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Futuristic Frathouse

nicholas k. geranios
assoclated press

PULLMAN, Wash.
(AP) — It’s the frat house of the
future, without a single toga in
sight, Instead, it’s rife with high-
speed computers, cyberspace
jacks and bedrooms with indi-
vidual climate controls.

Greek Row may never
be the same, thanks to the lar-
gess of billionaire Paul Allen.

Allen spent $3.1 million
to build a new house for Phi
Kappa Theta at Washington State
University in southeastern Wash-
ington. He was a member of the
fraternity in the early 1970s be-
fore dropping out of WSU to
join boyhood friend Bill Gates,
a Harvard dropout, in founding
a profitable little business known
as Microsoft.

“This house is a spear-
head into the 215t century,” said
Phil Hauck, president of the lo-
cal Phi Kappa Theta chapter.
“We're wired up to the world.”

The four-story, red-
brick house, with white trim,
large windows and a white cu-
pola on the roof, evokes college
buildings of the past. But inside
it is strictly the future:

—Each double bedroom
has built-in jacks ro transmit
voice, data and cable television
and link its occupants to all of
cyberspace.

—Each room has a
multi-line telephone system that
includes an intercom.

—It’s the only fraternity
house on campus with an eleva-
ror, making it fully accessible to
the disabled.

—The computer center
contains six Gdteway 2000
Pentium computers, available on
a first-come basis, -

—Each room hasan in-
dividual climate control system,
which also provides the outside
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temperature so members know
what to wear on a given day.

—The parking lot is
heated to ward off ice in
Pullman’s chilly winters.

—The lighted outdoor
basketball court features logos of
the Portland Trail Blazers, the
professional basketball team
Allen owns. There is a built-in
barbecue pit.

—A guest bedroom,
called the Allen Room, is set
aside for visiting alumni,

The 17,500-square-foot
house, with a big-screen televi-
sion and a pool table, will house
52 people in rooms twice as large
as those in other WSU fraternity
houses, But the monthly room
and board of $425 is lower than
most because Allen donated the
building and there is no mort-
gage to pay, Hauck said.

“I never thought it
would be this good,” said Mark
Blewett, founding member of the
new fraternity. “He graduated
last year and now tests software
for Microsoft. He was back in the
frat house last month helping
members move in,” stated
Blewett.

Phi Kappa Theta is not
the only beneficiary of Allen’s
generosity.

He donated $300,000
to equip the other fraternities and
sororities on campus with 12-
port high-speed computer con-
nections. By the end of Septem-
ber, they'll be linked to WSU's
fiber-optic network and its com-
puters.

“The vision of connect-
ing millions of people to a glo-
bal network, for immediate ac-
cess to information and resources
anywhere in the world, is some-
thing I began thinking about
when I was a student at Wash-
ington State,” Allen said in a
statement.

Luckily, you can still
sign up for all this
cat stuft from Al&L.

and the I-Way 500 (Top 500
Web Sites in the World). Stop by
and take a look!
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kinko's

The new way to office:

Self-serve computer rental $6 00 per hour
Full color, photo quality laser printing
Full service typesetting
Self-serve design station with scanner
All services 24 hours a day, seven days a week
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Full-semce packaging and shrpping
Mailbox rentals available
FedEx and UPS pickup and delivery
US Postal Service Priority Mail
Postage metering
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Process one roll of film, get the
second set of prints from the same roll
FREE for the month of September!
(Not valid on one-hour service, UNLV ID required)

Surviving in college is tough enough, right? That's
why we've designed a package to make things
easier Choose ATRI and look at all you can get:

AR True Reach® Savings

Save 25% on every kind of US. call
on your ATST' phone bill when you
spend just $25 a month.

ATET True Rewards®

Get savings at Sam Goody/Musicland,
TCBY “Treats” and BLOCKBUSTER
VIDEO with the Member Benefit Card.

XIS Universal MasterCarde

A credit, cash and calling card that
brings you discounts on USAir. And
no annual fee-ever’

ATST WorldNet™ Service

Get 5 free hours of Internet access
every month just for having AT&T
long distance.’

To sign up, look for us on campus or call

1800 654-0471

Your True Choice
hitp://wwwatt.comy college
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