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OPINION 5

Explosion Raises Questions about Ourselves

F aceless cowards.
Thetragedyin Okla-

Moderately
Speaking

sponsibility as enter-
tainer or reporter and
cradle some wisdom as

homa City raises many D to what tray i

; AVID wnat we portray in
questions about the our movies and selec-
state of our nation. All KANAAN tive news. I'm not say-

of us have been horri-

fied at the grotesque images of
the senseless disaster and our
image of the unseathable heart-
land has been shattered.

Fhe first issue to come to mind
ishow can anyoneconvince them-
selves that by blowing up a Fed-
eral building, full of women and
children, any reasonable bit of
progress can be accomplished?

Such a sinister plot could only
bring additional hostile action
against the perpetrator, and
whatever cause they stood for.
The arrogance and violence of
this action makes one question
the increasing portrayal of vio-
lence in our news, movies and
games, Have we become so de-
sensitized that pockets of our
ownsociety could commitacrime
so unthinkable and heartless?

We must examine our own re-

The Lighter Side...

ing thatour own televi-
sion and news provided the fuel
for these incidents, but it cer-
tainly didn’t condone peace. We
have to analyze why something
like this is happening in our
world, and whatcauses people to
feel so betrayed by our govern-
ment as to do something so in-
sane.

The Arab enigma.

The scene was a call-in talk
show on a news network. The
players were the usual, a media-
tor, as well as a psychologist tak-
ing calls on the bombing. An in-
nocent voice made sure her call
got through to the show by re-
peating ‘Hello’ many times, and
she finally started to speak,

“... you know , I just can’t be-
lieve this happened,” her voice
quivered, “.. I mean at first 1
thought it was the Muslims, but

when [ found out it was white
people, I hean Americans, [ just
couldn't believe it."

The psychologist, holding back
tears himself, answered, “I
couldn't agree with you more.”

This incident was one of many
that instantly looked to blame
‘Arab groups or, at least, point
out that horrificacts such as this
could only be committed by Mus-
lims." Understanding that a lot
of press has been given to bomb-
ings in the Middle East by ter-
rorist groups there, I still can’t
believe how an entire people, the
Arabs, are blamed as the natu-
rally inclined terrorist. Even as
the FBI were showing sketches
of the white male suspects, a
chorus of reporters asked over
and over, “Were they Muslim?”
or “Are you sure they're not Ar-
abs?” despite evidence pointing
towards an American group, such
as the anniversaryof the Branch
Davidianexplosionin Waco, Tex,

Let mesetsomething straight.
[ was raised in a Muslim house-
hold, as were many other Amer-

icans. Nowhere in any form of
the religion does it condone kill-
ing innocent people. Believeit or
not, the vast majority of Mus-
lims and Arabs, in the statesand
overseas, have only sadness and
disgust at the acts of these ter-
rorist groups.

Unfortunately most of the
United States does not see this
element as often Arabs are por-
trayed as the heartless terrorist
and antagonist on film and in
the news,

Can you think of one movie, or
news feature thatonly portrayed
Arabs in a positive light?

The sad thing is that for years
the Arabs and Muslims have
been victims to similar bomb-
ingsand terrorism, They toohave
seen mothers, daughters and
infants die for what seemed to be
senselessreasons. These acts aré
done by cowards who misuse re-
ligion as a powerful tool of hate
and revenge, and do not repre-
sent the will of their own people.
Saying that these groups repre-
sent the Arabs in general would

Some-where, Out-there

be akin to saying that neo-Nazi
groups represented all Ameri-
cans.

Go get ‘em, Bill.

Our President and Attorney
General seem to be handling
things tough, and that is impor-
tant. We have to show the world
that America won'tstand for this.
The apprehension of the crimi-
nals and their swift trial and
death (be it in prison, or other-
wise) is imperative. We can’t let
thisdisaster, or the disasterslike
that at the World Trade center
disaster, become common place.

We must remember this trag-
edyand the painitcreated. Hope-
fully it will make our own nation
think twice aboutour own bomb-
ing and our role as world police-
man.

If one associates with rotten
fish he is bound to stink himself.
Is it really worth it if we bring
home their violence and pain?

—David Kanaan is
an opinion columnist

at The Rebel Yell.

By Gene Redden
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I said show the finger O.J,, not give it to them!!!

Even If Aquitted, O.J. Won’t be Free

any have called the 0.J.
Simpson case “the trial of
the century.” [ call it the mur-

Guest

Commentary

Perhaps Faye Resnick, Nicole
Simpson’s “friend” and current
best-selling author of a sleazy

der case that just keeps killing. CARL book about Nicole was in a “dead
0.J. Simpson probably .wﬂ] ROWAN end” life before this trial, but
neverbeexecutediffoundguilty. _SUWAN __ courtroom claims about her use

But even if the jury acquits him

oris hung, Simpson will emerge damaged
beyond repair. He will be broke, and a
pariah in the worlds of sports endorse-
ments, broadcasting and movies — which
made him rich and famous before the
brutally slashed bodies of his wife Nicole
and her friend Ron Goldman were found.

Mark Fuhrman, the detective who al-
legedly found the blood on Simpson’s Ford
Bronco and the “bloody glove” on Simp-
son’s property, might find his future fa-
tally circumscribed. Despite the view of
some that Fuhrman has won a courtroom
duel with F. Lee Bailey, Fuhrman might
have dug himselfinto a black pit of perju-
ry when he testified flatly that he had not
used the word “nigger” during the last 10
years, or that racism and hatred of ro-
mances between black men and white
women never influenced his police work.

The whole Los Angeles law-enforce-
ment establishment has been dealt some
crushing, if not mortal, blows by evidence
of sloppy, suspicious work thatis likely to
leave millions of people believing it has
engaged in a tunnel-vision effort to con-
viet Simpson.

Millions of Americans are lashing trial
Judge Lance Ito as a weakling who toler-
ates a circus, and as a former prosecutor
with a policewoman wife who blinks at
atrocious police and prosecutorial activi-
ty. Appeals courts will decide whether Ito
“got killed” professionally by this trial.

of drugs and her overall level of
morality and credibility could cause her
to wish she were dead.

Then there’s the dogged prosecutor,
Mareia Clark, victim of the angerof an ex-
husband who accuses her of child neglect
because she is working so desperately to
win a conviction in the most publicized
murder trial in history. Not only could
she lose sole custody of their children, but
she has become the target of trigger-
tongued right-wingers who say a wom-
an’s place is with her children and her
cooking pots.

And how pathetic the symbol of the
living dead, attorney Robert Shapiro, who
sits through every trial moment like a
zombie. He manages only an occasional
show of life, as when he undercut Bailey
and told the news media that the issue of
race should never have been injected into
the defense.

Lastly, let me say that this case has
become a daggerin the heartof the Amer-
ican media — the supermarket tabloids,
the New York tabloids, the dailies that
supposedly ponder what’s “fit to print,”
the television stations and networks that
rush to spread every ramor and innuen-
do. The media offenders won't die, but
those who value press freedoms and pro-
tections tremble from an overdose of irre-
sponsible behavior.
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