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Planned Parenthood gives alternate view

Noone, not even those of us
here at Planned Parenthood,
wants to see more abortions.
No one, especially those of us
here at Planned Parenthood,
wants to see anyone hurt by
abortion.

That's why we were so ap-
palled by the lies in
the 12-page paid ad-
vertisement in the
recent issue of this
paper. Truth is, we
all want to see fewer
abortions, fewer un-
intended pregnancies, and bet-
ter health for women.

So why all the hysteria from
the national organization
Human Life Alliance? HLA
does not provide health care,
birth control and cancer
screening like we do; they are
nothing more than a political
propaganda machine,

We could be spending our
time working together to re-
duce the number of unintend-
ed pregnancies in the first
place by:

*Making safe, affordable
bhirth control available.

* Educatingyoungpeopleon
abstinence, birth control and
safer sex.

*Increasing the involve-
ment of men.

*Creating new birth control
methods for both genders.

*Making America friendli-
er to children, thus reducing
teen pregnancy. As Marion
Wright Edelman said, “The
best contraceptive is a real
future.”

Instead of working togeth-
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er, they throwmud and we are
ob]iieg to respond with the
truth.

According to HLA: From
the moment the sperm hits
the egg, it's a “baby.”

“Day 21 — heart begins to
beat.”

At week 16 “the

baby is 8-10 inches.”

The Truth (ac-
cordingto Planned
Parenthood): Any
med student can tell you that
it is a zygote until week six
whenitiscalled an embryo, at
week 12 it is called a fetus,
and it is a baby when it is
born.

Heartbeginstobeat at week
six,

The fetus is five-six inches.

The insert depicts embryos
andfetusesin highly enlarged
photographs and implies that
this is when most women
choose abortion. Truth is, only
4 percent of abortions occur
past the 15th week. Yet HLA's
cover photo is a fetus of 16
weeks, a month past the point
at which nine out of 10 abor-
tions are done.

According to HLA: Wom-
en who terminate their first
pregnancy have a two-to-four
times greater risk of develop-
ing breast cancer.

Women will suffer from
“Post Abortion Syndrome” fol-
lowing an abortion.

The Truth (according to
Planned Parenthood): A
study in the January 24, 1996

issue of the Journal of the
American Medical Sq’c:ety
finds only a “weak link” and
concludes that “these results
do not support a major role of
induced abortion in breast
cancer incidence.”

Areport in the April 6, 1990
issue of Science states that
“abortion ofan unwanted preg-
nancy does not pose a psycho-
logical hazard for most wom-
en.” Common sense and evi-
dence tells us that with al-
most 50 percent of American
women having an abortion at
some time in their lives, wom-
en feel relief more than trau-
ma.

Infact, anti-choice President
Reagan appointed anti-choice
Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop to investigate this. Koop
reported that “the data sim-
ply do not support the premise
that abortion does or does not
cause a specific post-abortion
psychiatric  syndrome.”
Planned Parenthood encour-
ages you to talk to women who
have chosen abortion, How
would their lives be different
without that choice?

According to HLA: Crisis
Pregnancy Centers (CPC’s),
Catholic Community Servic-
es, Birthright and Lifeline
provide “crisis pregnancy
help.”

Women are frequently in-
jured or killed by abortion.

“The Supreme Court per-
mits abortion on demand right
up to birth for any reason!”

Life begins at conception.

Abortion proceduresarehor-

Disorder

from pg. 5

States have ADD symp-
toms. They excel in their
field, some say, because of
the ADDer’s high intuition.
Would you rather have
{our teeth drilled than fol-
ow a list?

Lists can cause the down
fall ofan ADDer, It is easier
for the attention deficit suf-
ferer to move from task-to-

-task without a plan. They
makeit up asthey goalong,

Would youdescribe your-
selfas hypersexual? Doyou
find it hard to be alone? Do
you have an addictive per-

sonality?

Persons with ADD, more
often than most, need to
have someone or something
to hold on to. ADDers are
very codependent.

