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People just go to college to
waste time like you did.
Look at all those statistics
that tell us a majority of
graduates end up doing
something outside of their
degree within five years of

I graduating.
I Imagine, spending all

mJl that time learning about
; something only to change
horses in mid-strea- m and
go into something else. My
time is more valuable than
that.

Today's world is filled .

with uncertainty, especial-
ly in the corporate world.
Job security is slowly being

jnishedevenonthecor- -
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porate level. A degree doesn't
guarantee you a job, Arthur,
but my union does.

All knowledge isn't strictly
from universities. I have a
degree from the University of
Life, and it serves me well.
Besides, colleges require many
classes that I'll never use. I
said in high school that I'd
never use algebra, and except
as a graduation requirement
for college, I never will.

I mentioned earlier that
money in my pocket is worth
more to me than possible in-

come from a graduate-lev- el job
that may or may not exist from
one day to the next. Beyond
that, I'll save a bundle in tu-
ition; money that youH still be
paying back five years from
now. IfI take out a loan, itH be
for a jet ski. No student loans
for me.

I did great at the gaming
school. My work there focused
on my work now, I made some
great friends and had a great
time. And it only took me one
year from start to finish. In
one year I started makingreal
money. Sure, my job may be a
little repetitive, but the up-
side is I don't have to think
much. Ileavemyworkatwork
without having to drag home
projects and proposals. That
means my life is my life, not
subject to the after-hour- s

whims ofmy boss. Ifyou think
I want to spend my off hours
making her look good, you're a
bigger schmoe than I thought,
Arthur.

My advice to would-b- e col-

lege graduates and incoming
freshmen is QUIT NOW. Go
to trade school and get on with
your life. Ask yourself, "Am I
on my agenda, or my parents?"

Arthur
You call me a "college

boy," Otis, but don't forget
that today's college boys are
tomorrow's Good 01 Boys.
And like it or not, the world
today and far into the fu-

ture still runs by the "pat on
the backsystem." Get a clue,
Otis, and get back into col-

lege! Don't you think there
are enough ignoramuses out
there eking out livings as
auto mechanics, blackjack
dealers, or schlepping food
for the better-educate- d in
pricey restaurants? Not
that those aren't valid ca-

reer fields, but why not be
at the top ofthose fields? In
college you could learn to
design cars as a mechanical
engineer, or manage casino
and food & beverage per-
sonnel throughhotel admin-
istration. Education is the
way to go, no doubt about it.

I know there are those
who claim that college
makes less sense for more
people in the '90's, due to
increased specialization in
the workplace, and recom-
mend trade or technical
school for larger numbers
of high school graduates.
That philosophy may be
true in avery general sense,
but I still maintain that as
individuals we all have
choices over the quality of
our lives, and with that, a
certain measure of control
over our destinies. If an in-

dividual has the right to
choose, why choose to be a
follower, instead of a lead-
er? Sure, there are those
not suited to leadership, but
don't forget; the cream ris- -

es. Choose to be cream. It's
better to be the one signing
the paychecks.

And Otis, along with posi-
tioning yourself in better job
and income markets, you of
all people should know that
advancement goes to those
with the degree. You've been
passed over so many times
you're almost a religious holi-
day. Companies the world over
value the sheepskin, even if
you don't, since it represents
more than just an investment
in education: it demonstrates
a willingness to expose your-
self to new ideas. It shows
that you will follow through
and finish something that re-
quires planning and effort. (By
the way, Otis, do you like the
way I finished your halfofthis
article?) Further, a diploma
indicates that, at the very
least, you've been introduced
to the principles of critical
thinking. Trade and technical
school trainees are a dime a
dozen, but critical thinkers
with creative problem solving
skills, even recent graduates,
are worth their weight in gold.

And think about this, Otis,
if you can muster one more
brain cell: college graduates
not only comprise the bulk of
management and administra-
tion positions and move up
the corporate ladder more
quickly than non-graduate- s;

statistically they lead happi-
er, more well-adjust- ed lives.
The reason? No, not simply
because they have more dis-
cretionary income, but be-
cause through advanced edu-
cation they have the intellec-
tual capacity to enjoy life more.
Try getting exposure to the
Arts at the Las Vegas Gaming

and Technicalchool, or
instruction in the appreci-
ation of fine literature go-
ing to the University of Oz.
Today's students may
grouse at having to take
anthropology, but some-
day, (because they have the
money to travel to Austra-
lia) they will also have the ;

ability to get the most out
of Aboriginal culture. But
that's okay, Otis, you can
watch it on National Geo-

graphic Explorer.
Of all the advantages to ;

seeking a level of higher
learning commensurate
with higher goals, the op-
portunities for self-discove- ry

offered by the college
1

experience may outstrip
the rest in both immediate
and long-ter- m benefits.

