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Born August 12th, 19086,
to Martin and Helen, Ber-
keley and his two sisters
and seven brothers, lived
and grew up in this rural
community going through it’s
local grade school. He fol-
lowed by completing three
years in the nearby High
school in Overton, Berkeley
can look back and smile over
the fruitful life he experi-
enced during this period. He
mentions with pride the eight
horse freight team and the
500 head of cattle his family
owned and tended, Hetells of
hauling copper from the
mountains, With even more
of a glow, he recalls how his
brother, Marty proved to be
a hero. When Berkeley was
about eigh, therewasa small
flood. It was during school
hours, Berkeley saw some of
his father’s horses caught
midstream. Hisbrotherdove
into the water, cut one horse
free, drove it to the banks,
and returned amid the raging
waters to release one after
the other until six were
saved. The lasttwodrowned.

Berkeley recalls how at
the age of six, his home was
completely destroyed by
fire, He remembers holding
onto his mother’s apron, and
watching the neighbors form
a bucket line, handing the
water one man to another in
vain, All that remained were
the clothes on their backs,a
piano and a $5.00 bill his
Mother had in her pocket,
Undaunted, the family bunked

with the neighbors until a

temporary home was put to-
gether, and from there start-
ed completely anew,
Berkeley had noparticular
profession in mind, and upon
completion of his education
in 1926, from the old High
Schoal on fifth street, he
“started out by driving trucks
for a laundry, a dairy and a
baker. The church then sent
him for two and a half years
on a mission to Georgia and
Florida. He returned to our
city to commence work in the
Texaco station on 5th and
Fremont. After’gaining the
basic knowledge, he opened
his own tire and oil business,
on the site where the Na-
tional $1.00 store stands to-

day. Always a deeply reli- }

gious family, his ties being
strongly bound up with his
church, Berkeley was ap=-
pointed Bishop of his ward,

At this time he was elect-
ed to the Legislature, which
he served for three consecu-
tive terms. During his sec-
ound term of office he be-
came speaker of the Assem-
bly. When the late Senior
Senator Key Pitiman passed
on, Berkeley was appointed
to fill the unexpired term.
He spent two years in Wash-
ington. D.C. during the for-
mative stages of the out-

break of World War 2 and

was a member of the Senate
of Pearl Harbor when the
“State of Emergency’’ was
declared.
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Upon the expiration of his
term, he became an insur-
ance executive for twoyears,
until againhebecame elected
to Congress from Nevada,
for 1944 through 1946.

During this period he pur-
chased the Garrison Mor-~
tuary, located on Fremont
between 5th and 6th streets,
Completing his term of of-
fice, he resolved to return
home and become an active
participant in his own busi-
ness. His resolution wasn't

CATERING

allowed to take root for very
long, for he was appointed
President of the Southern
States Mission of his reli-
gious affiliation, and was

shipped toheadquatersin At- |

lanta, Georgia, where he re-
sided for 3-1/2 years, su-
pervising all missionary ac-
tivities in the states of Geo=
gia, Florida, So. Carolina
and Alabama,

Again, when he was re-
leased from his duties, he
returned to take active ma=-
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nagement of his business, In the 7th grade together, When
between times, hehad moved our friend first saw her, her
to a new location on 5th and black hair and blue eyes, re-
Stewart, changing the name minded him ofanother family
to *‘Bunker Burt Mortuary,”? he knew by the name of An-
which later, upon his pur- gel, and he thought therewas
chasing Lester Burt’s inter- some cvonnection. He still
est, became what is known calls her his ‘‘Angel”. Ro-
today as the “‘Bunker Mor- mance never really blos-
tuary’”’. (Originally Bryan, somed until they bothgradu~
another brother was inclu- ated thesameyc.rfrom High
ded - but is now long retired school and it was not until
from this branch and area), 1933 that they were united in

Now was thetimetobranch marriage. Through this
off into another tangent of m partnership they have two
memories, and Berkeleywas daughters, Loretta and Ann,
asked when and how did he and even more toBerkeley’'s
meet his wife? It appears approval, there are three
that although the parentshad grandchildren,
known each other since the Today this stockily built,
children were toddlers, Ber- medium height man, with his
keley and the charming Lu- greying hair, hazel eyes, that
cile Whitehead (spelt with have a peculiar depth, sits
one L) never really became behind his desk, flashing a
n.eqna.tnted until they shared warm smile, and Mndtngont
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friendly gquips to those who
are enjoying happy and close
conversations with him, For
those who are unfortunate
enough to be there on sad
occasions, there is still a
warmth and a closeness that
makes one feel there is a
reliable friend at hand.

The records show that
Berkeley has made his mark
with the Kiawanas, and the
Chamber of Commerce, The
Urban Renewal Committee
has him as a member, and
the Southern Nevada Histor-
ical Museum Association is
also proud to add him to its
list.

Today he is on assign-
ment for his church to visit
(approximately 30 weekends
out of the year) State Con-
ferences throughout the
Western area. He says that
he can think of no other
place in which he would
rather reside and his pre-
dictions for Nevada on the
whole, are optimistic. He,
along with so many others,
note the effects of the *‘grow-
ing pains’’ on this state, but
he feels that when thingsare
stabilized, theffuture will be
brilliant,
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