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I remember that the prin-
cipal of Public School 20 on
the Lower East Side of New
York was atall, bearded gent
by the name of Colonel Rob-
ert Smith, who had lost an
eye in the Civil War, What a
thrill it was for immigrant
boys to feel so close to
American history! We did not
realize then the proportions
of Col. Smith’s true heroism.

We did not know that we
were part and parcel of the
most successful experiment
in the history of human re-
lations. Smith and his trach-
ers were turning immigrants
into citizens and they were
doing it within a single gen-
eration. Not Rome, not Gre-
ece, not Alexandria, no
nation ever welcomed the
stranger, let alone made the
stranger at home. But the
American public school sys-
tem did this, True, they had
for material the zeal of the
immigrant himself, the str-
anger who wants so desper-
ately to resemble the native,
but there were the teachers,
too.

Remembering these pion-
eers, Col. Smith and the tea-
chers who taught with him,
we must ask what has hap-
pened? Such pioneersdeser-
ve better from a pation with
the greatest facilities ever
developed.

Harry Golden'’s

“Only In America”

We have many serious

problems today. For one
thing we must again regard
the individual teacher as a
person with an individual
mind, an individual sensit-
ivity,
A, serious matter is this
desperation ‘concerning ad-
mission to college. Why
should every high school
graduate worry for two years
whether an American col-
lege has room for him?

Twenty years agowhen the
veterans inundated the col-
leges at the end of World
War II, we knew our high-
er institutions were inade-
quate. They are more inad-
equate than ever now,

More than 50 years ago
Governor Aycock, known as
the education governor of
North Carolina, set out to
conguer illiteracy in our st-
ate, Today North Carolina
still has nearly one half mil-
lion illiterates and, mind
you, these are Tar Heels,
many of them Covenanteers,
whose ancestors fought with
Washington and whose an-
cestors later bled for the
Confederacy. But school=
books still must be purchas-
ed, a terrible tax and poor
punishment to the poor. We
have no immediate solution
and we have no kindergarten
system at all, Over 50 years
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ago Governor Aycockdreamt
of

system which

year-olds how to write a
simple declarative sentence,

Another serious problem
is the invention of fear into
the lives and careers of the
teachers, When I was a boy
the parents were frightened
of the teachers. Today the
teachers are frighteped of

thé pabégts. Scared todeath,

classrooms; tow fatally, And
not a single one of the stu-
dents has ever been wounded
as far as I could discover.

HOLDING THAT HEMLINE
I seem to see more knees
around town than ever be-
fore, although I haven’t seen
anything in the paper about
the new look or the new style.
Skirts are shorter than they
have been since the 1920’s.
It’s interesting that with all
these exposed knees there
hasn’t been much publicity
about it. No ome pays any
attention to it, really.
Somewhere in one of my
books I tell the story about
my friend whose fatherhada
shoeshine place up near the
Flatiron Building, where
Broadway and Fifth Avenue
meet at 23rd Street in New
York. The troliey cars stop-
ped there and it was a high
step and the ladies gathered
their skirts as they stepped
up and you saw their ankles
and my friend’s father often
laughed about the sports who
sat up there watching this and
saying, ‘“Give me another
gmn)’

HOOTENANNY TUES.
YOUTH HOUSE

Everybody come to the
hootenanny!

Folk singing as well as
sons of protest and freedom
will be open for public en-

REDS BACK ARABS

LONDON (WNS) Premier
Chou En Lai of Communist
China has pledged his coun-
try’s “firm support™ to
Syria in its defense ‘‘ag-
ainst Israel’s constant ag-
gression” in the Jordan Ri-
ver area, according to a re-
port reaching here from
Damascus.

Disclosure of Red Ch-
ina’s “firm support” was
made by a Syrian Govern-
ment spokesman who said the
assurance had been given to
Syrian President A, Hafez,

pool in the area.
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SUMMER SESSION

July 5Thru July30 10AM.-1PM.

® Pre-School thru first grade ® Transportation from
_ most areas ® Swimming will be offered as an
option activity ® Classes will be held ot a private

Registration at Seton Academy
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""" OPERATED VENDING EQUIPMENT -

Operate your own coin operated vending machine. The Ed Mack
Coin Machines of New York' and Connecticut now offers Nev-
ada, Arizona, and New Mexico business people the chante to
own and operate their'own equipment. Realize greater profits b
owning your own equipment; juke boxes, games, food and drink
venders, candy and cigarette machines, pool tables, sales and
service. For full details:
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ED MACK Coin Machines

. 130 South 4th, Las Vegas
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Hollywood, Calif.--A Riv-
fera Hotel casino boss sug-
gested to Eddie Figher that

he cut four numbers from his

Riviera act so that the cus-
tomers could leave the show-
room earlier and give

mm m_
for his tender relationship

“TH cut four of my num-
bers if you’ll cut four of
yours.”

That should create an in-
teresting dice game-no two’s
three’s, twelves or sevens-
instant guarranty that the
first player to hold the dom~
inoes could convert Las
Vegas within 24 hours into
a vast ghost town,

Incidentally, Fisher had
been booked to open at the
Sahara Hotel Christmas
night but the date has been
canceled by mutual agree-
ment, Instead, Eddie will
sing exclusively hereafter at
the Riviera Hotel because,
as he publicly announced, ““1
now own two points which
makes me 2 Riviera execu-
tive.”’

Las Vegas gamblers know
that nobody can own points
in any unless that person is
approved by the Nevada
Gaming Commission, A re-
cent check with that depart-
ment shows nothing of re-
cord that Fisher has been
approved for ownership of
any percentage. Therefore,
Eddie’s announcement ap-
pears premature.

It was this same Gaming
Commission that pressured
Frank Sinatra into sale of
his Nevada hotel percentages
due to Frank’s alleged as-
sociations with persons not
approved by the Com-
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After receiving consider-
able mail from her appar-
ently delifhted viewing aud-
ience who threw back the kiss
in their letters, Dinah de-
cided to keep it in the act
as her signoff trademark,

DURING REHEARSALS
for “*Pajama Game’ at the
Valley Music Theater in the
San Fernando Valley, co-

John Raitt repeatedly
bbed while trying to pick

u, iel Landers, whose
rival those of
Jackie Gleason,

"Watch out, John,” war-
ned Muriel, ““You’ll get a
kileh.” Assuming at first
that his life was in jeopardy,
Raitt later laughed when
Muriel explained, to the con-
trary, that the Yiddish word
means hernia.

Which also explains why
Mack ‘‘Killer”” Gray, George
Raft’s celebrated confidant
for many years, inspired
fear in countless Hollywood
cliff dwellers who regarded
Gray as an ominous threat,
Finally, the truth come to
light when Gray confessed
sheepishly that he could brag
of no notches, as a matter
of fact not even a gun,

It seems that during his
more youthful and active
days, Mr. Gray had suffered
a hernia, prompting his fr-
fends to tag him with the
medically descriptive
kileh.”” Thus, ‘*Kileh* Gray,
understandingly misinter-
preted as “‘Killer’”” Gray.




