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Part one of a two-part co-
lomn

Most college students ut-
teranaudible gruntthe first
time resume reality hits
them. “Ugh. I gotta do that
resume thing.” Thetenden-
¢y 1s to wait until the last
minute, then crank out the
basics just so you can go on
to the next step.

But if you properly un-
derstand what the resume
is and where it fits into the
entry level hiring process,
you will see that it requires
a great deal more thought
and preparation than just
“cranking it out.”

Many hiring managers
will contend that they take
as little as three seconds to
review aresume. What that
means is the minimum
amount of time is three sec-
onds. Successful resumes
willbe reviewed much long-
er. The key is to capture
and hold an audience long
enough to accomplish your
specific purpose, which is
toget tothe next step in the
process. The interview.

Don’teverbelievethatthe
resume alone will score the
interview or the job. The
truth about resumes is they
are very limited. It will not
find the interview for you;
It will not find the job for
you, The resume is not your

job search, but it can pro-
vide you with a starting
point. Ifyou can’t sell your-
self on paper, you probably
won’t be able to do so in
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person.

From the perspective of
the hiring company, the re-
sume i8 your initial mar-
keting brochure. Period.
Nothing more and nothing
less. Once you start look-
ing from this perspective,
you will be on your way toa
more effective resume.

Itcan’t makethesaleany
more than a marketing bro-
chure can sell you a car.
There still has to be the
test drive, a look under the
hood and a chance to kick
the tires. But if it is effec-
tive, you have already been
pre-sold on the car before
reaching the showroom.
Same for resumes.

The resume is a profes-
sional reflection of you as a
potential product. Profes-
sional resume, profession-
al product. Sloppy resume,
sloppy product. Take the
time to develop one as the
very best reflection on you.

Most, resume books tell

you that as the first step,
you should “take a piece of

See Job, pg. 6
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Roberta Williams (1), biology professor, and lab assistant Scotty Keiser show student Lisa Loss
results of lab work done during a recent assignment for Human Biology 100.

A sojourn through the beginnings of life

BY RICK APPIN
CopY EDITOR

Registration is just around
the corner, and science-pho-
bic students are poring over
the Springclass schedule with
trepidation, searching for the
least-painful class tofulfill the
science-with-a-lab graduation
requirement,

Eyes glaze over at the
thought of spending 15 weeks
studying terms and concepts
that seem to have little rele-
vance to their lives.

For those who find them-
selvesin this predicament, and
for those who want to combine

education and fun, why not
venture into the auditorium
at White Hall and watch Rob-
erta Williams strut back and
forth exudingafascination for
her subject: human biology?
Williams lets go her trade-
mark laugh the first day of
class, and tells her students,
“I realize that most of you are
in this class because you have

to be, but | want to teach you
about your body in a fun way.”

Williams' students are guar-

anteed a 15-week trip through
the beginnings of life, from
learning to trace the site of
sperm production out of the
penis, to the path of an ovum

being fertilized and implant-
edinthe uterine wall, to birth.
At the end of the journey, stu-
dents understand what makes
their body do what it does.
Williams came to UNLV 11
years ago from the Communi-
ty College of Southern Neva-
da, where she taught chemis-
try. She received her under-
graduate chemistry degree
from Chestnut Hill College in
Philadelphia, Penna., in
chemistry and worked for
many years for the Bristol-

Meyers company.
She finished a master’s de-

See Williams, pg. 6

University scientist receives contract to study star formation

BY DAVID DRUDGE
STAFF WRITER

Donna Weistrop has her
head in the clouds.

Weistrop, an associate pro-
fessor of physics at UNLV, has
been awarded a $1 millioncon-
tract by NASA for her work on
aproject related tothe Hubble
Space Telescope.

A member of a team of sci-
entists building a spec-
trograph—designed to study
the development of stars in
galaxies—Weistrop is provid-
ing scientific input into the
design and building of the ap-
paratus. Later, she will be in-
volvedinanalyzingdata trans-
mitted back to Earth.

“We are interested in know-
ing if stars develop the same
way in other galaxies as they
do in our own, and what hap-
pens when galaxies interact
with each other,” said Weis-

Donna Weistrop

trop. “We're looking at how
that disturbance may affect
how stars form.”

A spectrograph measures
the light from a source which

is spread out into its different
visual wavelengths, from red
to blue, known as its spec-
trum.

The spectra of stars which
exhibit bright and dark lines
are caused by the different
elements emitting or absorb-
ing light as specific wave-
lengths.

Because of this phenome-
non, much information about
the composition of stars can
be determined. Information
gained by earlier methods of
analyzingspectrum show that
the average star’'satmosphere
consists mostly of hydrogen
and helium, an element which
was first discovered in 1868 1n
experiments looking at our
own Sun’s spectrum.

Weistrop says information
provided by the spectrograph
will be an invaluable tool for
scientific research.

“Through the information

gained, we can tell the kind of
stars within a galaxy. We can
tell how hot they are, what
their chemical composition is,
and using computer analysis,
we can figure out how old the
stars are,” said Weistrop. “All
this data enables us to test
our theories about how stars
develop in different environ-
ments.”

The spectrograph Weistrop
is working on will not only
analyze light forms in galax-
ies with a high level of star
formation, but it also will
study active galaxies suspect-
ed to have black holes in their
centers.

During her work at NASA
from 1978 to 1985, Weistrop
studied the universe and
gained the background expe-
rience that eventually led to
the financing of her current
study. She began putting to-
gether thespectrograph team,

and was involved on the pe-
riphery with the development
of the Hubble Space Telescope.

Hubble was launched by
NASA in 1990, and orbits
above the earth’s atmosphere
where it enables scientists to
see astronomical objects in
greaterdetail than can be seen
from earth’s surface, and at
wavelengths that do not pen-
etrate our atmosphere.

The telescope was designed
so that the original spec-
trograph could be replaced
with modern ones. The spec-
trograph Weistrop is working
on should be installed in the
Hubble telescope in February
19917.

The $1 million awarded
Weistrop pays for the timeshe
spendson the project, and pro-
vides money for a graduate
and a post-doctoral assistant
and necessary computer
equipment.
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