April 16, 1965

From the Desk
of Rabbi Gold

ders,
Rahbis and laymen, over this
extremely sensative prob-
lem. Especially at this sea-
son of Passover when we
recall the slavery of our peo-
ple in ancient E , the ter-
rible trials difficulties
thoughout the ages, and the
horrible slaughter vital rel-
igious civilization called
Judaism.

No tyrant or enemy has
been able to destroy our
people. Yet in the atmos-
phere of freedom and dem-
ocracy lurks the danger of
self destruction through the

creeping menace ofassimil-
- | ation which normally spills
over into intermarriage.

Comments on this

ot indi i
marriage published in the
last three weeks, is a re-
flection of the growing con-

PASSOVER
GREETINGS

- Rabbiniecal

are by no means exhausted
either from your Rabbi or
from countless individuals
who agonize with me over
this ussue, I, therefore, call
your attention to the state-
ment below of the Minnesota
Association wh-
ich includes all the Reform,
Conservative and Orthodox
Rabbis of this state whose
view onthis problem is worth
your serious attention.
Recent studies of the Am-
erican Jewish community
reveal that there is among
Jews a rising rate of inter-
faith marriage. Judaism,
from time immemorial, has
been opposed to interfaith
marriage recognizing it asa
threat to the survival of the
Jewish faith. As rabbis, we
note with deep concern the
high percentage of children
born of interfaith marriages
who are then lost to Judaism.
We also note with heavy
hearts the sociological evi-
dence which indicates a
greater frequency of broken
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homes among intermarried

couples than among couples
of common religious back-

ground.

Althought the young adult
picks his own mate, we, as
parents and community lead-
ers, have an obligation to
creat those home and com-
munity conditions that

strengthen the desire of young
people to establish a Jewish
home withaJewishlife part-
ner.

We believe that American
Jewish life toda eds a
three point program to coun-
ter interfaith marriage.

We believe that in homes
where the young experience
sincere religious commit-
ment, consistent ritual prac-
tice and family participation
in many activities of the Jew-
ish community, the likelihood
of interfaith marriage isre-
duced. Significant Jewish
loyalty matures in an envir-
onment of faith and mitzvot,
of love and discipline, andof
healthy parent-toparent and
dhild - to- parent relation-
ships,

An atmosphere of family
tension, or of love without
discipline, - or Jewishness
without Judaism, often sets
the stage for adolescent re-
bellion through interfaith
marriage.

(Continued Next Week)

CANTOR'S MESSAGE..
Continued from Page 1
for what is right because
someone may not look favor-

m stand. Pass-
over isa not only of re-
membering the bravery of
some of our forefathers, but
to dedicate ourselves to er-
adicate evil and oppres-
sion wherever it may be
bound.

1 remember a Seder in
1958 in Seoul, Kores, just35
miles on this side of the
front lines. It was a very
impressive ceremony. in-
deed, most he
The meal consisted oll(osh-
er food flown directly from
Bropklyn -- Manischewitz
wine, borscht and potatoes,
etc., for approximately 1000
GI’s. For one who was re-
latively new in the United
States, this was a rare ex-
perience -- in fact, unbe-
lievable! The Seder was con-
ducted by Rabbi Herbert Rri-
chto, Rabbi Shriner of
Boston and myself. Both
pointed out *‘that the strug-
gle for freedom still contin-
ues all over the world and
that we, as Jews, should be
thankful that we live in a
country where we are given
the chance to practice what
we believe.”” Yet we still
must continue the fight with-
in ourselves to remain true
to our heritage and not to
sucgumb to outside pressur-
es,

This year let us attend
Passover Services at least
once. Show your childrenthat
Pesach means something to
you. Bring them with you to
give thanks. Let there be
meaning in the effort you put
forth in constructing this
beautiful edifice.

May this season of free-
dom inspire us to join hands
with our neighbors and pray
for true liberty for all people
everywhere -- for a univer-
sal Passover throughout the
world and to all inlnbita.ﬂs
thereof.
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