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THE REBEL YELL

Boxing legend Muhammad Ali draws more than 500

BY GEORGETTE COPES
STAFF NEWS WRITER

Thursday evening’s tribute
to Muhammad Ali brought
together more than 500 stu-
dents, faculty, and Las Vegas
residents in the Moyer Stu-
dent Union Ballroom to honor
the three-time heavyweight
boxing champion.

Multicultural Student Af-
fairs, the Black Student Asso-
ciation, and the Islamic Stu-
dent Association sponsored
the event in conjunction with
Black History Month.

UNLV education major
Maryum Ali, the daughter of
Muhammad Ali, helped her
husband, Brian Galwey, grad-
uate sports management stu-

dent and president of the Eth-
nic Student Council, organize
the event. Galwey served as
master of ceremonies.

Ali, who suffers from Par-
kinson's disease, has limited
physical, but not mental, ca-
pabilities. Maryum Al said
her fatheris still sharp and at
peace with himself, “He takes
everythingin stride,” she said.

Sophomore Sarah Felizsaid
she was touched by the expe-
rience, “He didn’'t even have to
say a word,” Feliz said of Ali,
“He almost made me cry.”

“It was an honor for me to
meet such a great legend of
boxing,” said freshman hotel
administration major Henry
Johnson.

The event began with a film

presentation that included a
historical account of Ali's ath-
letic career and his contribu-
tions as a goodwill ambassa-
dor,

Guest speakers from the Las
Vegas community, including
boxer Mike Tyson, UNLV
President Carol Harter, and
Myrum Ali discussed Ali's con-
tributions to humanitarian
causes.

“Hedoes us great honor with
hispresence,” Hartersaid. “He
is a graceful human being.”

Tyson said Ali exemplified
what a true American stands
for. “He had a desire to win,”
Tyson said. “He gave us confi-
dence.”

Fred Preston, professor of
sociology, told the audience of

his adopted African-American
son who viewed Ali as a role
model he could identify with,
“He is a great hero of mine,”
Preston said.

Velicia Haron, director of
Multicultural Student Affairs,
said the tribute to Ali was an
important and symbolic event
for all African-Americans to
view the type of character it
takes to have a dream and
make it materialize,

Haron added that contribu-
tions made by African-Ameri-
cans in the United States and
world history need to be inte-
grated and acknowledged.

North Las Vegas City Coun-
cilman John Rhodes expressed
his admiration for Ali. “He
stood for his beliefs and prin-

ciples and called the world to
a greater understanding.”

An awards presentation con-
cluded the program, and
UNLV senior Judy Frazier,
an elementary education ma-
jorand a4-year trackand cross
country runner, was present-
ed an award honoringherlead-
ershipand community service.
The award exemplified the
true spirit of Ali and giving
back to the community. Ali
was also presented with an
award.

“The most important thing
he (Ali) taught me was don’t
get involved with the materi-
al world,” said Maryum Ali at
the conclusion of the event.
“He shaped my mentality, be-
havior, and outlook on life.”
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ance, recorded the license
plate number of the aban-
doned Accord at 10 p.m. Feb.
19 into his book of vehicles to
be towed. Because of city reg-
ulations, it had not been re-
moved from the premises by
Thursday.

Police found Turner-Elliot’s
purse and cellular phone in-
side the vehicle, According to
Metre Det. David Mesinar,
there was no sign of a strug-
gle.

“We're still trying to locate

THE MOST IMPORTANT
CAREER STEP YOU

EVER TAKE MAY
START IN SENEGAL

Ms. Turner-Elliot, although
we don't know if she's missing
voluntarily or if there’s foul
play,” Mesinar said Monday:.

“There’s really no case as of
now,” Mesinarcontinued. “Un-
til we can identify a crime we
can't point the finger at any-
one.”

Asocial worker at Universi-
ty Medical Center and mother
of two, Turner-Elliot has been
a Las Vegas resident for 19
years, “My mom is a wonder-
ful person,” Turner said Mon-
day. “She got along with ev-
eryoneso I can'tgingle anyone
out who would want to hurt
her.”

" PEACE CORPS RECRUITERS ON CAMPUS

According to Turner, police
suspect foul play. When asked
to speculate about his moth-
er's well-being, Turner re-
sponded, “You always have to
hope for the best.

“This is very difficult for my
brother (Jeffrey Turner, of
Seattle) and me,” Turner add-
ed. “We would like to have our
mother back, but we can put
two and two together and re-
alize it doesn’t look good,”
Turner said.

Turner-Elliot’s co-workers
at UMC have organized a can-
dlelight vigil to be held to-
night at the 2040 building at
UMC. The vigil will begin at 7

p.m. and will be held on the
sixth floor of the South Audi-
torium,

Tracey Nabors, a charge
nurse at UMC, said the pur-
pose of the vigil is to offer
prayers and support toall who
are grieving over Turner-Elli-
ot'sdisappearance, “We(UMC
staff) just felt we needed to do

something because everyone
is very upset about this.” Na-
bors has worked closely with
Turner-Elliot for one year.

If anyone has any informa-
tion concerning the disappear-
ance of Barbara Turner-Elli-
ot, they are asked to call Me-
sinar at 229-3521 or Metro at
497-9371.

Tommy’s
Hamburgers

2635 E. Tropicana
Open Monday thru Saturday
10 am to 8 pm (Closed Sunday)

Purchase a Daily Double Special
and get a chance to win a

CELLULAR PHONE?* from

Express Cellularo €

641-2000

Drawings held monthly (see store for details)

* activation required
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LIFE SAVING FLUID.
SAFE, EASY, SIMPLE!
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THIS WEEK!!!
Information Table:

Wednesday, February 28

Career Fair, 9:00 am, = 2:30 p.m.
Moyer Student Union

Thursday, February 29

Table, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Moyer Student Union

Information Presentations:

¢ For an application or more information, call Peace Corps ¢
1 (800) 424-8580, push #1, then ask for ext. 141
SENIORS APPLY NOW!

Tuesday, February 27 Wednesday, February 28 .
1401 E. Flamingo Road ~ Room 210 ' SILVER STATE PLASMA
Interviews to be held on Thursday, February 29. Sign up with Career Services. : 620 LAS VEGAS BLVD
: 366-0300
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