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Still burning 1n the backyard:
12th anniverary of Chernobyl
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By J.J. Wylie

Staff Opinion Writer
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A dozen years ago, the nuclear
genie pecked out of its bottle: just
betore 1:30 onthe morning of April
26th, 1986, the fourth reactor at the
Chernobyl power station in the
Ukraine exploded. This explosion
sent up a radioactive cloud that
could be detected across the planel
That cloud contaminated some
40.000 square miles of land in what
is now parts of Ukraine and
Belarus, and it forced the evacua-
tion of hundreds of thousands of
people from the immediate area.

This event has been character-

ized as the worst nuclear accident
in history, and the death toll caused
by it is still rising. According to
Reuters news service, the Ukrainian
government estimates that the cur-
rent thyroid cancer rates in children
from the area surrounding
Chernobyl are ten times what they
were before the accident. Talk about
collateral damage - this is contami-
nation that infects your very genes.
The May, 1998, issue of
Harper's Magazine, perhaps in
honor of the Chernobyl tragedy's
twelfth anniversary, contains an

excerpt of the first-hand testimony
of a woman whose husband helped
fight the fire at Chernobyl. It 1s o
harrowing account, wherein the
woman talks about her husband
fighting a burning reactor in his
shirtsleeves because he and his fel-
low firefighters weren't warned of
the dangers of radiation contami
nation, If there’s anything more
tragic than giving up your life in the
service of your country, it's doing
1t unwittingly
The wife then talks of the fol-
lowing two weeks that it took her
husband 1o die of radiation poison-
ing. During that time, this
firefighter, who had never meant to
be a martyr to nuclear power and
who had only been “called out to
attend an ordinary fire,” underwent
such agonies as puking up parts of
his own anatomy (while his wife
scooped the gore out of his mouth
with her hand) as his feet swelling
s0 large that he had to be buried
barefoot “in soldered zine coffins,
underslabs of concrete™ because he
wiis oo radioactive” o be laid 10
rest by his family.

[t seems that the bodies of the
people who fought to control
Chernobyl's exploding reactor may
never stop burning. Somehow, the
thought of the half-life of an irradi-
ated corpse seems more horrible
than the thought of death iself.

And the reactor is still burn-
ing, though now it is contained in a
steel-and-concrete “sarcophagus”™
ostensibly designed to shield the
world from the deadly reactions still
oceurring in the reactor’s core.

But the sarcophagus 15
cracked, and Ukraine's government
15 planning to bring Chernobyl's
number three reactor (which is just
next door to the shattered-and-bur-
ied number four) back on-line be-
cause the country needs the power
it can generate. Not coincidentally,
the starting of Chernobyl's third
reactor is scheduled 1o oceur just
days before the annual meeting of
western hemisphere countries
which contribute to the upkeep of
the sarcophagus, and Ukrainian
President Kuchma is asking the

world’s seven richest nations to
pony up some two billion dollars
1o help repair it and to build new
reactors to replace Chernobyl's.
What timing,

Even at ground zero, where an
entire city stands virtually empty
because itis “too hot™ 1o inhabit, it
appears that remembrance musl
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give way to geopolitical machina-
tions. Do we let the Ukrainians re-
start Chernobyl, or do we break out
our collective checkbooks to help
keep this nuclear demon safely in
its hox?

Can we blame President
Kuchma for playing international
hardball? After all, he's got this
smoldering monstrosity sitting in
his proverbial front yard. And with-
out power, we may as well be liy-
ing in the Stone Age, be we Ameri-
cans or Ukrainians (I wonder: if you
were forced to give up either elec-
tric power or the right of free
speech, which would you choose?)

Also, il the sarcophagus dete-

riorates further, [ doubt that the ra-
diation that will leak out will ob-
serve political boundaries as it con-
taminates both land and air and
chromosomes, Remember: fallout
from the 1986 explosion was mea-
sured on the North American con-
tinent. This is one issue that blurs
the artificial line hetween foreign
and domestic affairs.

At the end of the Chernobyl
fireman's wife's testimony, she says
a few words aboul those who still
work at Chernobyl. “They have
worked at the atomic power station
all their lives,” she says. “and to this

See Chemobyl page 5

By Darryl Richardson
Editor-in-Chief

Random Musings

“Idiot, n. A member of a large
and powerful tribe whose influence
in human affairs has alwavs been
dominant and controlling. " —
Ambrose Bierce

The news hit me like a ton of
bricks. I was speechless and shocked.
Inamillion years, | would never have
guessed that this could be true.

The Jerry Springer Show 18
faked!

Yes, that classic example of day-
ume trash TV reportedly features
some guests who aren’t what they say
they are. Not to mention that some of
the hair-pulling, eye-gouging
catfights that have become the show's
trademark may be staged. Whatis the
world coming to?

I've seen it while flipping through the
channels on those rare mornings
when 1 am at home. I've also seen
some of the highlights on Talk Soup
inthe evenings. But inno way am 1 a
fan of the show. In fact, I think that it
truly shows how far the American
way of life has fallen.

If you have ever watched this
lame excuse for a television show,
you know exactly what 1 mean, Ev-
ery single episode features some form
of love triangle or obese people in
love with thin people or white trash
in love with white trash or people with
some sort of weird sex job or some
other form of stupidity. Every show
has some screaming and yelling, a
fight with lots of wrestling and biting
and a crowd that screams for more.
You'd almost swear you were wattch-

I'll admit that | have occasion- ——
ally watched pirt of Springer's show. Sec Musings page 5
THE REBEL YELL STAFF

Editor-In-Chief ..........c.ccoounnninennninsnnnnns Darryl Richardson  Features Staff ... . Tiffannie Bond (Editor)

Managing Editor ... dhivddsaiiite Jennifer Evans Francie Angelov

NEWE SR oo estsomsssscnsmris Brad TitinGlon (EAIOM)  .ecimmmsmmsmmmmsmssmmiisssamesrens srrani tppas e Sarah E. Harris

....... Royal HOpPE!, Il Giiissrnmsssassssmsssssisiassasisrsmssiamsmsssirsuisassanssasisaisasanis o 1. Molln@Y

..... .Andrew Keroles  Sports Staff .............viiiiiciinnn.. Ray Brewer (Editor)

.................. Valerie Miller s EMiC Gruzen

Tracie Walker Sl by Adam Hill

Opinion Staff 5 Jeff Hoskin (EDItOr)  wevvenisiisiossens T A P ot G r ot Justin Phelps

~Gregdacobs e . Patrick Wiebeld

............................................................................. Rachel Land  Cartoonists Alex Raffi

> Lo T A e e R R Mike Loader . .. Jerry Thompson

4505 Maryland Parkway Shamila Ndurii  Photographers Erik Thompson (Editor)

Las Veeas, NV R9IS4 e JJ. Wylie  Advertising Staff .............cc..o..... Megan Thomas (Manager)

(7021 895-3479 office (A S e e Jason Sheehan (Editor) Sandra Skoro

B «w Marcus Bourgault  Production Staff ... Jacob Lanning (Manager)

(702) 895-1515 Fax e Brian Kuchar Colleen Eades

e-mail: ry @nevadaedu Pauline Vilapando ~ Webmaster wieer JOB Agster
http://w wiwnseee edul Monica Whitney  Office Manager Sarah Goitz L

' Faculty Advisor ......... Mary Hausch  Distribution Staff James Silver

UNLV/Rebel _Yell Statf Mascot Monkey Chuck  Business Manager s Jim Moore




