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"ScAlemiAl"

By Sidney Peilte
Ask anyone, Jew or Gen-

tile, "What's a Schlemihl",
and chances are you'll get an
answer, which, In one form
or another, will describe a
person who handles a situa-
tion in the worst manner pos-
sible or is just a poor, luck-

less fellow, forwhom nothing
ever goes right. In a word,
a Schlemihl.

While most idiomatic ex-

pressions and coined names
for special kinds of irrita-
ting persons or of events are
the inventions of some smart
alecky writers or of conver-
sational trends of various lo-

calities, who would suspect
that the word "Schlemihl"
to be, as some scholars
claim, of Biblical origin. (I
read the Biblical story re-
lied upon by these scholars
and must confess to finding
it difficult to see the connec-
tion between the word the in-

cident described, or the peo-

ple concerned in the tale.)
But I am not a scholar; and
that could account for my not
seeing the connection. The
story concerns a fellow nam-
ed Zimri, who incurred the
anger of a priest, and his girl
friend, CozbL)

It was Heine, the German
poet, who supplied the con-
nection. He stated that ac-

cording to an old oral tradi-
tion, it was not really Zimri
who was killed by the zealous
Phineas, but an innocent by-

stander, named, Schlemihl
ben Zuri Schaday. He got in
the way just as Phineas
launched his attack on Zimri
and lost his life. So, by a
quirk of fate, he became
Schlemihl the First, and gave

his name to posterity to de-

signate a hapless character.
Another version of the ori-

gin of the word, as describ-
ing a hard luck guy, is the
story of a man named She-muli- el.

It seems he'd been ay

from home for over a
year, and on his return, he
found that his wife had given
birth to a baby. While his
friends and neighbors ex-

pressed misgivings, the
child was declared to be le-

gitimate by the local rabbi,
and this Shemuliel, it is said,
became the forerunner of
Schlemihls, there being a
slight corruption of his
name.

A Schlemihl is not just an
unlucky person, he is some-

thing more, for the word in-

cludes an implication that
the person is something of a
dumb bunny, as well. Jewish
probervs emphasize this fa-

cet of the word, as: "When
a Schlemihl kills a chicken,
it walks"; When he winds a
clock, It stops"; "When he
falls on his back, he breaks
his nose."

You can select whichever
of the above versions you are
inclined to accept as being
the origin of the word "Sch-
lemihl", or if you like, you
can even recognize the claim
of the ancient Spanish-Jewi- sh

poet to the distinction
of being not only the inven-
tor but of being the proto- - r
type of Schlemihlism. I am
inclined to the view mat this
pithy expression, whose
meaning is never mistaken
by anyone, is another crea-
tion of delightful Yiddish pa-

tois, which gave us "Nood-nick- ",

"pasgcodnyak" and
"kochleffel" and many
more. -

DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND, THE AUCTION-RAFFL-E

DRAWING EVENING OF SUNDAY, NOV. 14, WHERE
HOLDERS OF $50 TICKETS FOR THE $7,500 LINCOLN
CONTINENTAL ARE INVITED GUESTS, WILL BE OPEN
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. FOR $5 DONATION YOU
WILL RECEIVE A DELUXE DINNER, ENJOY A FULL
PROGRAM OF TOP ENTERTAINMENT I

JEW HEADS NAZI PARTY
MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. (WNS)
A twenty - seven-ye- ar --old
New Yorker by the name of
Robert Joseph Burros :has
been identified this week by
the Middletown Times Her-

ald Record as a young man
of Jewish origin who is ser-

ving as top aide to James H.

Madole, leader of the neo-Na- zi

National Renaissance
"

Party.
Robert Burros is no rela-

tion to the Daniel Burros,
a KKK organizer who com-

mitted suicide on the heel of
revelations mat he was of
Jewish origin.

Robert Burros, according
to the disclosure, was born
of Jewish parents who were
affiliated with Temple Beth
Jacob in Newburgh, N.Y. and
became bar mitzvah in thei
temple on January 26, 1951.
Newburgh school records
list him as a Jew and a pupil
with a good record.

When faced with the facts
about his Jewishness, Bur-
ros at first denied his Jewish

roots. Later he admitted it,
but contended that his father
had been "sharply critical
of the Jews," that he had ne-

ver seen his father "enter a
temple" and that his parents
"were at baseball games
during the services." His
father, he explained, "never
behaved as a Jew."

