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| used to think | had quick
reflexes, buf that was before two
months of guerrilla car shopping
numbed my senses. | should have
seen him sliding toward me. |
should have seen the telltale gold
tooth catching in the afternoon
light; the fiercely tailored suit,
mauve shirt and matching tasseled
loalers; the oily hair, just barely

outshining the tooth
AL e ndicators wiene e |

should have seen him coming, and
| should have run like hell,

But | was trapped. | wasin a
weakened state. | accidentally made
eye contact. He was in my blind spot.

So there | was. Stuck in the front
seat of a lormented Volkswagen, 115
tening to Ed The Used Car Salesman
tell me that the tears in the seats,
the bald tires and the hole in the lop
gave the car character.

And Ed-from-the-8-bazillionth-
dealership-I-had-been-ta was
about 1o make it worse, He was on
the verge of sending me over car-
shopper's edge.

You know — the edge. The
place | inched toward as | surren-
dered my demands and dignity. No
five speeds? Um, | guess an auto-
matic will do {inch). You're right A
passelte player is extravaganl.
Besides. | like AM jam (inch, inch)
This car is 12 years old and it's anly
got 700 miles on it. Wow (Inch)

“Now this is the car for you,” he
vozed. A pretty young girl like you
needs to have a convertible. And lis-
ten to this... (engine grnds, wheezes,
starts with a hideous roar). Listen 1o
that sporty-sounding miuttler.”

A sporty-sounding muffler?

1'd have settled for something
with wheels and a driver’s seal,

| Colleen Rush, Assistant Editor



