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people who will recognize I j
its qualities. n , I

Would he play the leading II
role of the father? Regret- - II '.'

fully, Persoff said, I would I I

love to portray this beautiful
part out my .Yiddish cant I I ;
handle it My accent is 11
heavily Litrakwhichl picked I I

up from my grandmother II ,
while living in Jerusalem- - j . 11
My native tongue was j I I

'

Hebrew. So well have to I I
hire someone who speaks 1 1

much better Yiddish than I 1 1

do Yiddish, that's gesh-- 1 1

mack.' II
Asked where be expected 11

to find' the proper Jewish II
locale, inasmuch as New II
York's old ghettos no longer 1 1

exist, Persoff said, "Ad-- 1 1

mittedly it isnt simple to find II
our 1910 Jewish immigrant 11

atmosphere in New. York. II
Even if we were lucky enough 1 1

to locate today a reasonable II
facsimile, it would prove It
highly expensive. II

"A heavy money backer II
would pay for such costliness i

' but, with vast audiences in II
mind, he would insist on II

darppEng story comprom- - II
ises. With our low budget, II
we can afford the luxury of II

retaining the original story U

as an ignorant interloper,
a greenhorn with a jarring
accent To his family and
cronies . within his home or
environment he invites res-

pect and maintains hisintell-ecut- al

Image by speaking
bis native tongue .with elo-

quence. 'v, .

Persoff feeis Oat a size-
able portion of the world's
population still speaks and
understands Yiddish. The
remainder may easily follow
toe story line with subtitles
in the language of their par-

ticular country.
He emphasized, "This is

not a holy film. Although
toe special story deals with
a special group of people,
its success does not depend
on a Jewish audience maj-

ority. We intend to bold to
its spirit instead of watering
down its magnificence just to
cater to a wide audience of
unintelligent ticket buyers.
Its universal theme, should

Nebemiah Persoff and Ed
Ed Spiegel own the film
rights for Henry Roth's in-

triguing book, "Can It
Sleep", a best seller two

years ago although only a
moderate success ; when
originally published three
decades previously.. .At this
date, Persoff and ''Spiegel
stand poles apart on the
choice of film format but
Persoff hopes to win over
his partner with a revolut-

ionary idea. He wants to
shoot practically the entire
picture in Yiddish dialogue
with English subtitles.

Persoff explained his
ambitious program. "This
story concerns a Jewish
family of approximately 1910

told from a young boy's view-

point If related on the
screen with English dialogue
It would completely lose its
flavor, or as we say In

Yiddish Its ta'am. I prefer
to uphold its dignity by having
our characters speak in their
own language."

He recalled the movie,
"A Bell for Adano", in which
John Hodiak portrayed the
American major acting as
liaison officer. "The pro-

ducer made one horrible
mistake," said Nehemiab
with a dark frown. "He
had the local mayor plead
the town's cause in English
with a disenchanting accent
while Hodiak, speaking
perfect English, came off

beautifully. As a result,
Hodiak sounded like ah
intellect but the Mayor, un-

doubtedly a man of excellent
background and education,
sounded like a complete'
idiot

"Had the , Mayor spoken
eloquently in his own

language, he would have
properly reflected his true
intelligence and culture.
Hodiak should have commun-
icated with broken Italian."

This illustration, accord-

ing to . Persoff, ezactingly
mirrors the Jewish immig-
rant, a man of culture in
his native land who cant
express himself intelligently
here with his limited grasp
of English. To the American
born, this intellect from a
strange country shapes up

Harry Goldervs
"Only In America'7

from the pogroms in Europe.
There was ' one special
beggar who -- stood on the
corner : of - Stanton and j

Orchard streets every i

Friday, Before the Sabbath,!
people sought him out to drop
a .coin in his band. After
all, they needed him more;
than be needed them, charity
on the eve of the Sabbatfi

is a good deed recorded in
heaven. This elderly beggar
repeated; a phrase over and
over m-- a sing-so- ne voice:
"Shenkts anidduvabyiddishe
kinder" (Be charitable to
me, ye children of Israel!)
That ' phrase became event--'

ually the - first two bars f
"Summertime."

Mr. Levant has just
published his biography,
"The . Memoirs of an
Amnesiac" (Putnam's, New

York, $5.95X Oscar tells
us all about bis profession
and records a few hundred
insights into the lives of the
men and women who work in
Carnegie Hall, Tin Pan
Alley, and Hollywood, and of
his addiction to dermitoland
its consequences of horror in
psychiatric hospital wards.
Levant tries to be nonchalant
in these frantic chapters, but
it doesn't work. I know1 1

; OSCAR LEVANT

If , America would beaqualit- -
? atively finer country if as

many men were ashamed of
i their mediocrity as Oscar

J . Levant is ashamed of his
V - genius. That's right; that's

the only word for Oscar,
f genius.

.? .