Asked to comment on the
development Rabbi Norman
Kahan of Temple Beth Jacob
said the young man had writ-
ten to him telling "he had
been bar mitzvahed here and
mat he would like to talk to
one .of our temple groups

socialism. When he re-
ceived literature from Bur-
ros, the Rabbi said, he sent
it on to the FBL

Burros, like his namesake
who committed suicide, lives
in the Queens area of New
York. Like his dead klan-mat- e,

he does not consider
himself a Jew, but a des-
cendant of "white Aryan
stock, from the White Rus-
sian Nordic race."
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NEW YORK (WNS) Meyer L. Brown, prominent Labor

j Zionist leader and one of the founders of the Farband- -
" Labor Zionist Order, died here of a stroke at the age of

77. '
t
i
t .. : ; BONN (WNS) Deferment for one year of payments due
't "

to have been made to Nazi victims who had been unable to
'I' '

file restitution applications prior to October 1, 1953, was
t ' announced here this week by Minister of Finance Rolf

Dahlgruen.
i ..

WASHINGTON (WNS) The U.S. Government has no ob--
I jection to a Jordanian dam that is part of an Arab scheme
s - . to divert waters from reaching Israel, it was declared by
f State Department spokesman Robert McCloskey. According
1 to Mr. McCloskey, Jordan's diversion plans do not appear

to the State Department to be inconsistent with a 1955

I Arab-Johnst- on formula for the utilization of regional water
resources, adding that the U.S. feels that Jordan's inten- -

; tions do not violate the Johnston plan.

NEW YORK (WNS) A,f eport on the educational and com-

prehension differences between Jewish and Portestant
J children as presented by a noted rabbi, at a meeting of
t the board of directors of the National Council of Jewish

Women. Rabbi Zacfiary Dershowitz, assistant professor at
f the Long Island University School of Education, told the

women that tests indicated that Jewish children tended to

comprehend things as a whole, but to have difficulty in
--separating component parts, while Protestant children tend- -
ed to see the parts more easily. This finding, be said, may
have great relevnce

' have great relevance in the planning of teaching programs
,. for ethnically different groups of children. At the same time,

Rabbi Dershowitz disclosed that Jewish children were re--
lying less on their sensory perception and more upon their

. -
"

intellect, while the opposite was true of the Protestant
children. In addition, he noted that Protestant children have

l
' a much stronger sense of self identification and indepen-- .-

dence and of their own separateness from their environ
ment than did Jewish children.

" BONN (WNS) Pleas of guilty in the mass murder of
" Jews in Tarnapol, Galicia, was entered in a Stuttgart

court by two of ten former SS officers on trail there. One
of the men said he was forced to take part in the mass
murders. The other man admitted participating in the shoot-

- ing of 800 Jews.

L ' LONDON (WNS) A monument, in the form of a marble
. sculpture by the well known Czech Jewish artist Oscar

Nemon, was erected in the Yugoslavian town of Oshek In
1 memory of the thousand Jews who were deported to death
j camps by the Nazi regime.
t
I BUENOS AIRES (WNS) Hope that promulgation of Pope

Paul of the Vatican declaration on Jews would become an
effective barrier to preachment of racial hatred and anti- -

'
, semitism was voiced by the leadership of DAIA, the central

body of Argentien Jewry.,At the same time, DAIA stressed
'j its reservation over the final form of the draft, which o--
f mitted the word "deicide" and used the word "deplore" in- -

U- - stead of "condemn" in the phrasing on anti-Semitis- m.

j - NEW YORK (WNS) Dr. Mordecai M. Kaplan, noted Jewish
j scholar, thinker and author, declared that the "perpetuation

' of Jewish life" was dependent solely on "authentically re-r- f,

, ligious Jews" and that the philosophy of Jewish Recon- -
structionism was also "valid for other religious" that are

J in a state of crisis.
4,
jt4" CINCINNATI (WNS) A statement condemning. anti-Sem- i-

i tism and all forms of racial hatred was issued by Arch- -
. bishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Faith of North and

5 , South America following a visit to the Hebrew Union ish

Institute of Religion in Cincinnati. The Arch- -
i ' bishop's statement read: "Because I believe in the Father- -

hood of God and the brotherhood of mankind, I most vig- -
;J i orously condemn m. Any form of racial or

ethnic hatred is a sin against all that is holy."
,i

j CASABLANCA (WNS) Recent cancellation o f Hebrew
radio programs by the National Broadcasting Service is
being views --here in Jewish circles as evidence of sur- -
render to pressure by the Arab League. Lending credence

I to this belief is the fact that therogram, a religious pro- -
ject sponsored by the Moroccan Council of Jewish Com- -

f I munities for many years, had been cancelled without any
prior notice.

