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Turbo Term
Papers?

Ol KS, VOIR VIR T'Al IT KM

papers arc due Friday. And I

expect at least two rap video clips

to go with each section of commentary. If you have any

questions, just catch me on the Web chat...."

Students .u m.inv colleges have

tiinn1 In expect this kind nl assign-- j

mem. Innovative computcr-oricnt-- !

id courses arc popping up in every

tlist iplinc. from philosophy lo
agriculture.

"Since I leach media and pciji

eulture analysis courses, the ability

in use visu.il. moving images is .1

big bonus," savs Tom Kiishnian,

professor of sociology .1! cllcsley

( !ollei;e m Massachusetts.

Kusbnian pioneered the iriual

term paper in l,)('.V "It allows stu-

dents lo bleak aw.n Irom using
magazines and newspapers as their

onlv sounes lor media examples,

he sa s.

Wendv Wong, a sophomore at

el Its lev w ho took Kushman s

media an, ib sis c lass, savs, " he

cm phasis on null put ers made

sue lologvj seem less dry. c

could icallv personalize our work.

iii inda Kov, a Viiginia ct h

professor, has taught interactive
classes, but she cautions against
reiving too heavily on computers.

"Mv students seemed to really

tn j the class taught online last

summer," Km savs. "Hut the topic

the civil rights movement
included some highly emotional

material. Students .seem to need

some e discussion with

that kind of subject matter."
David I lihlcr. an l;nglish pro-

fessor at the L of Nebraska, Lin-

coln, is blazing a trail with a Web-base- d

tlass. "Students ol the 21st

tenlurv will need to know how to

manipulate text effectively, and

they will hate lo manipulate the

entire environment in which that

text is displavcd."

Ilibler's students have created

a class home page (http:cwis.
unl.eduniainamama.liiml and
have completed manv projects and

assignments on the Web.
So hold on to your hard drives,

tomputei phobes, vour tlass inav
In ihc iiesi to .ii online.

Tara Tuck wilier, Virginia Tech

Illustration by Damn Bell, U. of

California, Berkeley

All Over
the Bit Map

INKINd llll INIOKMAIION SLIM Rl IK ,1 WAY Will
the concrete highwav, a voting band

of virtual travelers piled into a van with some
high-price- d technology and hit the road.

ive 20siimclliiligs ,ue cxploiing
the I lined Si, lies and iclavint; their
lindings 1.1 America ( Inline in an

advcnluic dubbed osi 111 America.
( 11 e 11I h e as eh is, 11

vsi a disc nbes he plot ess as
"1 tin lil in from loss 11 lo town di mi

some late night dm in then wakiu

up In a win ile lieu ii v and dllferelil

people .1 cl von.

Ik 1 c has 11 11 into a c w

madbloi ks along the wa wo of

he lite I'ow el hooks izzlcd out
And u 11 h the idea icing lo 1 Isit tin

sin. il lei tow us of Ann K a, si Hue of

llll holeh ihi '.e staved 111 1.1 II

ex.u '. hi ell II oil III id to 'His

lei hnoloji

In pin iiu lines don always

r. hi k so tlitt have to a n s in

din local tl nt-- s or the bat k

oflitts of bars, savs Alex

( )k ii la " hat s proba bl v t lie

biggest problem.
Ihi III repitl t asi vst ,1

Shannon ( oilli le, kieh' Sullu an.

Ainaa in le a ml Nit k Wise
ba ve det eloped a bit ol a i

following.
"We have a lew people that set

like t lit le h mg thiotigh us. s.u s

( in h i le loin a pit stop in ( hai

lanooga. clin. "I'eople write to us

and sav. This is iist like die tup
took in it "'(Is. You don want to
let them down.

A )l useis ai lualh i oiiliol die

I. He ol the liawlcis. .at Ii week, one

ol htee (lest mat lolls Is selei ted by

the online masses.

