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Avoid becoming a victim
by Stephanie Riedy

staff Opinion Writer

A tragedy recently oc-

curred on the UNLV cam-

pus: the alleged sexual as-

sault of a student by anoth-

er student. The defendant,
Arthur Turner,

pleaded guilty to a reduced
charge of falsely imprison-
ing his victim.

There has been the typi-

cal public "side-taking- " be-

havior, with some saying
"She was asking for it," and
defaming the victim's char-

acter and conduct. Others,
however, are in sympathy
with the woman who was
degraded, humiliated, and
robbed ofher most precious
possession. Like most, they
agree that there is no ex-

cuse for sexual assault.
This incident brings us

all face-to-fa- with grim
reality. I know that I speak
for much of the female stu-

dent body when I say that
upon learning of the report-

ed attack, one of my first

thoughts was, "That could
have been me." The sad truth
is there is a 33 percent proba-

bility that one day it WILL be
me, since one out of three wom-

en is attacked before she reach-

es the age of 18.
Statistics like this one are

frightening, but they're also
much easier to ignore or dis-

credit than the shock of an
actual sexual assault involv-

ing acquaintances or friends.

It is hard for a small commu-

nity like the one at UNLV to

absorb and cope with the emo-

tional trauma inflicted by such

a calamity.
That is why I sincerely hope

that we can take to heart the
saying "Out of all bad there
can come some good." This

case, though as yet unresolved,

should serve as a wake-u- p call

to students and a bond that
unites us against similar ca-

tastrophes in the future.
Although there are situa-

tions when a victim has abso-

lutely no recourse, there are
many precautions we can take
to be more safe:

Pepper spray costs approx-

imately $14 and can be pur

chased easily at post offices,

convenience stores, and even
Keep insome supermarkets.

mind, though, that mace in a

purse or backpack is about as

useful as a punctured life pre-

server. Keep it on hand and

ready to use if the need arises!

Use the buddy system - four

fists are a lot more intimidat-

ing than two. When walking

to your car at night have some-

one walk with you, or at least
watch to see that you make it
safely to your vehicle. You can

also call Student Security
Services at 895-130- 2

for a free escort.
Most importantly, be alert

to your surroundings! Avoid

areas where an attacker could

be concealed, such as shrub-

bery or garbage cans. Observe

the people around you - are
you being followed? If so, re-

main calm and make a beeline

for the nearest public area.
Sadly, a large percentage of

rapes are committed by dates,
friends, or acquaintances --

people that we trust and even

care for! There is only one an-

swer: trust only those you

know very well and even then,

someone un-es- s
withn a car well,themknowyou

discerning

vSorinviteintoyourown
apartment or dorm room

are vi-

tal
Theseprecautions

but we are never 100

safe It is hearten-

ing
percent

that unlike many, the

victim in this case reported

a crime. I applaud and ad-

mire her for it. It requires a

brave individual to face the

inevitable slander that re-

sults from such a highly

public case.
Aftersufferingsuch trau-

ma, many victims are
frightened and unable to

cope with the pressures ot

court testimony and public
knowledge of their person-

al tragedy. The key truth
is: each unreported person-

al tragedy is in fact a public

tragedy, because it leaves a

ruthless assailant free to

commit further criminal
acts.

Liberal
frompg.5

Another fact the liberals
seem to miss is that it is very
difficult to succeed in America
if you cannot speak and write
English. A good knowledge of
English is almost a necessity,
especially in the business
world. Only talented athletes
and artists can usually be suc-

cessful in America without
speaking English, but those
are few and far between.

Is it really realistic to expect
someone who does not speak
English to be successful in the
business world? I guess it
doesn't matter to liberals since
they rarely care about realism
anyway.

This bill is another step in
the right direction for Ameri-

ca. It allows people to keep
their native culture while en-

suring that we all have at least
one thing in common, our lan-

guage. The passing of this bill
will be the first great victory
in the long battle to break
down' the barriers which d-

ivide our society.

Matt Morillo writes for the
Long Island University Pio-

neer.

Banks impeding direct student loans
by u. s. Sen. Paul wellstone

The Republican budget bill
is a bust for students and a
bonanza for special interests.

It provides a government-guarantee- d

monopoly to the
banks and guaranty agencies
in the student loan industry
vjortv as micta. as $115 YAUiotv

m ne-- business ov er the next
seven years (source: Congres-
sional Budget Office). At the
same time, it prohibits colleg-
es and universities from choos-
ing the best service and low-
est cost to their students.

I am proud to stand with
colleges and students against
this effdrt to undermine edu-
cation while protecting the

profits of banks and guaranty
agencies. Students from Min-

nesota and across the nation
have fought valiantly against
this Republican assault on stu-

dent aid.
There have been some victo-

ries and students should feel
empowered After a key Sen-
ate committee voted to tax
colleges and universities 0.85
percent on their loan volume,
increase the interest rate on
parent PLUS loans, eliminate
the six-mon- th grace period in
which students do not have to
pay the interest on the loans,
and cut back on the student
direct loan program, students
made their voices heard in the

halls of Congress.
When this legislation

reached the Senate floor, the
Senate voted to strike all of
these cuts with one exception:
the cap on the direct loan pro-

gram.
Only two years after enact-

ment, the direct loan program
has already become hugely
popular with colleges and stu-
dents. The program allows
colleges and universities to cut
costs. Students and parents
prefer the direct loan program
because it's faster and easier.