Universities offer the
chance to stretch in new
directions, to plumb the
depths of abilities and tal-
ents otherwise dormant or
unrealized. J

Many people enter school
intending to train in one
field, only to find that their
passions and talents lure
them in totally unforeseen
directions. These are suc-
cess stories, as much as
those who have known 1

since they were five that I

they wanted to be a doctor,
lawyer, or microVioogat,
and finally follow through .

and become just that. J
. All things considered,
though, Otis, I'm not really I
sure that you would make
good college material. As
much as I would enjoy hav- - I

ing a worthy opponent for
this series of articles, I al- - J

ways enjoy a battle of wits I

with an unarmed man I

(Rightsf Passage
I WhatfTurmth- -

thing? It seems like our gener-
ation doesn't get it . We keep
looking to the 60's and 70's for
our culture instead of discov-

ering it for ourselves.
Don't get me wrong, the

past is the key to the future of

any generation, or else you
make the same mistakes. The
problem is that we're taking
in the parts that are face
value, like music , language,
and habits. The important top-

ics of ideology and enlighten-
ment seem to be lost among

Afros and bell bot-

toms. (I have to ad-

mit theAfros are cool,
I wish I could do it.)
Take growing your
hair long, that used
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to be a statement against the
conformity of authority. Now
it's done to look good for the
opposite sex.

Remember how your father
used to flashback at the din-

ner table? You hated it, the
same nonsense over and over.
The worst were the sports and
war stories. The pictures were
even more amusing, the
clothes were almost sad. You
swore you'd never make the
same mistake, now look at
you. Say hi to Mom and Dad .

Here we are facing the next
millenium and we don't have
a clue. Are we really slackers
like many would have us be-

lieve? I don't think so. In fact
, I think most of us work hard-

er than our parents did when
they were our age. It just
seems like we have nothing to
show for it. No uncontrollable
circumstances were thrown
upon us like past generations.
We don't have to go to war or
battle for human rights, at
least not on their level. We're
the first generation to have
complete freedom for the in-

dividual identity. No major
crisis binds us, nor does a
triumph strengthen us . Years
from now I don't think histo-
ry classes will spend more

than a few days on
the nineties .

Our generation
isn't the first to ques-
tion its identity. The
1920's are a testa

ment to this , and it eventual-
ly set the stage of history for
years to come. Gertrude Stein
called them a "Lost Genera-
tion," referring to Ernest Hem-
ingway and his cronies. That
was a time of self-discover-y.

History needs to take time
once in a while to question its
direction. That's what the 20's
were about, perhaps that's our
role as well.

Unfortunately, the years
following that decade almost
brought the world to it's knees
with simplified solutions re-

gardless of human conse-
quences. It's easy for us to
judge the past and lay judg-
ment; we weren't there. What
if times were rough and we
were forced into a question-
able destiny? The Nazis' uti-
lized this concept to mobilize
its factions and create a need
for power and a hatred for an
entire race. It's when times
seem most tranquil that men-
tality is susceptible to weak-

ness.
I went through a right of

passage Vegas style, asWCST-e-r.

When you first start as a
dealer you have to work down-
town. That's the only place
that will hire you, unless you
have juice to get on the strip.

Those of you who have been
downtown realize what it's
like. And I happened to work
at the worst spot downtown,
the Western. Degenerates con-

stantly tried to cheat and bust
your chops. Most people quit
in a few days because it was so
bad. Those who stayed be-

came better dealers and .

learned how to deal with these
situations. Staying set the
foundation and work ethic that !

helps me to this day. Dealers
respect you more if you were
downtown, and consequently,
the better dealers have been
downtown at some point in

The point of that little ti- - j'

rade is that the more difficult '

option can strengthen you. I
learned more than just deal- -

ing from that experience: it '

built up my character and self
--esteem. These qualities will
help me throughout my years.

Plus I learned a slew of ;

dirty words to use in conver-
sation.

Our generation may seem
untested, but eventually his-

tory will be thrust upon us;
our mark has yet to be made. '

Don't accept answers just for
the sake ofhaving them: that's
as bad as not knowing the
questions. We learn from fail- - j

ing, and that is a part of life. I
may be young but this is a
universal truth: better to re-

gret something you have done
than something you haven't .
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