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Local news
misrepresents rally

If you ve been watching
local news this past week,
you're probably aware of
the generous air time
Channel 3 gave to promo
the rally held on the UNLV
campus on Monday in pro-
test ofproposed cuts to stu-
dent aid.

All news media presum-
ably received the same re-

leases touting a huge rally
scheduled for 10:30 a.m.
Monday.

Channel 3 heavily
promo'd the rally on its
Sunday evening newscasts,
and again on its early morn-
ing Monday newscasts.

A first reaction would un-

derstandably be praise for
the local media taking the
time to cover what we all
thought was going to evolve
into a significant news stor-

y-
And by the looks of the

coverage Channel 3 gave to
the story, it was. But guess
what, folks, only 25 people
showed up to this "rally,"
and dignitaries and news
crews nearly outnumbered
students participatig in the
rally.

Twenty five participants.
That's less than 1 percent
of tlae entire UNL.V atu--

I

dent population.
So, two crucial points

must be made:
Number one, Channel 3

is practicing one ofthe low-

est forms ofjournalism you
can image: skewing the
facts ofa story to cover their
butts. Videography of the
rally, the prominence ofthe
dignitaries inteviewed on-a- ir

and the general tone of
the news stories aired, con-
veyed a completely differ-
ent story than what actu-
ally took place.

It should make you ques-
tion whether these guys
know a news story when it
slaps them in their faces. It
should also make you take

yet another analytical look
at their motto, "Where news
comes first."

Another danger of this
type ofirresponsible report-
ing is that it gives a false
sense of active student in-

volvement on the UNLV
campus.

This is not to diminish
the efforts of those who or-

ganized and attended the
rally. They did so with the
best of intentions dedicat-
ed to a true cause of pro-

test, and honestly thought
they would have a bigger
turnout.

The second crucial point
is that this lack of student
participation in an event
that has a significant im-

pact on their futures, is a
perfect example ofthe enor-
mous apathy of the student
population on campus.

Sure, we had a few stu-
dents go to Washington, at
our expense, to speak on
behalf of the student body
and protest these cuts in
person with Congressional
representatives, but where
were their constituents and
supporters on Monday?

It is hard to believe that
all but a handful of stu-
dents on the UNLV cam-
pus are from such wealthy
families that these pro-
posed cutbacks would not
significantly alter their
chances of a college educa-
tion. But, ifby some strange
stretch of the imagination
this were true, what about
their fellow classmates
across the country who are
less fortunate? Where is
their dedication to those
classmates?

This only goes to show
that UNLVs 1990s version
of "protest" is a poor excuse
for student involvement in
campus events, and the stu-
dents of UNLV should be
ashamed of themselves.

university of nevada, las vegas
4505 Maryland Parkway
las vegas, nv 891 54-20-

Teresa Hinds
editor in Chief

Willie Puchert
NEWS EDITOR "

Michael meussa
Sports editor
HYUN-HOHA- N

photo Editor

RickAppin
copy editor

LoriCallison
Business manager

RUCHIRAWAN PHONPHONGRAT

Advertising manager

PHONE (702) 895-347- 9

FAX (702) 895-151- 5

Jan Williams
Features editor

S. T. Sutherland
Opinion Editor

Michelle Shensky
Arts & entertainment editor

Catina Haverlock
PRODUCTION MANAGER

Mary Howell
Office manager

Mary Hausch
Faculty advisor
Danny Kim

production assistant
Letters to the editor should be typed, double-space- d and fewer
than 300 words. they must include name, address and telephone
number. writers affiliated with the university of nevada, lasvegas must include class and major, or faculty or staff posi-
tion. letters are subject to edit for length and clarity.

i December is for graduation too
College takes a sig-

nificant part of your
life, the degree you
hope to receive at the
end is the accumula-
tion of years of hard
work. A ceremony to
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honor the occasion is more
than appropriate. It's essen-

tial.
The semester that you grad-

uate should not have any bear-

ing on whether or not you are
allowed a graduation ceremo-- .
ny.

Many ofyou understand this
dilemma. It's the "December
grad syndrome."

You work hard for four or
more years only to find that
you will receive your diploma
in the mail with a small note
saying, "Have a nice life, send
us alumni money when you
get a job."

Your parents are the most
disappointed. They have wait-

ed and saved for a good part of
their lives just to see you in
your cap and gown. My par-
ents were deflated, to say the
least, when I told them that I
wouldn't have a ceremony
when I finished this Decem-
ber.

