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1996 WAC
Volleyball
Tournament
hosted in
Las Vegas

BY MICHAEL MELISSA
SPORTS EDITOR

The MGM Grand Gar-
den will play host for the
first Western Athletic
Conference women'’s vol-
leyball championship
tournament this year,

The tournament will
be played Noy. 26-30 in
the 15,000-seat Grand
Garden Arena. First-
round action will start
on Nov. 26, and Nov. 27
will feature four second-
round battles. The semi-
finals will fall on Nov. 29
and the championship
match will be played on
Nov. 30.

The tournament will
take the top 12 of the 16
WAC schools and the top
two teams from each of
the four divisions will
receive a first-round bye.

“We are extremely
pleased to be showcas-
ing our volleyball cham-
pionship at the MGM
Grand,” WAC Commis-
gioner Karl Benson said.
We are proud to add vol-
leyball to the list of WAC
championships the city
of Las Vegas will be host-
ing during the 1996-97
season.”

UNLV will be joining
the WAC on July 1, 1996
and beginning next fall
semester it will also be
sporting a women's vol-
leyball team. Having the
tournament in Las Ve-
gas will help the new
UNLYV volleyball pro-
gram.

“It’s a great oppurtu-
nity for the people of Las
Vegas to see volleyball,”
head women's volleyball
coach Dietre Collins said.
“Itis also great exposure
for volleyball. It 1s defi-
nitely a big help (recruit-
ing wise) for Las Vegas.
It tells people thatitisa
place to see and play vol-
leyball.”

The WAC is currently
a 10-team division, with
schools such as AirForce
Academy,Brigham
Young University, Colo-
rado State, Fresno State,
University of Hawaii,
University of New Mexi-
co, San Diego State, Uni-
versity of Texas-El Paso,
University of Utah and
University of Wyoming.
However, Air Force and
Hawaii are just now add-
ing the women's pro-
gram,

Joining the WAC next
year, besides UNLV, will
be Rice, San Jose State,
Southern Methodist
University, Texas Chris-
tian University and Tul-
sa University.

Also hosting WAC
championships in the
Las Vegas area will be
the 1996 WAC Football
Championship game, to
be played on Dec. 7 at
Sam Boyd Stadium, as
well as the 1997 Men’s
and Women's Basketball
Tournament, which will
be played March 3-8 at
the Thomas & Mack Cen-

ter.

25th-ranked Rebels host another weekend home series

BY MICHAEL MELISSA
SPORTS EDITOR

And the home stand contin-
ues.

UNLYV baseball, in the mid-
dle of a 32-game home stand,
will host Southern Utah Uni-
versity tonight at 7 p.m. They
will continue the weekend
stand when Southern Illinois
comes to vigit Earl E, Wilson
Stadium for a three-game se-
Tigs,

Saturday and Sunday’s
game will both start at 1:05
p.m., while Monday's first
pitch will be at 3:35 p.m.

The Hustlin’ Rebels, ranked
26th by the USA Today Base-
ball Weekly poll for the second
consecutive week, are 15-6 on
the season and have won 14 of
their last 18 games.

As for Southern Utah, they
are 2-11 on the season, and
played Mesa State University
Wednesday, however results
were unavailable at press
time.

Southern Illinois, on the oth-
er hand, has only seen limited
action this season and are cur-
rently 4-2 on the year. They
finished up last season with a

MAReH 14, 1996 & 1:00

.”}.

21-30 record.

Recently, UNLV took three
out of five games against Tole-
do University (3-2, 15-0, 13-3)
and also split two with San
Diego State (a 2-1 loss in 11
innings and 1-0 win on Sun-
day). The series saw the pitch-
ing for the Hustlin' Rebels
tighten up and come through
when head coach Fred Dalli-
more needed it the most.

Once again Dallimore will
be looking to his pitching crew
to pull them through another
series. As a team, the Rebels
have a 4,00 ERA with 123
strike outs to 99 walks. Oppo-
nents are hitting just .257
against Rebel pitching with
only 15 homeruns given up on
the year,

The Rebels also have three
pitchers who have pitched
morethan 10innings and have
ERAsunder 3.00. The bigman
who has filled the shoes of
injured junior, Nate Yeskie,
has been junior Tom LaRosa.

Undefeated on the year at 3-
0, LaRosa has come in and
proven himself as the ace of
the staff. In 41.2 innings of
work, LaRosa has a 2.59 ERA
with 33 strike outs and 15
walks while allowing just 38

hits on the season.

Also contributing to the
Rebels’ pitching success, com-
ing in from the bullpen, is jun-
ior Rob Luce, 2-1 with a 2.25
ERA and 10 strikeouts in 12
innings of work.

But a team cannot live on
pitching alone (although the
1988 Dodgers would disagree)
and it appears as though the
Rebels have already thought
of that.

As a team the Rebels are
batting .307 with 227 hits and
28 home runs, in comparison
to the opposition, which is
batting .259 with 180 hits and
15 home runs. The Rebels also
have almost double the
amount of RBIs than the oth-
er squad (160-92),

The Rebels are lookingmuch
like the Cleveland Indians did
last season, with six players
batting over .300, and one bat-
ting over .400.

Ryan Hankins, last season’s
First-Team Freshman All-
American, has continued on
the same vein he was playing
on last season when he batted
.383 with 12 home runs and
49 RBIs. He led in both bat-
ting average and RBIs, and
was second on the team in

home runs, behind Anthony
(13).

Thisseason, after somewhat
of a slow start, Hankins has
gone on a hitting binge. Right
now heis batting .432 with six
round trippers and 26 RBIs,
all of which are tops on UNLV
baseball boards. Not to men-
tion, Hankins has struck out
just eight times in 74 at bats,

One of the biggest surprises
thisseason has been the emer-
gence of another freshman for
UNLYV, Kevin Eberwein from
Green Valley High School.
Eberwein is batting .328 in
his rookie year as a Rebel,
with four home runs and 16
RBIs in 20 games.

He also filled in for senior
Brian Anthony for afew games
when Anthony went down
with an injured wrist.

However, Anthony has come
on of late and has brought
back the power he used last
season to hit 13 dingers and
49 RBIs. Despite starting the
season slow and missing four
games, Anthony has still pro-
duced big numbersfor UNLV.
He is second in batting with a
.382 average and has knocked
three out of the yard to go
along with 19 RBIs.
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Be in on the big search for the

best unsigned band in the country.
Watch five of the hottest regional bands
compete for the top spot at UnVailed™,
the Ultimate Band & Board Event
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