Do you regularly break
rules or minor laws rather
than put up with the frus-
tration of obeying them? Do
you change jobs a lot? Do
you work best in short
spurts? Do you let the bank
try and balance your check-
book? Are you always eager
to ;H something new?

Ders look for new and
sometimes dangerous activ-
ities to try all the time, Dif-
ferent stimulation feeds the
ADD mind.

Do you daydream in
class? Are you the class
clown? Do you love to trav-
el? Doyou laugh alot? Have
you ever wondered if you
were crazy? Do you have a
really hard time keeping
secrets? Did you have trou-

ble paying attention at the be-
ginning of this column?

True, everybody at one time
or another will exhibit ADD-
like symptoms, but true
ADDers face these obstacles
on a daily basis.

ImaFine, if you can, not be-
ing able to control the speed of
your own thoughts or forget-
tingwhat youare going to say,
right before you say it.

Persons with Attention Def-
icit Disorder struggle every-
day of their lives with distrac-
tion and performance incon-
sistency, and their peers and

even instructors constantly
label them with unfair and
untrue terms.

It is the constant bombard-
ment of negativity that leads
to the total failure of some
attention deficit sufferers.

I have a friend that was di-
agnosed with ADD at a very
young age. He made it into
college by the skin of his teeth
and didn't spend much time
there at all.

Through his first semester
he was constantly called a
bone-head, liar andtotally lazy
by one of his instructors.

The name-calling got so bad
that he attacked tie instruc-
tor verbally in class, This re-
sulted in the university invit-
ing him to leave.

The instructor wrote a let-
ter of apology to my friend
after finding out that he suf-
fered from ADD.

If the instructor and the
school had been more educat-
edin what to expect from ADD
students, it is safe to assume
thatthisinjustice tomy friend
could have been avoided. The
university he attended had no
program to render assistance
for ADD students. It still
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doesn't.

Most attention deficit
persons find it difficult to
inform friends, their work
place and school of their
disorder. This“coming-out-
of the-closet” is extremely
difficult for ADDers be-
cause 50 many people don’t
understand and many
times don’t believe the re-
porting ADDer.

It is this lack of under-
standing that aids the de-
bilitation of the ADD stu-
dent.

True, ADD is no excuse
for rude behavior and
should never be used alone
as a scapegoat for failure.
Itis the publics’ own lack of
knowledge about ADD that
breaks the moral and es-
teem of its suffers.

It is important to under-
stand all people. If youdon’t
know something about a
person, you had better find
out before you proceed to
label them.

Tom Cruise, Robin Will-
iams, Stephen Morrisse /
Don Henley and many oﬂ{-
erpublic figures and enter-
tainers have ADD and the
society we are in does not
label them lazy or unable,
they get labeled as artists.

e should follow exam-
ple and not label our peers
with destructivetitles. You
wouldn’t call Tom Cruise a
looser, so why would you
call the girl in your com-
puter class a looser?

Remember, if you did
have trouble read)i(n this
column, you too could have

. The person you la-
beled “unable” today, could
be the Pulitzer Prize win-
ner of tomorrow.

rible, gruesome and painful.

The Truth: (according to
Planned Parenthgoc_l):
These clinics are “fake clin-
ics, propagandizing against
abortion and not p_rov;dmg
health care or objective coun-
seling, “America'sCrisis Preg-
nancy Helpline” told us that
they don’t even refer for
ADOPTION; they tell every
woman to hafvehangi keep th;

by, even if she is a youn
E;erfager! (call to 1-800-672-
2996 on April 5, 1996)

health care provider.

There are many, many more
inaccuracies and lies in the
insert that we don’t have the
space to address. We urge you
to think and ask questions,

Such as, who are these peo-
ple? And what do they want
you to believe? HLA is a polit-
ical organization with an ant;-
choice agenda; they are not 5
health care agency.

They tell you that the birth
control pill is an “abortafa.
cient,” as is Norplant, Depo-
Provera and other common
birth control
methods. In

‘We neednotresolve the difficultques-
tion of when life begins. When those
trained in the respective disciplines ...
are unable to reach any consensus.”