A significant number ofstu-
dents at UNLV graduate in
December. In '93 a total of
1,870 students graduated, of
which 736 graduated in De-

cember (including post-gradua- te

degrees).
Last year 2,011 students

graduated altogether, 811 of
them in December. That's ah
increase of75 December grad- -
uates compared to the year

before. If these fig-

ures hold true, De-

cember graduates
could someday equal
the May graduates.

It's not fair to be
denied such a signif

icant ceremony when almost
half the students graduate
early. The University likes to
consider itself a modern insti-

tution. We should follow the
example of other universities
and establish a December cer-

emony.
There are many legitimate

reasons to graduate in Decem-

ber. Students may finish
ahead of or behind schedule.
Being a commuter school, var-
ied schedules make December
graduation an attractive
choice for many.

Why wait six months for a
ceremony? Ajob could be wait-
ing or perhaps you have a dif-
ferent agenda. The college job
rush isn't as heavy in Decem-
ber. The chances for success
in finding a job are higher.
People who graduate in De-
cember are usually motivated
to finish up, taking a full load
rather than spreading it out
over a year.

The only setback is the cer-
emony. Many people have to
take time off from work to
attend the spring ceremony
for their December diploma.
Most don't even bother. They
just take the diploma and run.

The administration should
establish a December ceremo-- :
ny. Money could be the source
of their reluctance, but I don't
think most students would

mind paying for the ceremo-
ny. Perhaps the administra-
tion is afraid that it might
start a trend for students fin-

ishing in DecemberVven
though that's already3 well
entrenched.

. .'i ,

The recent changes around
school in campus structure
and staff should allow for the
inclusion of a ceremony in
December.

The only way to make it
happen in time for this De-
cember is to take action now.
This can be done by talking it
upwithyourfellowclassmates
and instructors. The student
senator in the discipline you're
enrolled in can help too. Make
student government work for
you.

Addressing the issue to the
dean ofyour college, or Presi-
dent Harter is a good avenue
also. Write letters to The Rebel
Yell about how you want this
ceremony, or better yet, to one
of the Regents. You get the
picture, Bubba?

Don't be apathetic to this
issue! If you want it to hap-
pen, a huge response is need-
ed. Otherwise, don't whine
about it later this year when
your diploma arrives third
class mail.

Mom and Dad are counting
on you.

. .. t . '
Vince Caliguire is
an Opinion Writer
at The Rebel Yell.
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Student lobbyist loses sight
of students' interests

To the editor:

In a recent letter to the editor, David
Turner ofNevada Student Affairs defended
his lobbying trip to Washington, D.C. The
Student Government Association is paying
$4,800 for Mr. Turner and two others to
lobby our Nevada legislators at the nation's
capital.

While Mr. Turner is eager to defend his
field trip, each of his arguments is either
irrelevant or incorrect.

J?st'ithe Primary gal of the trip is to
lobby elected Nevada representatives re-
garding the federal educational funding sys-
tem. But didn't the US. House and Senate
both just have their August recess, where
the congressmen left Washington for three
weeks?

If Mr. Turner is so adamant about seeing
these people, why didn't he simply call them
when they were in town? I'm sure the stu-
dents would rather fork over a few dollars in
gas money than $4,800 on a plane trip.

While Mr. Turner's lack of financial re-
sponsibility makes me question his qualifi-
cation to show others how to spend their

money, his concept of basic statistics is
even worse.

His claim of 100,000 students in the
UCCSN system? Nope. The System Admin-

istration Office puts the number at roughly
66,000. Although Mr. Turner asserts this is
7 to 9 percent of the state's population, it is
actually about 4 percent. He should double-chec- k

his numbers through the State De-

mographer's office in Reno.

Mr. Turner further digresses in his edito-

rial, speaking of"out-mode-d aircraft in these
peaceful times." I guess the hundreds of
airstrikes around Sarajevo recently were
my imagination.

His quote "this is not to imply every
janitor should have a college degree" is
insulting. What sort of educational back-
ground would you allow yourjanitorial staff,
Mr. Turner? High school? Grade school?
May they read and write?

To be sure, the issue of student financial
aid is worthy ofdebate. But students should
not pay for an out-of-sta- te field trip for a
lobbying trio armed with faulty math and
incorrect assumptions.

: Frank Barnas
Lecturer

Greenspun School of Communicalpp,

Hero & Zero of
the Week

Hero-prop- s go out
this week to Joe Mills,
vice president of stu-
dent government, for
snowing up to work this
month.

.

Zero of the
week goes out to
the"DanQuayle"
ofstudent govern

ment, Joe Mills, for show-
ing up at work this month.
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