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Capital punishment debate ad nauseum

Contra Mundum

By leff Hoskin

;j)pm ton Edaor

[ tried to let i go, Treally did,
but I justcan’t. I can’t let anybody
have the last word on me. Call it a
weakness

Erstwhile stall’ writer Mike
Loader and 1 have been debiting
back and forth ahout capital punish-
ment. The fast installment in our little
discussion appeared in the March 26
issue, with Mike knocking down
straw men like Earl Anthony.

Mike asks why, in light of my
well-documented distrust of goy-
ernment, | would place such a life
or death decision in its maliugnant
grasp. The answer 18, I wouldn’t -
heaven forfend. 1 would place itin
the hands of twelve aitizens, cho-
sen 1o judge the guilt orinnocence
of an accused killer (and, remem-
ber, anly the most hardened and in-
transigent murderers deserve the
ultimate sanction), OF course ju-
ries aren't peilect (ust ask Q.1.),
but so far no one has had a better
1dea

I'he obvious chink i my ar-

mor of [ogre and reason is the in
nocent man situation - that 1s, il
an mnodent man is imprisoned, he
can be freedat his innocence is ex-
posed later, but you can't take back
alethal injection. This is troubling,
l"Ul s I!l"llt't’ science |||1['I['[1\'L'ﬂ 1l
should recede as a practical con-
stderation. Also, in keeping with
my utilitarian philosophy 1 will say
at the risk of opprobrium that the
number of innocent people ex-

ceuted will pale in companison (o
the number of murders committed
by known killers who are allowed
1o hve.

Which brings us to the hole
in Mike’s argument, namely jus
tice. How da you opposed to capi-
tal punishment reconcile to your-
selves the fact that an imprisoned
killer still has many pleasurable
activities available to him which
are forever denied his victim(s)? |
personally enjoy breathing a great
deal, just for starters, There's the
hole in Mike's argument: justice,
that concept  our
postmodern, multicultural philoso-
phies have abandoned (o our eter-
nal detriment

Mike doesn't want govern-
ment and society to be responsible
for anyone's death, But he failed to
address my example of a proven so
clopath, Lawrence Singleton, who
was judged oo old 1 be a threat

archaig

and released from prison, only to
kill a prostitute here in Las Vegas
Isn't government responsible for
that murder? And parole boards are
far less public, facing far less pub
lic serutiny, than any trial

Mike doesn't want to decide
who lives or dies. He says that 1s
for God to decide. I am not so
squeamish as our beloved seribe,
When it comes to hit men and se-
rial killers - society's worst - [ will
be happy to make the decision for
him.
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I’ll Be Missing You .
Karaoke Room 3
Party rooms to rent for singing
= Buy one get one hour FREE =
Rooms hold 7 - 35 people
Prices start from $14.00-65.00 per hour
(about $2.00 per person)

Spiderwebs

25% off with student 1D
- (Sunday - Thursday)
= Daily specials =
Over 3000 songs to choose from
Bring your own food and refreshments
Open Noon-4 a.m. -phone #597-3330
4550 South Maryland Parkway
Everyone’s Doing It Why Aren’t You??
We’ll give you something to sing about!

I sCan’t Nobody Hold Me Down"
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TOSHIBA
COPIERS 4 FAX

Nevada Grand Prix

fneiny fotwrne to Lae

Come see the exotic 200 mph World Sports Cars and GT
Series presented by Virgin Interactive as they return to the high
banks and road course of Las Vegas Motor Speedway for the
Toshiba Copiers & Fax Nevada Grand Prix. -
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Here's your chance to see some of the greatest drivers in the
world, They'll all be there, including the fastest cars from
Ferrari, BMW, Porsche, Panoz, Chevrolet, Ford and more,
Every ticket includes free paddock access, so you can see these
tamous drivers and their exotic million dollar race cars up close.
CARS ON TRACK ALL DAY!

2 Races on Saturday including 3:-Hour Speed Vision Cup

tor Stock Sports Cars, plus 3 Races on Sunday.

April 2526

Tickets at the gate . __
Weckend Ticket Package Only

$ ] 5 with (_fuup.nn

Weekend Ticket Package Only $15 with Coupon

April 25-26

Ome 310

Present this coupon at the gate for discount.
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COPIERS # FAX

Nevada Grand Prix

el ASVEGAS

CARS ON TRACK ALL DAY!
2 Races on Saturday including
3-Hour Speed Vision Cup
for Stock Sports Cars,
plus 3 Races on Sunday.

Bring Coupon and Student L.D. Do not duplicate.




