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PASSOVER MARVEL
(The following information was gathered from the Col-

umbia Encyclopedia, The Story of Pesach published by a
commercial matzoth company, and Tolstoi.) t

;

How much can be added to a story that has been com-

memorated and told in every Jewish family during' the
annual Seder? True, each year the ceremonial portion of
the traditional party dwindles, while the menu for the feast
keeps expanding in proportion to the new products that hit
the market labled Kosher for Passover. The soup -- to -- nuts
Seder now includes canned soups, frozen meats, all flavors
of soda pop, many kinds of candy and after-dinn- er mints --

all legitimately in keeping with Passover dietary laws, and
Stylish. ; vsr..-;- - c; .,. ,

But the story persists, nevertheless.
It had Its inception long before Moses, when Jacob's son

Joseph, was sold into slavery by his brothers. Joe, with
his Jewish 'fkup" interpreted a dream of the king Pharoah
which saved Egypt from starvation. All Joe did was store
up grain during the years of plenty for food during the years
of starvation.- -

..
:

,

Generations later,' another' Pharaoh, panicked by inter-
pretation of a nightmare, ordered all Jewish male babies
cast into the Nile. That's when Moses was set adrift in a
waterproof basket and was rescued by the Pharaoh's daugh-
ter, to grow up in the palace, t

. Moses, who never forgot he was a Jew, belted an anti-Sem- ite

and had to go into hiding. He married the daughter
of a Priest and became a sheep grazer. '

One day near Mr. Sinai, a voice from a burning vush
commanded Moses to set the children of Israel free. Moses
tried to reason with Pharaoh but it was no use. Strong

- measures were needed. A plague brought death to every
first-bo- rn Egyptian. Pharaoh was glad then to get rid of
the Hebrews, who took off in a hurry. Three days later,
Pharaoh changed his .mind and set out after the Jews with
the Egyptian army. The Israelites practically had to eat on
the march ans as forprepared food didnt have time to let
the dough rise so the short-bak- ed bread came out unleav-
ened now known as matzoths.

Then came the incident at the Red Sea where the. waters
parted to let the Hebrews across, only to come together
again to drown the Egyptians. After 40 years of wandering,
the Israelites settled in Canaan, the Promised Land beyond
the Jordan River. But Moses never got there. j ,

It was God's will that Moses should get a look at the
Promised Land from Mt Pisgah before he died of old age.

Exactly when Moses, received theTen Commandments from
God is not clearly Identified. Our belief is that Mosesjvfas
in constant touch with God and all liturgical law was prom-
ulgated through him. From the Ten Commandments came
all accepted criminal codes and mandates of human ethics
practiced in civilized countries.

Leo Tolstoi, the Russian novelist and philosopher who
died in 1910, came up with several answers to the question:
"What is a Jew?" Some of his responses are appropriately
significant to the story of Passover.

He wrote: "Let us see what kind of peculiar creature
the Jew is, which all the rulers and all nations have togeth-
er and separately abused and molested, oppressed and per-
secuted, trampled and butchered, burned and hanged - and
in spite of all this he is yet alive.

"The Jew is the religious source, spring and fountain
out of which all the rest of the peoples have drawn their
beliefs and their religions.

'

The Jew is the pioneer of liberty. The Jew is the pion-
eer of civilization. Ignorance was condemned in olden
Palestine more even than it is today in civilized Europe

"The Jew is an emblem of civil and religious toleration,"
wrote Tolstoi, who went on to quote Moses in remote and
savage times when the principal ambition of the nations
consisted of. crushing and enslaving one another: "Love
the stranger, Moses commands, "Because you have been
stranger in the land of Egypt"

"The Jew is the emblem of eternity," wrote Tolstoi,
who continued, "He whom neither fire nor sword nor in-

quisition was able to wipe off from the face of the earth, he
who was the first to produce the oracles of God, he who has
been for long the guardian of prophesy, and who trans-
mitted it to the rest of the world - such a nation cannot be
destroyed The Jew is everlasting as is eternity Itself."

