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LET’S CAL

While we were mulling over in our mind the nature and
scope of an editorial for this weeks’s edition, the phone
rang. It was a wrong number and the conversation lasted
only seconds, but it was enough to inspire thoughts for a
full piece. b <

When we lifted the receiver a voice asked: “Why weren’t
you at Priesthood this morning?” For an instant we were
under the impression it was someone kidding at 1l a.m.
Sunday morning. ‘We answered, *Who is this?” The voice
responded, “This is your Bishop. Is this George?”

After we’d hung up, we got to thinking.

Who was George? Why didn't he attend church services
that morning? Was he someone special? Was he on parole
in the technical custody of his spiritual leader? Then our
thoughts ran to the possible practice inreligions other than
the Jewish Faith. Was it customary to make calls to in-
dividuals asking why they did not attend services?

Then we remembered why the coincidence of the name,
George, rang a bell in our mind. If it were Harry, or Sam
or Pete, the incident promptly would have been forgotten and
we'd be wrting about Spring or the horrible state of the
local press, or some such insignificant generality, but not
when George was involved. That’'s different.

Some of you readers may recall a headline vaudevillian,
Harry Baker, who played an accordion while he told jokes.
A sideman, Sid Silver, sat in an upper box making remarks
that heckled the star. At one point in the act a beautiful
worldly-wise showgirl walked onstage. During conversation
with her, Baker asked for a kiss. She refused, indignantly.
«Who do you kiss,” asked Baker ungramatically, but inn-
ocently? She answered point-blank: *I only kiss George.”

The next query, naturally, from Baker was, “Who's

George?”

The answer, that- a roar of laughter from the
andience, came fro Iver, who yelled out, “Who aint!”

That’s the point we’re trying to make concerning attend-
ance at religious services. We're all George.

There is no question that all religionsencourage attend-
ance. The strength and growth of each Faith depends.on
active participation of the congregants. The core of each
religion is evident, unguestionably. Otherwise there would
be no foundation for the initial establishment. Therefore;-
it is not the encouragement of those who are already part
and parcel, with whom we are concerned. It is those who
are indifferent and those on the fringe who can take it or
leave it, who need our attention. A

Wwithout reflection, some religions persons
from other Faiths to convert to theirs. Some religions are
deeply engrossed in missionary work in far cornersof the
earth, teaching heathens and un-Godly races the worthiness
and wholesomine necessity of belief inGod. This is admirable
and deserves full commendation.

The Jewish Faith, for the most part, is not after new

"GEORGE

acquisitions. We will accept converts only after intensive,

conversation with a spiritual~leader, who is careful and
thorough in the practice and purpose of our

] explaining
beliefs. Other religions probably have the same or even

more intensive proceedure. Most conversions are brought
unbmt by inter-marriage, which creates an inherent, binding
e.
The problem, we believe, in the Jewish Faith is not
attracting converts, but inrejuvenating enthusiasm in those
who have strayed. Not those who may have joined other
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YIDDISH AIN'T DEAD

By Sidney Peilte

Among the inovations in-
troduced at Temple Beth
Sholom by Rabbi Gold was
toe Adult Education Program
which has beenaccepted with
unexpected enthusiasm and
success. Included in the
curriculum are classes in
Yiddish, which, according to
reports, are not omnly well
received, but thoroughly en-

ing
the growing anti-Semitism of
the Germans (it was in Ger-
many that the word <anti-
Semitism®™ was born. Sec-
ondly these classes and the
revival of interest in Yiddish
are refutations of the im-

pending demise of the lang-

uage.
There is a wealthof humor,
as well as philosphy, in Yid-
dish expressions, often lost
in the translation. There is
also a pithiness and flavor
peculiar to the idiom. This
“tam” or flavor, camnot be

though the meaning of the
expression is clear. Tllust-
rations of this loss, is found
in thess two typical select-
jons from one of Mally
Picon's favored monclogues.

In English, she would say,
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idiom, which covers all the
forms of philosophical, hum-
orous and emotional expres-
sion. Some of thes have found
their way into American
English, on the stage and in
TV =0y, gevalt”, “kosher”,
“meshuga” and =“goy” are
familiar to many of our Gen-
tile friends. No, Yiddishain’t
dead, yet.

Faiths. Those who are neglecting the responsibilities to

their own.

Here we come to the responsibilities and feelings of the
active, hard-core Jewish leaders. There are two schools

of

thought.
At a recent Men's Club directors’ meeting the question

was asked about the next Father-Sons brunch, a Men’s Club

function.

*I'm. not going to be a baby sitter, while fathers are out

on agolf course ona
ittee chairman of the

own children’s welfare.”

® answered the comm-

mo
ma previous event. “Yow're right,”
* responded another, *letthe fathersbe concerned about their

That’s what we mean. Are we to let an irrespons-

ible father be the defermining factor

of our Synagogue? erukmmmyﬂmn
lose - out after ‘e all know

Bar Mitzvah. W

It's easy. It's worth the attempt.
Let’'s make more calls to George. JACK TELL B
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Dear Jack:
our Jewish Community.

Name (erint Ciesriy)

BOX 549,

I am deeply interested in the welfare and growth of

Please add my name to your fast growing list of subscribers:
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Address Apt. No.

City State Phone
0 One year (52 issues) $ 6.00 4
O Two Years (104 issues) 10.00 #
(Please make checks or money orders payable to Las Yegas Israelite) &
0 Payment enclosed O Bill me later ')
Optional: O Good luck. O Getlost. ¢
&
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Dear Mrs. Tell:

Enclosed is a check for
$6.00 to cover the cost of a
year’s subscription to the
“Israelite’’.

I look forwardtoreceiving
your newspaper and would
like to take this opportunity
to wish you success in your
wonderfu! achievement and

(Los Angeles, Calif.)

Dear Jack:

Marthele and I wish to
extend our sincere thanks to
you and Bea for bringing us
the opportunity to subscribe

TELL TALES

“"One Man Plus The Truth
Constitutes A Majority”
BY JACK TELL

There were no tout:QSntmeem'n{n%raume
boy -elimbing on knee didn’t appear lackface
and npever once said: *You Aint Heard Anything Yet.”’ But

Kusevitsky, in neat tuxedo, walked to the stage from a
seat among us in the audience, He was alone, on his own.
Three days previously he first set foot in Las Vegas.
Friends back in Brookiyn, Kusevitsky confided to this
writer, couldn't understand. his consenting to sing in this
gambling city. What kind of a Jewish congregation could

ciated with a fl Jewish community. Unquestion-
ably, Canfor was co: in his assumption.
When Kuse first arrived he was touchy, on edge.

He probably was with himself, whether he had made
a mistake or not. But the warmth with which he was greet-
ed, soon dispelled all apprehension. The intensity of pre-
parations being made here on his behalf, the publicity,
softened any hardness that have accrued. The rehear-

Kusevitsky, we were told on , hit D above C.
a:ussmm-my mtrlnarul.hwh
nﬁﬂm‘ » wlu gﬂmobwrurs.

BONNIE TELL, WHO'LL BE TWO ON MARCH 30, STAR-
TED READING COPY FOR GRANDPA AT EARLY AGE,