~The Supreme Court, Rog v. Wade

their view, giv-
en that all abor-
tion is wrong
and that life be-
gins at concep-
tion, these con-
traceptives
should be out-
lawed!

Again, with almost half the
women in this country choo_s-
ing abortion at some time in
their life, common sense tells
us that women are not endan-
gered. Abortion is 7to 28times
safer than giving birth. First
trimester abortion is an ex-
tremely common and safe pro-
cedure that takes just a few
minutes under light anesthe-
sia.

It’s insulting and absurd to
think that women are decid-
ingbetween the delivery room
ofabortionin the ninth month.
Late abortions are done only
in cases of severe health prob-
lems or fetal anomaly. In fact,
the court stated, “A pregnant

woman does not have an abso-
lute constitutional right to
abortion on her demand.” And
thus, there are many restric-
tions on abortion, especially
in the last three mont%s.

The Supreme Court stated
in Roe vs. Wade that “We need
not resolve the difficult ques-
tion of when life begins, When
those trained in the respec-
tive disciplines of medicine,
philosophy and theology are
unable to reach any consen-
sus, TheJudiciary...isnotina

position to speculate as to the
answer.” But HLA seems to
know for sure!

Abortion is a surgical proce-
dure and like any such proce-
dure, is unpleasant and may
cause pain of varying degrees.
It would take too much space
toaccurately describe the pro-
cedure itself. Talk to your
friends who have had abor-
tions, use your common sense,
and do some research, Look at
neutral sources like Our Bod-
ies, Ourselves or talk to a

They tell you
that women pregnant from
rape or incest (we're talkin
younggirls here!) will feel “tri-
umph” by carrying the preg.
nancy to term. This is a b
zarre view to foist on all wom-
enin thishorrible situation, If
some women choose to carry
to term, that's the best choice
forthem,and we support that.
But to force rape and incest
victims to carry a pregnancy
of hate, not love, is sickening,
and out of touch with the vast
majority of Americans who
support abortion in such trag-
ic times.

Does HLA really care about
women, or just about fetuses’

d have they ever run a 12

page paid advertisement for
funding for birth control? For
prenatal care for rape and in-
cest victims? For help for poor
children after they’re born?

If you have further ques-
tions about the validity of any
aspect of the advertisement,
please contact Planned Par-
enthood of Southern Nevada
at 878-7776 (or another repu-
table reproductive health care
provider). PPSN provides in-
formation, birth control, sex-
ually-transmitted disease
screeningand treatment, can-
cer screening like Pap tests,
men's services, services for
menopausal women and much
more. We don't provide abor-
tions, but we can help with
counseling or referrals,

We encourage you to contin-
ue to seek out truth, especial-
ly in paid advertisements.

-Kate Reinisch is director of
publicaffairs for Planned Par-
ent of the Rocky Moun-
taing in Denver, Colo.

Living
from pg. 5

from my brother I realized it
was time to go before the de-
mon could do more damage,
Ilet him drive home.
Atthe end of it all I felt I had
failed as a host. My brother
and his wife didn’t have as
eata time as Ihad hoped, At
east that's what I inferred
when he said: “I hate this
#5%*!! city.” I think he lost a
ht;le money.
_ It's hard being a good host
in this town, There ﬁ;ojust too
much to do here and you end
up spreading yourself out,
Besides that, it's not fun bein
thehost. It's a lot of hard worﬁ

trying to do the coolest things
in town,

The things you plan never
work out, It seems best to just
wing it and go with the flow of
the town. The more you plan
the more trouble you get into.
_ Sonext time friends or fam-
ily tell you they’re coming out
to Veias. tell them you love
them but don’t expect a host.
You live here and it’s too hard
{Iugg_ling school, work, and

osting at the same time. But
don’t tell your parents that,
they may stop sending you
money and I don’t want to be
responsible for giving anyone
that advice. Except maybe a
little demon I know.

—Vincent Caliguire isa staff
gplllnion writer for The Rebel
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