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. Trafalgar Square.

THE TOPLESS DANCERS

England recently held. a
Commonwealth Arts Fes-
tival which was staged in
Among
members of the Common-
wealth invited to display
their native arts and culture
was Sierra Leone. Sierra
Leone dispatched 60dancers
to demonstrate African bal-
let. The so-called ballerinas
of this troupe expected to
display their talents in na-
tive dress, In Sierra Leone
apparently neither dancers
nor civilians wear bras-
sieres,

Desecration hovered over
Trafalgar Square,

An official of the Ministry
of Public Works and Build-
ings rushed to the rescue,
He ruled that the 60 dancers
could not appear in their
topless costume, He explain-
ed he had no objection to
their appearing in the legi-
timate theatre sans top, but
to appear in Trafalgar Sq.
they had to be suitablydres-
sed.

The ballet master, a Mr,
John Akar, was outraged. He
said, “‘If we are not allowed
to appear in our traditional
dress we will not appear at
all. 1t would be entirely a-
gainst the aesthetic appeal
of our dancing, This Com-
monwealth Arts Festival is
a cultural event, It would
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be entirely against our prin-
ciples to change our cos-
tume,*’

One never knows the prin-
ciples for which one must
eventually stand. It is one
thing to urge the United
Nations to get together, and
perhaps the same tourge the
Commonwealth to get with it.

While England is a land of
freedom, like the United
States it cannot shed its hy-
procisy about sex. Can 60
Sierra Leone dancers, per-
forming their native steps,
be any more sexually sug-
gestive thana milk manmak-
ing his rounds? Less pro-
bably, for the philandering
milk man is already part of
our folk culture as it were.

The moral climatein Lon-
don these days in permeated
with concernabout homosex-
uality. Every theatrical per-
formance refers to it and the
fags themselves parade end-
lessly up and down the
streets, British laws hereto-
fore have dealt harshly with
male homosexuality but inno
way diminished its ever-
growing popularity. Why the
Ministry of Public Buildings
and Works thinks bare
breasted dancers will cor-
rupt Trafalgar Square and
the Commonwealth Festival
and homosexuals not is a
mystery.

If 1

had a bit of advice for
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Londoners 1 would say the
more bare breasts, the bet-
ter.

CHARLOTTE BAR WAR

The Methodists and Bap-
tists of Charlotte, N.C,, have
promised to fight to thedeath
to prevent the establishment
of open bars in our city. Any
place where a fellow can pur-
chase a shot of rye or bour-
bon, for that matter, isbound
to bring vengeance on his
home town. So say they.

Of course the Chamber of
Commerce is for open bars,
so are all the restaurant
owners who struggle manful-
ly to make a profitonscram-
bled eggs in the morning and
fried steak in the late after-
noon, And so am [ whowould
like a bit of companionship
on those afternoons when I
fell the need to blow the dust
off myself,

I recommend to the local
Methodists a word from the
Mother Country, a promoun-
cement of the Vicar of Lord
Hill in England, the Rev,
Geoffrey Heal who, to help
raise the money for a new
church, has taken to barten-
ding in those free hours not
spent with his breviaries or
beside the bedside of the
sick. “‘I enjoy pubs,'’ says
the Vicar, ‘‘and the convi-
vial atmosphere one finds
in them. You meet Christ-
fanity wherever there are
people.”

I am only sorry I don’t
live in Lord Hill so I could
go tothis fellow’s church now
and then for a bit of comfort,

The pub iscertainly better
than some of the speakeasies
which from timetotime pro-
filferate in Charlotte.
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Hollywood, Calif. (TCNS)-
In a Las Vegas hotel lounge,
RCA Victor’s recording ar-
tist Si Zentnmer stands on
stage for 35 minutes while

“other acts perform. “The

trick,”” said the popular or-
chestra leader, *‘is not to
stand around with hands dan-
gling but to keep moving like
an Avis-Rent-a-Car, con-
stantly doing something.”
That's Si Zentner, always
swinging for motivation.

When Mel Torme finished
his vocals, Zentner leaned
over and whispered the su-
preme compliment for any
singer, ‘‘He's a great mu-
sician.”’

The- two Jewish person-
alities are close friends.

Torme followed with a
drum solo. It sounded per-
fect, great. Asked, ‘“Pro-
fessionally speaking, how
does Torme work at the
drums?’’ Zentner replied,
‘“‘He’s one of our best. This
is no hobby. He played with
the major bands, you know.””
We confessed we didn’t.

When the Velvet Frog and
the Swinging Eye teamed, it
proved a dream mating of the
drums and trombone,

Said Zentner, ‘‘Big band
drumming is a lost art.
There’s a big difference be-
tween playing for the big band
and the frio. In a big band,
the drummer is always sub-
servient to the man sitting
alongside, He hold the right
to play a solo only after he
has learned how to be sub-
servient,

“First, he has to play the
notes with his eyes. Next,
the most important stage
with a big band is to start
playing with the ears.””

“Would you hire Torme
today as your band drum-
mer?’" “Right now,”” re-
plied Zentner,

“What is exactly the pur-
pose of thebigband leader?”’
Said Zeatner, ‘““The leader
is the catalyst who gives the
band individuality and con-
cept and makes it identifi-
able. When radio listeners
recognize a band after hear-
ing a couple of bars, that’s
MI!

LIBERACE’S mother,
Frances Liberace, 73, satin
the lobby of the Riviera Ho-
tel in Las Vegas, At the mo-
ment, her son stood on stage
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1n thenearby Versaille Room
entertaining the customers
with his flamboyant act. One
of Lee’s jackets was so wild
it made NBC-TV's peacock
look like a plucked chicken,

Momma Liberace sat
there at peace with the world.
That is, all but for one com-
plaint, “‘Eddie Fisher hugged
me tonight.”” she said. ““He
killed by beautiful corsage.”’

BACK TO Si Zentner, he
told the story about a wo-
man who boarded a bus,
dropped a dime in the box
and asked in Jewish, “E-
metza ret Yiddish doo?"’
“‘Does anyone speak Jew-
sih here?”” A man in the
rear of the bus raised his
hand and said in Jewish,
“Otodu oh. Vost vilst doo?”’
(*I do. What do you want to
know.”’) The woman then
asked in perfect English,
“‘What time is it?"’

Si brought up the sub-
ject of oyngedepts (gedehmte
flaysh, roast meat,) *“I
learned something odd about
oyngedepts,”” said the band-
leader. “‘Gentiles can’t make
it but Negro chefs can. P’ve
never been able to under-
stand that,””

Added Frances, Si’schar-
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ming wife, “if oyngedepts
aren’t in your blood stream,
-you can take all the ingredi-
ents and forget it.””

For an Americanboy, born
and raised in America, Si
Zentner is a rarity. Whenhe
speaks Yiddish, many say of
him, ‘‘Ehr shtinkt noch foon
ship’’ (He still smells from
the ship’*) His wife callshim

a ‘*goldenah nshooma”’
(golden soul, not a bad bone
in his body)

Si love the story.about the
man who dropped intoa Union
Square (N.Y.) cafeteria and
asked for aglassof milk with
a drop. “‘A drop of what?”’
asked the counter man. ‘A
drop of coffee’ said the
customer, ‘‘Just for the
taste."”
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