After reading the writings of Tolstoi, who authored "War
nd Peace," "Anna Karenina," and other monumental

works, you kind of get the unequivical, indisputable feelingthat the Jewish religion is here to stay. Let's keep it that
way no matter how you celebrate Passover. -

Incidentally, Tolstoi was not Jewish. '
I l .
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WE WERE SLAVES
UNTO PHAROH

By Sidney Peilte
' Opening a Haggadah at the Seder table we find that, ,
like all other festive occasions in Jewish life, these?- -.

vice begins with the traditional Kiddush. Certain special
introductory rituals follow and a. pointed reference is

, made to the plate containing the Matzohs, all present
proclaiming that"yhis is the bread of affliction which our
ancestors ate in the land of Egypt "The youngest person
present then recites the well-know- n. Ma Nish-ta-na- h,

and the reading of the Haggadah is on its way.
Refer, now to the opening sentence of the response to

the questions propounded by the youngster. It starts with
the phrase: "Because we were slaves unto Pharaoh in
Egypt.;." Why were our ancestors in Egypt to begin with,
and bow did they happen to come to slaves of Pharaoh? The .

explanation given in the Haggadah that "we have come to
sojourn in the land" is only a part of the answer. The
fact is that it was Joseph, the Premier of Egypt, who was
responsible for the migration of the Jews to that country.

The Haggadah reminds us that: the patriarch, Jacob,
was living in Canaan with his family and that there was

, famine in the land, the same famine that Joseph had pre-
dicted, some seven years earlier, would strike Egypt !

After the now much-publiciz- ed, touching reunion of the 1

brothers, Joseph, acting on instructions from Pharaoh, :

asked his father to come and live In Egypt Pharaoh ing

the "best of the land." The invitation wasac- -
cepted, although only "to sojourn." Thus it was that
Jacob, and his family went to live in the land of Goshen.
There the population explosion which bad been promised
to Jacob, and to Abraham before him, followed.

Time passed, and Joseph and those of his genera- -
tion passed on, as did the Pharaoh whom be had served 1

' so well and who had befriended his father and his fathers'
, people. Meanwhile the Jewish population had increased
to undreamed of proportions, and was continuing to grow.
The new occupant of the Egyptian throne, to whom the
exploits of Joseph on behalf of the prior Pharaoh were
unknown, intertalned no benevolent sentiments towards the
Jews. Indeed he adopted, and encouraged the Egyptians
to exhibit a hostile attitude towards the people whom
he regarded as strangers in his land, fearing that they v

mgith Join Egypt's enemies in case of war. That his fears "

were groundless made no matter; he was .stermined to
oppress the Jews: in the futile hope of preventing their
increase. Thus come about the enslavement of the Jews
under Pharaoh: the indirect, unpredicted, and wholly'
unexpected outcome of an act of kindness on the part of '.

a monarch and the sagacity and cleverness of his Jewish
Viceroy. , ;

It is. an interesting sidelight on this bit of biblical .

history that in Joseph's administration fo the food supply
--

,

during the period of the famine, it was the Egyptian pec-p-ie
who became enslaved, giving up first their money,

then their possessions and land and finally their freedom. '

Their lands were later returned to them, but l5thof
all they produced 'iiad tot be paid to Pharaoh, Jor his '
benevolence. f "

I I BIRGHER SQUELCHED
Everything is turning out all right folks, as we knew

V it would. - '

f : r - You see, in this great, big, wonderful country of ours,- there is a unseen equalizer, a hidden leveler, which
" somehow brings things back to status quo whenever they

'

- seem to stray too far in any direction.
i v Back in the roaring 20? s during the aftermath of World

War 1, with the stock market soaring to unheard of highs,'- .' prosperity was at a peak and prohibition an accepted
,

1 circumstance. With prohibition came illegal booze and
galore. The illicit sale of liquor became the

; biggest racket of all .time, enticing gangsters andhood- -
lums away from prostitution, smuggling and dope. With
millions upon millions in cash at their disposal, or- -.

