.” E-
veryone followed the same
program of me tooism, tur-

ning their milk of human.
kindness sour while they

rolled Berle in barbed wire,

asked my writers to fur-

aish me with something nas-
ty to say about Berle, [ was
surprised how many were
willing to write for nothing.
“Pat Buttram dropped The
Bomb on Milton by furnish-
ing a Currier and Ives print
in character mayhem, Con-
tinuing the roast where sel-

dom was heard an encour-

aging word, Buttram said,
““Millions of persons have
laughed at Berle - some even

at his jokes.”

Jessel introduced produ-
cer-director Stanley Kram-
er who said, ‘‘Milton ap-

peared in my movie (4 Mad

World), which we co-di-
rected.”” (Much laughter at
this point from those who
recognized the comedian’s

1st Line - No 2nds or Rejects

eagerness to improve the
director’s work,)

Jessel introduced The Sm-
others Brothers with “‘an-
gel” Tommy doing most of
the talking. Hethanked Berle
for once introducing their
act, although he did 20 min-
utes while doing it,

The guests continued to
make Berle as popular as a
man holding memberships in
the Communist Party, Ku
Klux Klan, Jon Birch Society
and American Nazi party.
This was the free and salty
speech that our founding fa-
thers fought for,

Jackie Cooper told how B-
erle broke up his vaudeville
debut when Jackie was only
9. Comedian Gene Baylos
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Steve Aller campaigned
vigorously to Help Stamp
Out Milton Berle, Dodger
shortstop Maury Wills sang,
“It’s one, two, three strikes
you’re out at the old Berle

game.,”
Milt, sat quietyly high on
the dais, overlooking his

hosts’ insults. Remarks ra-
nged from character anal-
ysis and soul searching to the
water closet. Thesewere the
Knights of the Ground Table,
chopping him into itsy bitsy
jokes, They dried him up
like an old prune living in
the age of shrivelry.

Gary Morton, Lucille
Balls’ husband said, ‘“When I
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 thumbing him in the eye,

kicking him in four territory
and slugging him with brass
knuckles while he was down.
Jack Carter found thechinks
in Milton’s armor and pour-

. ed in the acid. Comedian Pat

Heary said, ‘‘Before I start,
which one is Milion Berle?”

Lenny Kent gave Milt the
back of his hand., George
Burns revived memories
that made Berle feel like he
had indigestion on top of the
flu. Jan Murray put the mus-
tard on the poison pie with a
sharp tongue and ready wit,

Were they putting Berle
on? They certainly were.

They unlit the - roasting
lamp, said many kind things
about him and presented him
with the Friars medallion,
This was milton Berle, 1965
version, the Friars’ newest
proof that any celebrity is
but mere mortal and put to-

gether with bang wire and
hairpins
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To The Jewish Community
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special sales, without upsetting your
budget. There's no down payment to
make—just say “charge it."” Use it as
a 30-day account or take up to 2 full
years—you decide. CHARG-all ex-
pands your buying power, too (see be-
low). Call Wards today. Open 'y_suurs!
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MONTGOMERY | PURCHASE | Monthly Payment
WARD $300 $15
COmPANY =X 1 $300 $30
[SoMPANY - YT 5300 530
ERAEANY -2 $300 $50
Ph. 385-2155
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