" I hat makes it kind ol interest-

ing lor us,' Outline savs. "hut one
time really wanted to go to the

lorid.l Kevs, and we got sent up
into Tennessee. was a little
bummed, bin everywhere we've
been has been cool."

Nowadays, anv time a group ol

strangers has to live together tor

awhile there inevitably are compar-

isons to MTV's '' A'f v Worll.

"We ic vert much a tlillcrent
story." says Ivstta, who took the

semester oil Irom the I', ol Oregon
to part it ipale. hose people are

pretty controlled by the network.

Our employers tau t really stop us

Irom doing what we want to do.
We're much more... well, mil than

'Ac AW W'oiU"

AOl members tan type the
keyword I OSI to visit the travel-

ers and learn how to he one in

future trips. I he next trek starts
in human

I'owcihook' (dietk. Digital
taincr.ir (.heck. Snowshoesr (Tcck.

ou ic at med and reach

Shad Powers, Assistant Editor
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Bits & Bytes
Towering above the rest

Northwest Missouri State U. stu-

dents will be getting a bonus in their

1995-- 96 Tower yearbooks: a CD. No,

not Alanis Morissette. with

audio and video to accompany the

stories in the printed version. The

Tower will be the first college year-

book with an interactive component.

The book won't cost any more. But if

you want Jagged Little Pill, too,

that'll be another 12 bucks or so.

Cyberprudes rule
A Carnegie Mellon U. study on

Internet use indicates that the aver-

age network user is not interested in

cyberporn. Researchers reported that

fewer than one-fift- h of the users

sampled have looked at any sexually

oriented newsgroup more than twice

since the project began in February.

Take that, Cindy Silicone Chip.

want my InterneTV
Look out, MTV. U. of Texas,

Austin, students can now see music

videos on the Web via student-ru- n

The station offers a

mix of music videos, an animated

program, a raphip-ho- p documentary

and a weekly visit to Austin. Tune in

at http:www.utexas.edudepts
outputtstv.html.

Home page contest
Wake up and smell the cash!

Vivarin's giving away a $10,000

scholarship and other neat-- o prizes

to students with zippy home pages in

its "There's No Place Like Home

Pages Contest." Enter your home

page by Dec. 31,1995, at http:

www.vivarin.comvivarin.

Hp
Scholarship
sunk

The old adage "If something sounds

too good to be true, it probably is," was

never more applicable than in the case

of Peter Panos.

Panos, a sophomore at the Metro-

politan State College of Denver,

answered an advertisement for a

"guaranteed" scholarship. Just pay a

modest fee ($30 to $125), then sit back

and wait for opportunity to come

knocking, the ad read.

Panos followed the ad's instruc-

tions and contacted a company called

Academic Investment Money. When he

made the call to AIM'S 800 number, he

found that the company asks for an $89

fee upfront, and it's automatically with-

drawn from students' bank accounts.

"I paid the fee like they asked, but

never got a response," Panos said.

After more than a month of waiting,

Panos called the company.

Panos says he was told that he

needed to talk to a customer service

representative, who was supposed to

be available from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. East-

ern time. When Panos called the new

number he was given, it turned out to
;

be a fax line. Undaunted, he called the

first number again.

The receptionist became so irate

with Panos, she started insulting him

Panos says.

"She called me a dummy and

told me I needed to learn to tell time,"

he said.

This isn't an isolated incident for

this company. According to the Better

Business Bureau of New York, Academ-

ic Investment Money has chalked up 44

complaints, 27 of which came between i

August '94 and August '95.

Academic Investment Company

would not comment on the allegations.

Panos still hasn't received a

scholarship or refund, but he has

learned a lesson.

"I just got took," he says. "I'll be

tougher with my money next time."

Students don't have to go to outside

companies for scholarship information

Jeane Goody at the BBB in Colorado

says these companies generally provide

information that students can obtain

through their financial aid offices.

"If students can do the work on

their own," Goody says, "they won't

need to take the risk of using these

companies."

Robert Arrieta, Metropolitan State
College of Denver
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