Students work directly with
the school's financial aid of-

fice instead of shopping around
for a lender and waiting for

the bank to process the paper-
work and forward it to the
school. As a result, loan mon-

ey is available within days,
rather than weeks.

Direct lending offers flexi-

ble repayment options, includ-
ing one based on income. This
gives borrowers greater con-

trol over their finances and
career choices, and decreases
the likelihood of defaulting.

In addition to enabling stu-
dents to pay back their loans
based on a percentage of their
income, the direct loan pro-

gram cuts out much of the
bureaucratic red tape.

Under direct lending, stu-
dents can bypass the maze of

lenders and other middlemen I

that comprise the old student j

loan system, and borrow di- -

rectly from the federal gov- - I

ernment through their cam- -

pus financial aid office.

We cannot allow special in- -

terests to win out over co-
mmon sense and the best inter-est- s

of students, schools and ;

taxpayers. We should be d-

oing everything we can to make

higher education available j

and affordable to everyone.

Direct loans are an important
part of that.

Wellstone is the Democratic
representative from Minneso-

ta.

Student dissatisfied with dorm experience
When I moved into the

dorms I expected a new expe-
rience in academic life. Living
on campus would focus my
attention on school work and
make learning easier. Being
on campus would give me
greater access to university
facilities and instruc-
tors.

What I didn't ex-

pect were numerous
problems and an un-

caring staff ofadmin- -

Nathan
Hilmo

istrators apathetic to
student needs and concerns.

When fall semester finally
arrived I was packed and
ready to make the big move
into Hughes Hall. My first
experience was with adminis-
tration failure.

I waited in line for an hour
to check in, only to find out
they had lost my initial pay-
ment. I was sent to the main
residential life office to clear
up the matter.

After I walked through the
door I encountered another
line of people with problems.
I waited patiently. Finally it
was my turn. Instead of get-

ting an empathetic ear I was
confronted by someone who
didn't seem to care.

I explained the situation. I
had paid by credit card and

had confirmed my room as-

signment earlier. The office
worker pressed a few keys on
her computer console and re-

ported back that they had no
record of payment.

She suggested I hadn't paid
and should pav now. I thoueht

w to myself, 'Hadn't she
heard what I had said
before?'

After a long discus-
sion I suggested she
look in the files to see
if an oversight had

been made. Sure enough, a
mistake was made.

After another half hour of
delay I was off to begin the
check-i- n process all over again.
I had to wait in line again. I
thought 'It's the first day,' so a
little understanding was in
order. I thought that all the
way to my new room, until I
opened the door to my new
home.

It seems that Hughes Hall
was the dorm selected for the
summer semester. They had
not cleaned the room.

I walked into the bathroom.
Mold was growing through the
paint. I don't think the people
in occupancy before me knew
what Ajax was, so I won't dis-

cuss the details of the toilet
and shower.

' ' '

The other people living in
the dorms were the only bright
spot in an otherwise dismal
day. We found solidarity in
commiserating over the con-
dition of our rooms.

I tried to settle into the rou-
tine of constant noise and the
fear of my car being broken
into when my room was sub-
ject to an act of vandalism.

I was taking a nap when I
heard a crash the sound of
glass breaking as an apple was
thrown through the window. I
was the victim of a drive-b- y

fruiting. I'm glad my room-
mate was not home when the
window broke, since glass was
strewn all over his bed. As a
matter of fact, glass made it
into the smallest corners of
the suite.

The police came out and
maintenance fixed the win-
dow, but I never felt safe in
the dorms again.

Problems continued
throughout the semester.
Room and car break-in- s were
reported constantly. I wasn't
the only one victimized by re-

siding on campus.
My hope for a place to fur-

ther academic success was
turning into a nightmare. I
decided it was time for action,
so I wrote a letter to the head

ofresidential life outlining my
concerns. I wanted out of my
year-lon- g contract. When I
spoke with veteran residents
about my desire to move, they
laughed. Numerous stories
were related about similar
attempts.

Basically, unless you took
the trip down the isle or were
near death, you were bound to
your fate.

One of my friends decided
that getting married was his
best hope. Over the Thanks-
giving break he tied the knot
with his girlfriend of only a
couple of weeks.

I knew I was not ready for
marriage and my last physi-
cal showed excellent health I
resigned myself to my fate

However, three weeks went
by without a response. If my
letter was not sufficient for
release from the contract, I
hoped they would at least re-
spond to my concerns.

When a response finally
came in it basically statedthey had received my letter
andlwouldhavetostayinthe
dorms. No one bothered to
address my concerns or pro-
vide a procedure to further mycase (they did tell me hoW
appeal the decision)

Is this the way they handle

everyone's problems? The fees

total around $2,600 for a se-

mester, depending on the meal

plan you buy.. And this was

the service received?
The people running residen-

tial life need to be more con-

cerned with the feelings of the
residents. Residents need to

know they are consumers of a

service which residential life

provides.
Only one administrator

showed any concern. The head
of the Upper Classman Com-

plex called me to let me know

that there were more people

wanting to move in than they
had space available for. She
helped me out of my contract.
I wish more of the staff had
been as understanding and
willing to help.

Living on campus could and
should be a growing experi-

ence for students trusting the
university to provide safe, ad-

equate housing. I hope the
administration will strive to

provide excellence in service
for the students who pay their
salaries. But that will only
happen if more students de-

mand better.

Nate Hilmo is an Opinion
Writer for The Rebel Yell.