: ,
LONDON (WNS) Three more suspects were held for

'( hearings last week in the magistrates court on charges
of having set fire last July to an East London Synagogue.

j ' HOLYOKE (WNS) Swastika-smearin- g vandals broke into
the Rodphey Sholom Synagogue here, setting fire to' the

f building, scattering sacred Torahs on the floor and doing
sundry damage.

I MONTREAL (WNS) Since 1950 some 42.C00 Jewish im- -
migrants settled in Canada, most of them in Montreal, it was

' ' disclosed here at a gathering of the Federation of Jewish
Community Services.

k NEW YORK (WNS) Acquisition of a unique document, a
1

' diary of Jewish life in the Warsaw Ghetto that lay hidden in
) fi' a kerosene can until uncovering twenty years ago, was an--
j I nounced here by New York University in a statement which

j ft' said" that the material will be incorporated into the manu-scri- pt

collection of NYU's Library of Judaica and Hebraica.

MAXIE'S
FANTASTIC FAIR

DELICATESSEN
and Bar-B-Qi- ie

PARTY TRAYS
MEAT OR FISH

CALL 870-44- 62 and ask for Max

Monday thru Saturday 10 am to 9 pm
Sunday 10 am to 7 pm

OPEN SATURDAY TIL 9 Pjj

IF YOUR BUSINESS CAN- -
NOT AFFORD TO ADVER-
TISE THEN ADVERTISE IT
FOR SALE IN THE LAS
VEGAS ISRAELITE.

MILITARY BALL
LARGE

SUCCESS
The Military Appreciation

Ball at the Convention Cen-
ter was an outstanding suc-
cess according to the young
airm en and their dates who
were in attendance.

Over three thousand Clark
County residents attended.
Members of the V.F.W. Aux-

iliary and the American Le-

gion Auxiliary served
consisting of

pop, cookies, coffee, etc.
Ann Wynne was Chairwo-

man of the V.F.W. group,
which consisted ' of Nina
Cummings, Kathryn Harvell,
Theresa Vigne, Dorothy
Starke, Irene Ackerman,
Betty Titus, Gloria Camb- -
bell, Billie Shannon, Grethel
Gillam, Hglen Jo Clark, O-p- al

Bruner, Mildred Roades,
Helen Searls, and Rose
Keele.

Lou Nelson was chairwo-
man of the legion group which
consisted of Grace Bates,
Jessie Metcalf, Edna Mc Kin-

ney, . Alberta Freimanth,
Tina Hunt, Mable Runes,
Margaret Wagner, Grace
Lundblatt, Helen Brown, Lil-
lian Strom and Shirley Lar-
son.

Much of the success of the
affair can be contributed to
the dedication of these won-

derful ladies.

AiLwnwH the persiroom

FREDERIC
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.4 STAGED AND CHOREOGRAPHED BY RON LEWIS
ORCHESTRA DIRECTED IY EARL GREEN 1 l Cottum designed by JOSE LUIS VINAS

MUSIC COMPOSED BY BILL REDDIE I I Executed by Lucia Boctti

SH0WT1MES 11 pm 1 -- 3n lA'Uft ifeiGOAl
NO COVER -R- OHIBNUII I Starring... The Famous Flamenco Group

ADULTS 0M7-- R0 CAMERAS, PLEASE m. I of MANOLO LEIVA with RAFAEL & JULIANA

V-4- AJ .Um.S TRES REBERTES DA NY RAY
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THE BABY DOLLS I And The World Famous I

PEIRO BROTHERS
SASHA SEMENOFF QUARTET I

'
MARIE JOSt DICK FRANCIS

BONNIE BAKER MICHEL STANY

? ...

FAST - RELIABLE
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SIGHT S SOUM TV

1401 DECATUR


