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You know Arthur, there has been
a lot of talk about less government
lately. It seems like the more rules
and red tape you have, the less you
get done,

You don't have to look farther
than this university to understand
that. Our student government has
grown into a remote island, out of
touch with the students it serves,

I mean, do we really get anything
out of student government besides
bluebooks? And why are they blue-
books anyway? Why not scarlett
and gray like the UNLV colors?
Why is that?

Arthur used to like going in to the
student government office when
they gave out those condom kits,
Not that he used them, but people
in the office thought he was getting
some. That was until his mom made
him give them back.

Most of us are getting nothing out
of student government. This orga-
nization could do so much for the
students here and yet it amounts to
nothing. Just look at all the inner
rivalries and tirades. It is an unpro-
fessional environment, Now that
the Senators are getting paid, it
makes even less sense to have them
around.

There is nothing written in stone
that says we have to have a student

government, Why not, for example

pay an outside agency to run stu-

dent affairs? 1 mean, after years of
having an ineffectual student goy-
ernment maybe it's time to bump it,
or revamp it completely.

The present configuration of stu-

dent government imitates the way our
real government is structured. Per-
haps that's the problem, after all this
is a school and that kind of structured
management doesn’t seem to work in
our environment,

Most of the people in student gov-
ernment are involved in Greek organi-
zations. That's only 3 percent of the
student population, and yet they rep-
resent the entire student bnd}:. But [
guess that is the student body’s prob-
lem for not running for a student gov-
ernment office.

The elections have such a poor turn-
out since not many of us care. We
assume it has no effect. It's just the
kids playing government, .

It’s not, They have a lot to do with
what goes on this campus, not to men-
tion the million-dollar budget they
work with,

The students here like to talk about
what this university could be when it

grows up. It should start with the
organization that immediately runs
our affairs. Perhaps getting rid of stu-
dent government may be a bit ex-
treme, but the present system isn't
cutting it. Even Arthur could see that.
Change is necessary, at least in some
capacity.

It's like in those Pizza Hut commer-
cials, “Change is good, eat the crust
first man!" The way student affairs
are run, we need the change. If stu-
dent government was a business it
would have gone under a long time

ago. We need accountability in that

office and the students aren't getting
any,

We need something different, Eat
the crust first, Arthur! Do it!
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Here's nnof,ll?l" fine mess }’gﬁ :i gggt
ten us into, Otis! How can Y_ P
me to defend student go‘f‘-i'_'““ thé
when our leaders keep pul e
same shenanigans over tl;ld ‘uvlert.l

Did you catch the latest? Litt ef 'oetz
Mills, it seems, has locked himsel I13
his office, hoarding all the mar eds
from his best lll)ud, ;t_?(]if-pf oclaime

King, Johnny Pida.
C?gNheen Eeported that King Johnny,
clad in purple velvet, stands in the
hall outside Joey's charmberr_s, sta}np:
ing his feet and issuinglm_penal efhcts.
“I need the keys to my kmgdo::n' Into
the dungeon with you, varlet!”

C'mon, guys, let's stop this feuding
and get down to the business of run-
ning the government! You give Otis
far too much material every week.

I would be more than happy to stick
my neck out on behalf of a governing
body that was doing its job. Don't we
want to have faith in our leadership?
I'd like to see John and Joe work to-
gether on a plan to let Washington
hear a loud voice from UNLV protest-
ing cuts in student loan programs, or
some other productive use of their
energy.

I feel fairly confident in saying that
most of the student Senate probably
does go about their business, doing
things right, with the interests of the
student body foremost in their minds
on a day-to-day basis. But regrettably
their accomplishments constantly take

a back seat to the high-jinks of the
president and vice president,.

So if I, or any student were to ask,
“What has student government done
for me this year?", a valid response

r student government?

might be, “Who cares anyway iy, .
lot more fun watching the wee)),
antics of these two!” :

Our illustrious leaders eary theiy
salaries, alright, but as the flogr
show, not president and vice pres;.
dent. Laurel and Hardy, Martiy
and Lewis. Mills and Pida '

Otis, I can defend the concepy of
student government in generg|
however...

