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UNLYV hires new haskethall coach

McClain, former
APSU head coach,
a surprise pick

BY JEREMY MARTIN
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

The Lady Rebels will sporta
new coach when basketball
season starts in November,
something that hasn't hap-
pened in 14 years,

UNLV announced Tuesday
thatformer Austin Peay State
University head coach, La-
Donna McClain, has been
named the fifth coach in Lady
Rebel history,

MecClain compiled a 60-103
(.368)career record in six years

at APSU, but she turned
around a team that went 5-21

in her first season to a mem-
ber of this year's NCAA Wom-
en's Tournament,

The announcement came as
a shock to some but McClain
mighthave been the most sur-

pnm1
ought 1t was a shot in
thedar “5%‘[':0]“ said ofher

chanceu of landing the job.
“But at.i t.l:ie same t:m; I'knew
we had done a job at
Austin Peay and tﬁmt:we could
do it here. It is a matter of
step lT;:ungu;:v and working very

McClain's hiring marks the
gmmgof anewerain Lady
I basketball. She replac-

es veteran coach Jim Bolla,
who directed the team for 14
seasons. Bolla's 300 career
wins and nine post-season ap-
?earances willbe ahard act to
ollow

Named APSU head coach
on April 4, 1991, McClain
transformed her team from an
Ohio Vall?r Conference bust

into a conference co-champi-
on and tournament entrant.
The Lady Governors won a
school-record 21 games and
won their conference tourna-
ment this season. They lost to
Clemson 79-52 in the first
round. McClain was named

OVC Coach of the Year,

Graduating 14 of her 15 se-
niors during her reign at
APSU, McClain boasts a
strong respect for academic
exclelg;lance

“I think I have proven m
track record at a small collegg
from an academic integrity
standpoint and a athletic pro-
gram standpoint,” McClain
said.

Assistant Athletic Director
for Olympic Sports Lisa Kelle-
her, who headed the commit-
tee put together to hirea coach,

said McClain sstrongacadem
ic fact,or was one of the keys in
her hiring.

“We were looking for a head
coach with at least four years
of Division I experience and

academic strength was very
important,” Ke.ln eher “::he
Recruiting wi Ve a
major challenge for McClain.
he is returning only six play-
ers from a squad that went 4-
21 last season. Recruiting
against other Western Ath-
letic Conference schoolsin Cal-

ifornia may be the difference
between a competitive season
or another season in the base-

ment.,

McClain said getting West
Coaat contacts and continu-

ﬁherremnhngm the North

1 be essential to the team’s
success.

“Wehavebeen very success-
ful in recruiting the northern
states and bringing people
down south,” McClain said. “I
certainly think Las Vegas has
a lot to offer those young la-
dies who want to f’ave the
north and come south.”

Even though the OVC is a
much smaller conference than
the Big West or the WAC,
Kelleher believes McClain is
a star on the rise.

“Somehmes sleepers come
uf amall confemncen,

mY e a
dlf’ference, Kelleher said.
“She has been recruiting in
the same state as T'ennessee
and she still pulled a couple of
blue chip players out of the
state.”

five players have ever
over 1,000 points at

APSU, but three have come

Onlg

acore

d the past six years.
MecClain descn”l;es her
coachmg style as up-tempo
and exciting.
“We like to do a lot of run-

See New coach, pg. 3

BY YVONNE ALLEY
CONTRIBUTING NEWS WRITER

More than 75 hotel admin-
istration students and facul-
g celebrated Environmental

hancement Day Saturday

with mops, dust rags and
brooms.

From 9 a.m.-5 p.m., facul

and freshman t.hrough

uate students from the Col
lege of Hotel Administration
scraped gum from concrete
floors, sweptand scrubbed the
atrium areas, picked cigarette
butts out of planters and
pruned shrubbery surround-

ing Beam Hall,
nneth Teeters, an assis-
tant professor of hotel man-
agement and facul? advisor
for Operation World Class, a
oup devoted to improving
ﬂe hotel college’s appearance,
organized the event to make
Frank and Estella Beam Hall
and the classrooms it houses
look like a world class opera-
tion.
Student volunteerssaid Tee-
ters convinced them to partic-
te by asking if they would
tpﬂ | proud if a recruiter came
to their college and viewed

PHOTO BY STEPHANIE RUSHIA
Leslie Cummings, D.P. A, and students get down and dirty cleaning Beam Hall.

Hotel students make a clean start

them as part of the environ-
m.'im" ica Bridge lead

essica Bridge, a group lead-
er, called the day “remarkable.
Everyone came out motivated
and took up tasks without be-
ing asked. They saw what need-
ed tobe done and went to work,”
Bridge said.

“I never noticed how dirty
the light fixtures were before
this," said Mike Abeles, a jun-
jor. “I can tell now after scrub-
bing (the fixtures).”

Keith Gertler, a senior,

See Hotel, pg. 2

BY ANA MARIA LAMAS
CONTRIBUTING NEWS WRITER
AND

ERIN NIEMEYER

NEWS EDITOR

UNLV's Lesbian Gay
Bisexual Association con-
cluded their first annual
Bisexual Gay Lesbian
Awareness Days (B-
GLAD) week Friday with
a same-sex dance mixer.

Nearly 30 LGBA mem-
bers danced the night
away in the Moyer Stu-
dent Union Ballroom.
LGBA Co-director J oel
Castillo, a junior major-
ingin musical theater, was
pleased with B-GLAD
week's success.

“A girl came to our meet-
ing because her youngﬁ
brother was gay and she
wanted to learn how to be
supportive for him,”
Castillo said. “Just by be-
ing able to give her infor-
mation soshecanhelp her
brother, we have succeed-

ed.

B-GLAD week was de-
signed to create campus-
wide awareness of lesbi-
an, gay and bisexual is-
sues, while encorporating
them into everyday cam-
pus life, nccordmg
Castillo. LGBA will work
hard to educate UNLV stu-
dents and faculty so that

L.GBA raises awareness

one day UNLV’s popula-
tion will regard as normal
two members of the same
sex holding hands, Castil-
lo said.

B-GLAD week activities
included forums on safety,
positive and negative gay
role models in the 90s and

pride,

An MSU display casefea-
tured gay literature, pho-
tos of gay eelebntxes, rain-
bow flags and LGBA back-
ground information, LGBA
members said this was a
breakthrough for their or-
gainization.

“Just having the display
case in the union is a very
bigdeal,” said Janette dela
Cruz, a senior business
major. Dela Cruz was a
former LGBA co-director.

LGBA members agree
that safety is a primary

concern faci E}?“ Some
members live in
fear of bei attacked for
their se , although

no on-campus incidents
haveoccured
‘It’ %V) safe, bu
there is fear that.. you
mightbe walking down the
street and meﬁ:: ﬁmlu?nt
um
: m member who is
not a UNLV student but

See LGBA, pg. 2




