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IS IT TIME TO
FORGIVE GERMANY?
The Rabbi Doctor Asher of

‘Greensboro, N.C,, in an ar-

ticle published in Look mag-
azine says it is tims to for-
give Germany. The rabbiwas
born in Germany and was a
refugee who escaped the

slaughter.
H e argues that there can
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. which has aided Germany

be no such thing as collect-
ive guilt Guilt is not some-
thing inherited; it is some-
thing incurred. A German,

« man or woman, 30yearsold,
the mature citizen who is
a generation younger than I,
could not possibly have had
any part in the Nazi mass-
acre and atrocities. This is
true. How can anyone pay a
debt he does not really owe?
What is such payment worth
anyway?

I offered these same ob-
servations myself in 1961
when I spoke at the Free
University in Berlin. I was
perhaps not as articulate as
the rabbi, but I think it is
fair to say we are two men
in agreement.

Nineteen sixty-on was my
first trip to Germany, Since
then I have undertaken two
more, While I shall never be
a Germanophile (for obvious
reasons), my visits have
convinced me the Germans
are far from thick-skinned,
They are not reajly procl-
aiming their innocence, They
are like pesople everywhere
else. They -are worried about
“the bad things that have hap-
pened in their home.

Teh question is notwheth-
er you cdn forgive Germany,
but whether ultimately the
Germans can forgive them-
selves, When the Germans
do seem thick-skinned tous,
when they seem in these
postwar years weary of the
Question of guilt, I think it
is because they have not yet
found the rationalization of
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how they are going to for-
give themselves,

The tremendous prosper=-
ity, the industrialization

as America’s ally in Cen~. ‘-~~~

tral Europe against comm- -

unism has obscured the thick
sense of guilt which per-
vades the country,

You can cut this guilt with
a knife.

But what can a man say:
certainly I cannot feel sorry
the Germans are guilty. The
worst of all lessons history
had to teach us took place in
Germany. Nor can any of us
say, forget it. Indeed we can-
not forget what the Germans
did lest we ourselves some-
how become as corrupt and
cruel,

We are all diminished not
by the guilt, u;.t by the action
which elicits {
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MAGAZINE COVERS

- Agood friend of mine who
has worked on magazines all
his life tells me whenever he
is in trouble for a story to
up the circulation he has a
simple remedy, ’

He puts a new 60-day won-
der diet or a new wonder
30-day diet on the cover, His
problems are solved for the
month,

Of course, it istrue hehas
to spend severaldaysworry-
ing about the people whowill
flop dead because they’ve
denied themselves sugar, or
because they’ve eaten noth-
ing but spinach and eggs, or
because they've denied them
selves carbohydrates, Butas
he says, a 50-cent magazine
with a two million eirculation
figure is worth any number
of dieters.

Editors also depend upon
a beadline which boasts the
reader who can peruse a

“Guide for Marital Fidelity*

“and the wise guys alwaysin-

clude & *Guide for Marital
Infidelity.” It is quite frue
no one needs either, not in
America, nor anywhere else
for that matter.

Judging from the success
of magazines which feature
muide women, all of whom
look like ice cream sodas,
a lady without her clothes
will also sell magazines.

Nothing is as sure a best-

seller as a description of the .

perfect murder. Murder
must be in everyone's heart
because those stories which
command immediate audie-
nce interest are those which
tell how scoundrels nearly
got away with it, it being
carving up wives, lovers, or
business partners,
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EFFORTLESS WEIGHT CONTROL

Everyone can learn the new
modern way of self-hypn-
osis to control their weight
permanently,

The self-relaxation exer-
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fatigue, help you to sleep
years younger, - ‘-

One 1ady 1ost M1bsiin first
week, A man lost 17 Ibs. in
21 days.

It’s so absolutely effortless
you’ll be amazed, anexcit-
ing new experience,
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In the days of prohibition,

Hollywood, Calif, - For his
current shooting film “Trunk
to Cairo,” Audie Murphy will
film his *Egypt scenes® in
Israel. Well, that’s an im-
provement,. Marty Mills and
his wife Edie Adams will
move out of the Beverly Hills
house t Ernie Kovacs,
Edie’s 1 husband, built,
The surprise of it being that
they lived there at all with
her memories,

TONY CURTIS will accept
Russia’s invitation to attend
its *65 Moscow Film Fest-
ival in mid-July. Tony guest-
ed at the same event in "63.

.This year, he'll take along

a print of “The GreatRace,”
ermrmmh:lmueoo-

starred with Jack Lemmon.

BEST WISHES and speedy
recovery to Robert M, Weit-
man, M G M’s production
vice-president, who suffered
a slipped dise....... Herschel
Bernardi, currently starring
on Broadway in “Bajou,” for-

articles onhow beer was fer-
mented in the basement or
how wine was pressed in the
bathtub never failed to ar-
ouse interest, In the days of
the affluent society, of cour-
se, how to make a million
dollars in the stock market
is sur to bear some relation
to someone” with a spare
buck.

But there’s a bright side
to all of this--there is still
deep concern with the human
story. A few miners trapped
underground or a quantity of
a rare blood type rushed ac-
ross the continent still com-
mand our interest and res-
pect. ©
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med his own independent co-
mpany to produce television
and films, Herschel hasbeen
making 2 pot of money. Now
he’s asking for a mess of
trouble,

EDDIE FISHER and his
brother “Bunny” (Alvin), who
has been his road manager
for three years, have split
at the seams, non-singing
“Bunny” refused to sing out
with any complaints, stating
it simply, “We both have our
faults,” He used to work for
Paul Anka,

PUBLICIST Russell Bird-
well once received a blood
transfusion from a Jewish
donor. Ever since, ell
has labeled himself as “one

at the time, David O. Selz~
nick, memoed the publicist,
“l am Chairman of the Jew-
ish Welfare Drive and be-
cause you are now one ofus,
I am deducting ten percent
from your salary for the re-
mainder of the year.”

Selznick actually made the
deductions which Birdwell
laughingly refused to chall-
enge.

SAMMY FAIN, on of the
cleverest Jewish songwrit-
ers, of which there are many,
is one of the most talented
singing songwriters, of whi-
ch there are few, if any
more, Sammy has written
the melody for the title song
ofu)lml's".loy in the Morn-

Said Sammy at the Cocoa-
nut Grove recently, “Richard
Cahmberlain the fune
in the film and

New
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his first hit tune, Sammy
named “Let a Smile Be Your
Umbrella.” It broke in 1925
and where were you then?

ISRAEL had to break its
promise to lend The Mirisch
Corporation 800 of its crack
troops for use in “Cast a
Giant Shadow,” now shooting
(film, not bullets) in Israel.
The troops had something
more important to do at the
time - slap Jordan’s wrist,

HARRY KARL may insist
on equal time for his parish
affer his wife Debble Rey-
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