Why would we want an outside
agency representing us, as oy, Sug-
gest? How would they know vy
weneeded? Good government is gy,
ernment in touch with the people,
responding to their issues, neeqs
complaints. Good government trjq
to alleviate burdens and suffering
when possible. It strives toraise the
standard of existence, whetherit
in a campus community, or a ng.
tional one.

Sothese are the kind of things oy
student government should be f,.
cusing on: What do students neq|
from us? What can we do toease th,
daily, weekly, monthly demands (f
being a student in the 90s? What 4,
our constituents need that we have
the power to provide?

You're right Otis, when you say
that student government needs
change, but we can't chuck the whole
system. What needs change is the
idea that King Pida runs a Royi
Court, and we are his subjects. |

I didn’t vote for that. :]
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—Otis and Arthur is co-authers |
byS.T. Sutherland, Rebel Yell Opin- |
ton Edtior, and Vince Cailgure, |
Rebel Yell Opinion Columnist

Something stinks in the UNLV

Student Senate

Thappened tobelookin gover
the list of candidates running
for seatsin the student senate
this week. Imagine my sur-
prise to see over 30 students

running for Senate offices,

VELL

Usually the Senate has some
vacant seats in the various
colleges, but this session actu-
ally had competition. I knew
something was wrong, it was
time for Vin to go in search of
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answers,

I discovered a bill
that passed over the
summer. It delivers a
$50 per meeting sti-
pend to Senators and
awaiver of six credits
a semester. Isn't that inter-
esting? A bill like that passing
over the summer while the
students were out to lunch,
Especially when similar bills
have been shot down during
the full school terms in years
past. Considering there are
up to four meetings a month,
that's some good money.

Who proposed this bamboo-
;leagainstthestudents?lmn-
ically the chairman of the
Rules and Ethics Committee
himself, Sen. Scott Schwartz,
of the hotel administration
college,
~ The minutes of the meeting
in which the Senate Stipend
Bylaw’ was passed showed
haste in it's passing. It even
seems there was some confu-
sion on the floor. Senate Pres-
ident Pat Smith had to reiter-
ate the complete bil] a few
times before everyone knew
what they were voting upon
The bill passed 10-3 in e
Senate, with one abstention
Only Sens, Laxague, Flejs.
chman, and Moore showed the
character to oppose the hill.

I wonder how many of the
people running for seats i
the student Senate are doing
it for the money? One senator
in particular, Terence Carroll,
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isregistered in liber-
al arts and is pres-
ently a Senator in
that school. Now he
1S an engineering
major and is pyp-
' ning for the engineer-
ing seat. The problem is that a
Person must change theiy
major officially before they
may run for the seat in that
co]}egq. according to Senate
guidelines, Sep, Carroll hag
not done this,
. Isuppose that there is noth-
ing inherently wrong with the
senators getting some sort of
reim burtqelmllent fortheir time,
any of them do ey

work in the best interziltlsenog
the school, including Senate
Premdeqt Pat Smith, who has
ngl?e?:)rmg to keep things to-
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the meetings, I realized thati
wasall a big soap opera. They
have constant dissention, and
engage in ego bashing, Basi
cally thereis nocohesion wha-
soever. Nothing really gets
accomplished because of the
lack of trust between people
working there. It seems like
everyoneistrying tosave their
own butt,

Let me make it clear that
student government is work-
ing hard on accomplishing
agendas. The point is, nothing
can get done if everyone in
student government concen-
trates on their own agenda. |
remind student government
officials that they should con-
gentrate on the student’s agen-

a.

Students should take note
of those who voted for their
OWn raise on the Senate sti-
pend issue, Now that we are
Paying for their leadership we
should demand our money's
worth. Vote discriminately.

I'll be keeping you folks post-
ed if things get better in stu-
dent government. I know the
people involyed in student
government can get it togeth-
er. As soon as it happens
would enjoy writing about it

In the meantime, take heed
student government! I'll be
Watching,

—Vince Calaguire 15
an opinion colu mnisi
at The Rebel Yel



