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Bits & Bytes

Towering above the rest
Northwest Missouri State U. stu-
dents will be gatting a bonus in their
1995-96 Tower yearbooks: a CD. No,
not Alanis Morissette. GD-ROMs, with
audio and video to accompany the
stories in the printed version, The
Tower will be the first college year-
hook with an interactive component
The book won't cost any more. But if
you want Jagged Liftle Pill, too,
that'll be another 12 bucks or so,

Cyberprudes rule

A Carnegie Mellon U. study on
Internet use indicates that the aver-
age network user is not interested in
cyberporn. Researchers reported that
fewer than one-fifth of the users
sampled have looked at any sexually
oriented newsgroup more than twice
since the project began in February.
Take that, Cindy Silicone Chip,

I want my InterneTV

Look out, MTV. U, of Texas,
Austin, students can now see music
videos on the Web via student-run
KVR-InterneTV. The station offers a
mix of music videos, an animated
program, a rap/hip-hop documentary
and a weekly visit to Austin. Tune in
at http://www.utexas.edu/depts/
output/tstv.html.

Home page contest
Wake up and smell the cash!
Vivarin's giving away a $10,000
scholarship and other neat-o prizes
lo students with zippy home pages in
its “There's No Place Like Home
Pages Contest." Enter your home
page by Dec. 31, 1995, at http://
www.vivarin,com/vivarin/. |
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Scholarship
sunk

The old adage "If something sounds
too good 1o be true, it probably Is,” was
never more applicable than in the case
of Peter Panos.

Panos, a sophomare at the Metro
politan State College of Denver,
answered an advertisement for a
“guaranteed" scholarship. Just pay a
modest fee ($30 to $125), then sit back
and wait for opportunity lo come
knocking, the ad read.

Panos followed the ad's instrug-
tions and contacted a company called
Academic Investment Money. When e
made the call to AIM's BOO number, he
found that the company asks for an $80
fee upfront, and it's automatically with-
drawn from students’ bank accounis

| paid the fee like they asked, but |
never got a response,” Panos said.

After more than a month of waiting
Panas called the company.

Panos says he was told that he
needed to talk to a cuslomer service
representative, who was supposed to
be available from 5 p.m, o @ pom. East
grn time. When Panos called the e
number hie was given, W urned out o
be a fax line. Undaunted, he called the
first number again,

The receptionist became so iralt
with Panos, she starfed insulting hi
Panos says.

“She called me a dummy and
told me | needed to learn to tell time
he said

This isn't dn isolated incident o1
this company. According to the Bettel
Business Bureau of New York, Acadei
ic Investment Money has chalked up 45
complamts, 27 of which came betwees?
August '94 and August '95

Academic Investment Company
would not comment on the allegations

Panos still hasn't received a
scholarship or refund, but he has
learned @ lesson

1 just got took," he says. “I'll be
tougher with my money ngxt ime.”

Studenls don't have to.go to outsm
companies for seholarship informatiu

Jeang Goody at the BBB in Colorat
says these companies generally provide
intarmation that students can obtain
through thewr tinancial aid offices

*If students can do the work on
their own,” Goody says, “they won 'l
need lo take e risk ol using these
companes,”

Robert Arrieta, Metropolitan Stite
College of Denver