: ganized crime, gangs cropped up in all sections of the
I country. With money as the passport,, the journey was
? easy for nefarious characters to gain control of lawmaking

. politicians, . police who; enforced the laws and courts
' - where laws, were adjudicated. There seemed to be no
r . - I end to the", unhealthy situation and no way out of the

' grips of the fnholy. - - !

J Just when all was hopelessly lost up cropped Thomas
E. Dewey and other fearless prosecutors. The Achilles

- heel in the impregnable position of the gangsters was
, the little-thought-- of, mild, income! tax evasion laws.
; there was a time when Communism was the order of

t
' the day and persons at all levels strove to get on the band

wagon. - --This extremity - on the Jeft was soon combatted
. by McCarthyism, which removed the Commys from

i t
! style and brought on an equally dangerous-menac-

e. In
due course the junior Senator from Wisconsin became

1 an also ran., v .
- ...

In the back wash of the extreme measures of the Mc- -,

. Carthy movement other rightest organizations came into
being. As usual, the placid, run-of-the-- American Joe- .;was conderned with making a living, supporting his
family and minding his own business. But rabble-rouse- rs

were at work planning and plotting to upset the equil--.

" ibrium of our status quo The American Nazi Party and
' the John Birch society. among others were formed and

commenced using every 'and any means for recognition.
. The Rockwell mob, capitalizing on all the "good" Hitler

' did for this little old world of ours, are continuing the
tactics of the' Fuehrer, like a calf nibbling on the teat

' '
, of anti-Semitis- for sustinance. They're no-wh- ere yet

so well dismiss them with a yawn.
But the John Welshers are another story.
After grouping around for recognition, with secret mem- -'

bership lists,, outlandish accusations against American's
most respected citizens, hidden innuendoes about Jews
being behind the Communist movement and Commys ing

Civil Righters. The John Birchers suddenly got
a lucky break. Through some quirk of circumstance
Barry Goldwater got the Republican nomination for the
presidency. Now the Birchers came into their own. More
than a million joined' the ranks of this questionable

organization.
The Birchers, striving for respectability, had to re-

nounce some of the ridiculous theories they expounded
at the beginning and on the way up. No, they didnt mean
it when they said Pres. Eisenhower was a Communist
Smear was the order of the day by this secret society

But the pendulum is now on its backswing. Congress
is about to investigate these organizations. Last Sunday
a one hour documentary was shown pn television. "Danger
on the Right" was a presentation under the auspices of
the local chapter of the Anti-Defamat- League of Bnai
Brith. Mrs. George Brookman, Eileen to you and us,
brought the show to our and your attention.

After years of wondering when and what will come
along to combat this terrible evil, with a snap of the finger
our wonder and worry is being resolved.

The documentary proved clearly, unquestionably,
the nonsense, the futility, the stupidity of the purpose
and course of the John Birch Society. At last an intell-
ectual, thorough response is being made to the wild'
charges of the irresponsible society.

Like we said at the beginning, folks, everything's
turning out all right

traditional way to make a Seder
CANDLES re A CUP OF WINE 4 THE HAGGADAH m MATZOH repre- - mm THE 2'IOAH,

1 lirhted bv the I is placed t r.ch J Uiter.lly "llie tell- - fk it. the "bread of W f roa.ted .hank
mother .f the table e.ing. The J ing", contain, the A affliction" ; eaten by Ts3jftr!J 7,sanctification ot complete Seder the Jews in Egypt.
h.cLi!.if pJT the Holiday is pro-- ceremonies in their and also the bread represent the n- -

ilL 3K5i0 - re.ied order ; that had to be baked eient.acrifice of
-- JnWcHP7fhreea ft'-Thffir- ' ' during their hasty . the Paschal lambf

lioawhaehsbpfo- -,
dMajyil ccjipa are plan ote book T flight wheii there ' (Pesmck) which

if - nonnres tv?re j kiifftdCring the cpncerneil' mkSnly "'"i?!, ho time for had to be eaten
caadies grw,a tfc , 0 the it!i fliesWry of .) 'w leaveaing. .Three roasted. Pesach, the

