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OPINION &

This letter is in response
tothe Opinion Page column
entitled “Pet Peeves: no care
required” by S.T. Suther-

land, gublished in The Rebel
Yell Sept. 5,

Reader takes
exception to
column

To the Editor:

Having read the article
published by S.T. Suther-
land, I am filled with won-
der and awe. I find myself
amazed at the mindless pap
and drivel that masquer-
ades as collegiate journal-
ism. True, this is only the
“Opinion” section and ev-
eryone is entitled to his/her
opinion. Yet wouldn't it be
wonderful if those opinions
published showed substan-
tive thought or even some
creative effort on the part of
the author?

It is indeed sad that a
certain instructor of the
author had to tell her stu-
dents that “gentlemen will
remove their caps.” Yet it is
sadder still that those gen-
tlemen actually had to be
told. I didn’t know that the
rules of civility and propri-
ety have been re-written to
exclude the topic of uncov-
ered heads indoors. I must
have missed that revolu-

tion. I take exception to the
concept that morality and eti-
quette have become antiquat-
ed. Decency never dies, only
decent people. How sad the
parents of Mr. Sutherland
must be to realize that they
have failed in this area of his
upbringing. The only saving
grace in this episode is the
refreshingidea that Professor
Hilgar is refined enough to
include Mr. Sutherland’s ilk
under the category of “Gen-
tlemen.”

Further, I have struggled
with his references to some
location on the UNLV cam-
pus. [ have consulted with the
Official map distributed by the
university and ean find no ref-
erence to any location even
remotely associated with the
nation of Egypt. There are sev-
erallocations where quite nice
views of the Luxor Hotel can
be had but nothing starting
with the initials “B.F.” Either
thisis a typographical erroror
a feeble attempt on Mr. Suth-
erland’s part at grade-school
humor.

All in all, I believe that 42
column inches of stream-of-
consciousness meandering is
simply an example of when
editors have space to fill and
nothing to say.

Sincerely yours,
Bruce Parshall
Junior

English Major

Letters to the Editor

And Sutherland replies...

Dear Bruce,

Sorry, but there are no nice
views of the Luxor, it's an eye-
sore from any angle. I'm also
sorry that it seems you have
no sense of humor, grade-
school or otherwise. Despite
the tone of your letter, some
valid points were raised.

You must have missed the
firstissue of the paper, though.
My introductory article said
that I write as much as an
artist as I do a journalist, Is it
my fault that the only forum
left for student writers to pub-
lish their works at UNLYV is
the newspaper? Write your
next letter to your precious
English department about
that one,

I guess I am guilty of put-
ting more effort into the exe-
cution of that article than the
substance, However, I viewed
thetaking of a fairly mundane
topic and making it an inter-
esting read a challenge to my
craft. In that, I feel I was suc-
cessful. And I've gotten good

feedback onit from other writ-
ing colleagues.

You say there wasn't much
creativity involved. It proba-
bly would appear that way to
a surface reader. Was I wrong
to hope that most students,
especially an English major
with junior standing, would
have the education to read
between the lines and catch
the real issue? It wasn't the
fact of the hat, Bruce; it was
that our First Amendment
Rights have been trampled by
an instructorabusing academ=
ic privilege. Let me spell it out
for you: we're talking freedom
of speech. Self-expression has
been upheld by the Supreme
Court. Academic privilege
ends where the Constitution
begins. I guess you're more
interested in hearing yourself
spout off than you are in fight-
ing infringements on our lib-
erties, no matter how minor
that trespass may appear.

What are they teaching you
over there, anyway?

Now Bruce, I never received
a handbook on these “rules of
civility and propriety,” but let

me put your fears to rest:
my friends and family suf-
fer no embarrassment on
account of my manners. |
think you may be talking
about common custom,
which ag far as T know, still
requires removal of hatsin
nice restaurants and peo-
ple’s homes. I respect and
honor that. But a college
campus in a desert envi-
ronmentwhereadress code
doesn’t exist, but remains
informal and unregulated
may be another story, Just
look around you at the stu-
dent body. How many tux-
edoes do you see? Count
the hats on people’s heads.
Looks like many students
would agree with me. I
could be wrong, but you
think about it, okay?
Bruce, I'm usually sus-
pect of high-toned letters
or other work full of “In-
deeds” and “Ilks”and smug-
sounding sentence con-
structions, but I enjoyed
your letter. Really,
'léhanks for writing!
L9

The Rebel Yell encourages students and
faculty to write letters to the editor. Letters
should be typed, double-spaced and fewer
than 300 words. They should include the
author’s name, address and telephone num-
ber. Writers affiliated with UNLV must in-

clude class and major, or faculty or staff
position. Letters are subject to edit for
length and clarity. Deadlines for submis-
sion are 10 a.m. Friday for the following
Tuesday edition, and 10 a.m. Monday for
the following Thursday edition.
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{_,671; office has always been a place to ger
ahead, Unfortunately, it's also a place where natural
resources can fall behind. So here are some easy ways o o
rechuce waste at the office. Turn off your lights when you .
leave. Drink out of a mug instead of throwaway cups. And |
to cut down on trash, use both sides of a memo. Doing
these things today will help save resources for tomorrow.
Which is truly a job well done. 1800-MY-SHARE
IT'S A CONNECTED WORLD. DO \'DUI} SHARE.
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Read Otis and Arthur every Tuesday in

the Opinion section of the Rebel Yell.

THE MovVIE SHOW

Season debut Tuesday, 7 p.m.
On UNLV-TV, Prime Cable Channel 4

Watch for movie reviews, video picks,
and a high school yearbook featuring
movie star Brad Pitt and his
1982 “feathered’ haircut

Also learn how to win:
* Movie Passes ¢« Posters ¢ T-Shirts
for the upcoming sneak preview
of the thriller SEVEN
starring Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman
as cops tracking a killer obsessed with the
Seven Deadly Sins.

Movie Critiques * Sneak Previews * Prizes
Brad Pitt with Goofy Hair!

All on the Movie Show!

The World Just Got Better