I am proud to say I always
fi recognized Oscar Levant's

genius, though I have never
met him. I can see geniustu
past the patina of hypochon-
dria, the taking of pills, eye

It drops, nose drops, ear
I drops, and what not
I On the average, the public

can spot celebrities. But
the public rarely under- -

I stands the celebrity who is
also a genius. . Few men
today know "half as much

t about 'composition, orches- -
I tration, and the piano as

Oscar Levant At the piano
f Oscar Levant is nothing less
J;' than perfect . '

t? '

Perfection is the weight
that pulled him down, as
Cardinal Woolsey said of

-- Anne Boleyn. Levant was
, usually so perfect at the

,K piano that the onlyhappiness
he knew was when an
occasional discordant note.

. .'. intruded upon his concert.

He had the honor once of
performing one of his own

compositions for one of the
world's great conductors.
When Levant sat down, be
played, "When Irish Eyes
Are Smiling." j

But Oscar never play-act-ed

with the music of George
Gershwin. He is the most
inconsistent of men but about
Gershwin music he was
always consistent he recog-
nized Its greatness.lndeed,
he deserves credit for having
appreciated that greatness
long before Toscanini,
Stravinsky, Scbpenberg and
the other greaf conductors
recognized it jit is not
that Levant sought self-este- em

.in. Gershwin's
"shadow; Oscar Levant has
been fighting against self-estee- m

all his life. But
with Gershwin, he couldnt
help himself.

How right Levant was to
recognize "Porgy and Bess"
as the Great American Opera
While Im no musician or
musicologist the voices and
sounds I heard all my life
still perambulate through my
bead. Much of Gershwin's
music I heard in the Jewish
ghetto of New York City.

There were beggars on the
Lower East .Side of New York
in the days of mass migration

make an enemy for life but
I must say it: I feel a
great pity for Oscar Levant
But I do not begrudge Oscar
his 20 to 30 pills a day.
And let hem even continue
to slam the door in the
faces of all his good friends,
but let us hoope he's around
but let jus hope he's around
for a Ion?. Ion? time.

COCKTAIL FORMALS FROM SIZE 3 I

$24.98 up

Mel-A- ir Bridal Shope
1 S3 North 4th 382-17- 64

! INTRODUCTORY OFFER
I . vet 25 OFF TO ISRAELITE READERS
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Las Vegas' Only Manicure Bar
( For your convenience 734-610- 0 I

OPEN TIL 9 PM Please call for Appointment

Daily A 'S6f:r. 120 FLAMINGO ROAD 1

joBBOODBBtwigs by Marshalisoeecxsooet I

fit. MR. SY'S -
aTP Announces the Biggest Jackpots '

ever paid in Nevada. From $2500 ;

to $200. Win a Chinchilla, Mink,

k Not a Drawing-Straig- ht Jackpots

I; FASHION SQUARE
On TheStrip, Opposite Stardust

I

KID STUF
Dresses, Play Clothes, Swim Suits

Infants thru 14

115 North 4th Street

ROSH HA SHAN AH

(continued from page 2)
urge to strive upward, to
climb higher, to achieve
more, and become better.
These are the elements oft
Teshuva. .

i

m short, Jewish theology
has faith in man, for the com-

mand to repent, to change, to

practice Teshuva, means
that man has the ability to
effect these changes. Let no
one shortchange his own sup-

ply of faith in himself, in his
family, his friends and his
community such that he can-

not bring himself to Teshuva.
Rosh Hashana, therefore,

being the beginning of a new
Jewish year, is the time to

. examine this ancient value
concept passed down to us by
our fathers, and by assimil-
ating its true meaning into
our lives, begin to live a life
marked by the high standards
of Jewish values.
WWWWUWWWWWW
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LINCOLN CONTINENTAL

MERCURY
s And leasing all makes
I BUY FROM LES FOR LESS

s

--THIS WEEK'S SPECIALS
n , '65 LINCOLN, Exec Car, List $7,400

4 DOOR, EVERYTHING. WARRANTY $5395 j

! '63 CAD. COUPE de VILLE
FULL POWER. FACTORY AIR, tQCn; 16.000 ACTUAL MILES OOJU

; ; '63 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL
' LIKE NEW, FULL POWER, olcA
I FACTORY AIR. ; . . . $005U
; '64 LINCOLN

; - - ' FULL POWER, FACTORY AIR, $46954 : WARRANTY

( ; 2000 L.V. Blvd. So. 382-45- fl

i; LV. ISRAELITE i;

i
; URGES ALL READERS i

;

j; TO PATRONIZE i;

AT CHARLESTON AND (ij

LAS VEGAS BLVD, SO. i

j! WHERE YOU ARE ASSURED OF THE OLD j

WESTERN HOSPITALITY SERVICE J

I FLOOR VACUUMED, TIRES CHECKED, J

I WINDOWS WASHED, MOTOR CHECKED J

J; JAMES YUNK, owner-operat- or J

! 929 L.V. BLVD. SO. 385-960- 5 j

"'t - -

8 .m. 'til 12 Midnight Actom from th Srtrdurt
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11, :f4f50 Fashlon

' '1 f Square

i
735-747- 1 ' ' 7355062 ,1