! ligfOtfs mrinmir tu "?ea7r7"Tnakirig a rtie Jews deliver- - matxot are placed Hebrew name for
r " thi simple act.Afl otal of four, to ahcf lwfgyi;""-i-" in theTSeder tray. Passover, also re--

,i ! - abuadaace otJight ' mffifailie-ldti- r is read before the Half the middle few to the Lord's
symbolics joy and expressions of the meal. After dinner matzoh, saved for passing over (po

X . festivity, and the Lord's promise to follows the second the Ajikomon fdos- - ach ) the Jewish
--

. soft candle-glo- redeem the chil- - portion consisting sert), is playfully homea during the;
adds an aura of drrn of Israel and of prayers of praise "stolen" by a child plague visited upon

I, spirituality to the deliver them from and thanks to the and ransomed for a the Egyptian first-- ;
- . Seder tabic. Umlage. Almighty. prize. born.

:t c" -
- '

f - THE BEITZAH, THE MAROR THE CHAROSET, THE KARFAS, . THE CUP OF EU- -

j a roasted egg M or "bitter herbs" J placed beneath the a piece of parsley I JAH, filled withr J placed left of the Aw ( usually horserad- - Z'roah is a mix- - mf or ,e,tucr plcl to I wine, is kept on
' W ishK is' placed in ,urf o'f chopped the left of the the table through- -

' : he ybl?e5 the middle of the
apple, nuts, c.nna- -

v Charoset, symbol- - fuut 'ne .1- ing brought on .11 tr.y and symbol- - the meager ,t..lh?festivals in the ize. the Jews' bit- - mon. and w.ne de- - Prophet
Temple. The egg. ter under ned to look like SI, 11 ' PPW

whi.poti.selfs.c. the Egypti.1. yoke. the mort.ru sed b, .",0 TSZSff it"!. ,." Directly below is the Jews in build- - nouncisalt water in re- - the coming .

f"'8 'Vt Cha.zereth ;."-
- .ngtheP.le.and membr.nce of the of the Me..iah.

h other piece of pyramids of Egypt ,,rs ,hey ghed in Thus, in the midst

tliTZrj'tfr t'he during centurie. of ,heir misery. The of their memorie
-- jJr.H;.e0th the them f forced labor. Be-- past,

loss of the Temple custom of eating Korpas also sigm- - Jews look forward
where the sac- - Maror sandwiched fore the Afnrw i f, Springtime. to the day of uni- -

. rificea were between two pieces eaten, it is dipped the season of Pass-- ; ' versal peace love, 1

V ' 1 ' ' ' ' brought).'
' of Matzoh.. mto the ChareseU X i i avtt.i H I H t i ; i : fand brotherhood. !
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TEEN SCENE
By Vickie Grafman

,V J '4
t'.t ."

The Las Vegas B.B.G. is
holding a dance in the Temple
Youth Center April 24 to
strengthen their drive for
new members. The dance
will be from 8:00 to 11:30 and
is open to all Jewish teen-
agers ages 14-1- 8. The ad-

mission will be free and
there will be a live band

College coeds in for Pass-
over are Merle Grafman and
Ginger Gilson from San Fer-
nando Valley State College; ?

and Elaine Katzmanfrom San

Jose State College. Also in
for the holidays is Linda Ra-

bin, who works for a lawyer
in Los Angeles.

Those U S. Y. members
who participated in the Teen-
age Seder last Sunday at 5:30
were Billy Brown, Marty
Kravitz,-Mar- k Toscher,
Larry Brown, Jan Klein, and
Frank Dase. Girls who acted
as hostesses and helped with
the preparing of the Seder
were Vickie Grafman, Ruth
Pearson, -- Sharon Kersch,
Judi Gold, Joan Weinstein,
and Brianne Dase. i i ! -
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