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(OPINION

February 29, 1996

Otis

Otis has great things for our read-
ers this week. Then I think I'm
taking a permanent vacation. Yes,
dear readers, even after my un-
timely death and miraculous re-
turn earlier this year, it’s time for
Otis to retire to warmer climes. My
parting words are for the Greeks.

It seems a couple of the fraterni-
ties have been very naughty this
semester, especially Lambda Chi
Alpha; who have just been sen-
tenced to death by the Greek coun-
cil for unfair recruiting practices
and publishing offensive material,

Arthur, I wasn't offended by any
ofthematerial that I saw. I'd like to
see more of it, but that's just the
way my brain works.

Now, as the readers are well
aware, I think the fraternities are
a waste of all the rich boys on cam-
pus. Their parent’s money could be
much better spent on buying these
boys better cars. They could even
spend money buying me a car, if
they wanted to.

But I don’t see the big deal in the
Lambda’s recruiting practices. It
was rush, they were just trying to
recruit some new dues, I mean
members.

As far as their magazine with the
offensive material goes: Right on!

| - aroundithe carpus, The L .
have a right to talk trash if they

want to. It may not show a lot of
class, but they should be allowed to
do it, Where would this country be

God forbid a little free speech goes

With £his

Under the Influence "

The cause of the Lambdas a righteous one?

if everyone with an opinion were cen-
sored?

I know a lot of Greeks, there is this
front they put up as good ole’ Ameri-
can boys, when they really are the
hardest partiers on campus. The
Lambdas were just trying to be a bit
more honestabout what they are about.
Otis has been to some of these parties;
go Greek!

I think the Greek people are getting
a bit overzealous in the persecution of
this particular chapter, though. Their
decision against the Lambdas includes
a $500 fine and a year's suspension
from the Greek system. That pretty
much leaves one less fraternity on
campus, because no one is going to
pledge Lambda now (speaking of
Lambda Lambda Lambda, remember
“Revenge Of The Nerds,” now that was
a fraternity).

I don’t want to see any grudges de-
velop between any fraternities as a
result of this escapade. That would
only lead to more suspensions and
fines for other fraternities, leaving the
Greek council a complete mess.

The Greeks need to realize that they
need each other tosurvive at UNLV or
else they are always going to be ajoke
on this campus, There are already
enough Greek jokes, some of them
even holding office in our beloved stu-
dent government,

It's like DeNiro said in Goodfella’s,

“Never say nothing to nobody, and
never rat out on your friends.,” Take

L - - m-n:}L LGreek. .
friends, consider the appeal of the
Lambdas carefully, you'll thank Otis

later, when you see him on the beach-
es of Tahiti.

Arthur

Well, Otis, the announcement of your
retirement comes as something of a
shock, butI think it's for the best. I can
now get on to better things.

And stop trying todefend and justify
the actions of the Lambdas. The Greek
council was well within its rights to
sanction them. Without doubt, the
right course of action was taken.

I never saw the recruiting pamphlet
in question, but obviously those re-
sponsible for making the decision to
fine the Lambdas were satisfied that
some wrong had been done, so I, too,
am satisfied. We must be able to trust
those who lead us. Look at the quality,
unblemished record of the student
government.

Otis, you have the audacity to justi-
fy the Lambdas by whining “free
speech?” Since when was free speech
meant to condone racism? It may al-
low it, it may protect it, but it still
doesn’t make malicious statements
right, Racism and prejudice are not
right, ever.

But I'm reminded of the old argu-
ment by those purveying pornography
on adult channels: “Your TV comes
with an ‘off” switch, use it.”

We can use that motto to our advan-
tage here. I don’t want to promote
censorship, but we can all choose to

censor ourselves. Similarly, we can
choose not to put up with racist re-

marks U caippus grganizetion that -

claims to encourage brotherhood.
When the Greeks get away with

something, or see another fraternity

get away with something, it only rein-

forces the belief that their autono-
my is above reproach, above any-
oneelse’s standardsof quality, char-
acter, and behavior.

Aren’t those things that the
Greeks also claim to represent?

Where is the quality in an action
ridiculing others based on ethnic
origin?

And you yourselfstate, Otis, that
the Lambdas are “the hardest par-
tiers on campus.”

So much for their standard of
behavior.

You seem to think that no one
would pledge the Lamdas because
of the fine and suspension they
havereceived. I would have toques-
tion anyone wanting to pledge that
fraternity now for any reason, at
least until the Lambdas clean up
their own act, and form a new com-
mitment to the true Greek ideals.
What's really too bad here, is that
they had to be caught at all.

Aren’t there enough members
with the strength of character to
know what's right, and stand up for
it, even and especially in the face of
their own brother’s opposition?

Or is this just another example of
Greek sheep?

I've got to say, Otis, that I can
think of no real reason at this time
that the UNLV chapter of Lambda
Chi Alpha should even keep it's

doors open.

1 think they were lucky to have
~gatten, off a8 Lghtly as they did.

"Otis & Arthur” was co-authored
by S.T. Sutherland and Vince
Caliguire.

HERO OF THE WEEK: Props and supports out to
Kathryn J. Wilson, asst. director of Student Employ-
ment & Client Services in the Financial Aid Office, for
helping UNLV students make the financial aid paper-
work process as painless as absolutely possible.

ZERO OF THE WEEK: Stephanie Araiza, CSUN
elections board director, for not being on the Jot? for two-
and-a-half critical weeks prior to a major election.

decisions.

Because it is self-per-
petuating by nature, it
usually follows the path of

are not capable
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