EAN SHIMAMOTO STOOD AMONG
hundreds of law students at New
York U. School of Law, his eyes
on the monitor.

e, the jury, find the defendant, Oren-
ies Simpson, not guilty...."

hile some students around the nation
ed, others recoiled in shock. Shimamoto,
d-year law student, was nor surprised,
s embarrassed.

s not a question of right or wrong, bur
uch justice you can afford,” Shimamo-
5. “For those of us involved in the legal
, it's like, ‘God, I'm a part of this.”

Blimamoo is onc of thousands of law st-
across the country who watched the
f the century” with more than a cursory
. While Q.]. was being tried by a jury
peers, the general public was passing
Etent on lawyers,

d Moss, a law professor at Southern
pdist U., Texas, says many law stu-
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that it
won't have a

Law and 0.J.

long-term effect on how his peers or the
public views lawyers,

“In a year or 50, no one is going to
remember the wial,” Fisher says. “Iv shouldn’t
turn people off from wanting to be lawyers, If
it daes, well, there are too many lawyers any-
way.

Law-school enrollment has been declining
in recent years across the nation following an
upsurge during the '80s that many law profes-
sois attribute to the popularity of LA. Law,
It's not clear, however, whether real Los Ange-
les lawyering will have any effece on the num-
ber of potential legal cagles vying for seats in
criminal law.

"It may discourage some potential students
and encourage others,” says Georgetown U,
law school professor Paul Rothstein, “The trial
may have given them a more realistic picture
of the process.”

Some students are more concerned abour
what the legal future holds if people consider
law school because of the O.]. trial,

“If it causes people to become lawyers,”
Fisher says, "God help us!”

Sean Smith, U. of Oregon/liustration by Stephen
Tenebrini, U, of Minnesota

Nothing like poker and cigar night with the.. uh... guys.

oBeROars:

Plugging Away

HOSE BLUE EYES. THOSE PLUMP LIPS.
I That far cigar. Fat cigar? Yes, that is a
stogie in supermodel Linda Evange-

lista’s dainty hand on the cover of — wait,
that’s not Como or Vegue. It's Cigar Aficiona-
dol What is going on here?

How abour some serious cigar smoking
among celeb types and students alike? The
stogie business has practically tripled in the
past two years, according to Paul Macdonald,
owner of Boston's historic David P. Ehrlich
Co, cigar store. “It’s huge,” he says. “We can
hardly contain it.”

PULSE

This growing number of cigir smokers
includes not only the aforementioned Evange:
lista but also 2 number of planer Hollywood
residents: Jason Priestley, Tia Carrere, Demi
Moore and John Travola; plus Madonna and
Amold Schwartzenegger, to name a few.

Back in Beantown, cigar-store proprietor
Macdonald says that although his typical cus-
tomets are in their late 205 to carly 405 and
upscale, he has seen a definite increase in his
college-going customers — particularly grad
students. “If he's a poor college student, he
still wants to be upscale,”" he says.

There is, of course, a difference berween
stinky dime-store cigars that conjure images of
smoky college poker games and, say, the fancy
imported cigars President Clintan smokes,

John Cox, co-owner of A, Curtis Draper

Tobacconist in Washingron, D.C., says the
market for domestic, machine-made (read:
cheap) cigars has been sliding for years. But
premium handmade cigars, which cost
upwards of §3 cach, are in high demand all
around.

After 27 years in the cigar business, Cox
says this so-called resurgence of cigar smoking
is part reality, part media myth. He doesn't
deny a sales boom in the past three years, bur
if the media weren'r there to make cigar cul-
ture so cool, he says, students wouldn’t know
where o begin.

Jeanne Geier, a senior ar the U. of South
Alabama, thinks smoking in general is disgust-
ing. However, she says she'd pick a cigar
smoker over a cigarette smoker any day. "Cig-
ars are more distinguished,” she says. “Usually
people have a reason for smoking cigars —
some kind of occasion.”

Just the woody taste and spicy smell of cig-
ars — plus her cigar-smoking boyfriend Kyle
MacLachlan — are reason enough for cover
gitl Evangelista to light up, she says in Cigar
Aficionado.

Ben Michelson, a U. of Connecricut
senior, smokes cigars for several reasons. His
father and grandfather both smoke cigars.
Plus, he landed the good stuff — Cuban cig-
ars — when he visited Jamaica. Bur the
clincher has been working on Wall Street for
the past three summers, he says.

“A lot of bankers smoke cigars.”

Story and photo by John Youngs,
U, of Connecticut
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