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Excitement
in the air
has been
grounded

Do you remember
Coach Jeff Horton's tag
for the Rebels?

"Excitement is in the
air" is what he said at
the beginning oflast sea-

son and the start of this
season.

But the only excite-
ment I've seen in the air
was last week when the
skydivers came crashing
down into the Sam Boyd
Stadium toting the game
ball for the Arkansas
State game.

The Rebels have re-

versed their air attack
to ground warfare and
their main weapons this
season are DeJohn
Branch, Tony Burton
and Shannon Wilson.
Although Branch has
been out for the past two
games and looks to be
out at least two more,
Burton and Wilson have
done more thanjust pick
up the slack, they have
stuck it in a wheelbar-
row and pushed it across

1 the field.
Through the first two

games ofthe season, the
Rebels have outgained
their opponents 539 to
501 and 288 of those
yards are from Wilson.
Most ofthose yards came
from Wilson's big game
against Arkansas State
where he rushed for 200
yards on 35 carries.

"Wewore them down,"
Wilson said, somewhat
exhausted from the ef-

fort after the game. "We
just pounded and pound-
ed and in the end we
broke through."

The drive in the fourth
quarter was what really
brought out the fact that
the Rebels are more of a
running team rather
than a passing team, as
they were known as last
season. In the 13-pla- y

drive, which started on
the Rebel 17, Wilson was
handed the ball 12 times
and capped it off by run-
ning in from 11 yards
out for the touchdown.

Even the quarterback
is getting into the rush-
ing fad that has hit
Rebels. Jared Brown
rushed for 53 yards and
also put two touchdowns
on the board against the
Indians.

Is it the inexperience
of the Rebels that has
forced the running game
to step up?

Fingers seem to be
pointing in that direc-
tion. The Rebels have
four sophomores in the
wide reciever corps who
have been given the
tough task of filling the
shoes of both Henry
Bailey and Rebel Yell

Please see Bench 9
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Rebels travel to Eastern Michigan i
by Jeremy E. martin
STAFF WRITER

The Rebels, coming off a big
conference win against Arkan-
sas State University, will start
a series of three

games. The first will be
played at Eastern Michigan
University Saturday at 3 p.m.
at Rynearson Stadium.

The game will be UNLVs
second ever trip to Michigan
and will be a homecoming for
Rebel running back Shannon
Wilson.

Wilson, out of St. Martin-DePorr- es

High School in De-

troit, gained 200 yards on 35
carries and scored two touch-
downs against the Indians.

He attended EMU two
years ago but did not play foot-
ball.

"All my fans will be in the
stands cheering for me," Wil-

son said after Saturday's
game.

The Rebels are tied for first
in the Big West with the UNR
Wolf Pack with 1-- 0 conference
record. But UNLV will not face
another conference foe until
their Oct. 7 game against the
Northern Illinois Huskies.

"The schedule could not have
worked out any better for us,"
Coach JeffHorton said. "It will
give some of our young play-
ers a chance to mature before
the five conference games
down the line."

The Rebels, who faced a one-bac- k

set against Rice and ASU,
will go up against a more com-
plicated offense against EMU.

"We will be challenged in
the secondary," Horton said.
"They will use a bunch of dif-
ferent formations and motions
to try to confuse us. We have
to be sound and disciplined."

Horton thinks that the team
is gaining confidence every
week.

"Coming off of last week's
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PHOTO BY HYUN-H- O HAN
Tailback Tony Burton gained 88 yards against the Indians at the Saturday home opener, and
hopes to repeat his performance in Eastern Michigan.

win they have a better atti-
tude. They want to keep the
momentum going," Horton
said.
; Although the Rebels had
success tunning the ball
against ASU, that might not
be the case Saturday.

"We will go into the game
50-5- 0 (running and passing),
and through the course of the
game we will change accord-
ing to our success," Horton
said. "Last week we threw the
ball better but when we have
a big guy like that (Wilson)
smashing bodies around, we
have to keep feeding him."

The EMU Eagles have one :

of the nation's youngest head
coaches in Rick Rasnick who
was hired at the beginning of
this year. Rasnick uses an pf-feh-se

that "uses four receivers
and a lot of motion.

"They use play action pass-
es and traps to try to get the
defense spread out," Horton
said.

The Rebels, 5-- 1 against the
Eagle's Mid-Americ- an Confer-
ence, have not defeated a non-conferen- ce

opponent on the
road since 1991 when UNLV
beat New Mexico.

Wilson was named Big West

(

Conference player ofthe week
for his heroic efforts against
the Indians and is ranked 20th
in the nation running the ball. f

The Rebels also boast the
fifth best passing de-fen- se

allowing only 73.9 air
yards per game.

Starting running back De-Jo-

Branch, who was expect- -

ed to be back for the EMU
game, will not be playing. "He
suffered a sprained knee in
two-a-da- y practice and will not
be available until the Sept. 23
game against Iowa State, at
theearliest,"head trainer Kyle
Wilson said.

UNLV teammates playing together once again I

by Ray Brewer
Staff Writer

UNLV Soccer players
Bryce Buckwaltar and Bart
Gallia are fulfilling a child-
hood dream.

They're playing soccer to-

gether for UNLV.
"When we were younger,

all the guys used to always
talk about playing college
soccer together, especially
for UNLV," Buckwaltar
said.

The two have been par-
ticipating in sports togeth-
er since they were 10, play-
ing on the travel teams in
Las Vegas. They played on
the same squad for over 10
years. .

While playing in city
leagues these two friends
led their team to four Neva-
da State Championships.
When playing in the un-der- l6

age bracket, their
team, F.C. United, won the
West Regionals which
earned them a trip to na-

tionals.
It was during these trav-

el tournaments that Buck-
waltar and Gallia formed a
strong friendship. Their
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common interest soccer.

Despite an almost identical
youth career, Buckwaltar and
Gallia traveled different
routes getting to the Rebel

soccer team.
Because of zoning differenc-

es, Gallia went to Western
High School while Buckwa-
ltar went to soccer powerhouse

.... i iiriSsJ,

Chaparral High School.
Both athletes were sucess-lu- l

m high school, with

Please see Soccer 10


