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The Rebel Pell

Pieces to
the Puzzle

New UNLV basketball
coach Bill Bayno hasbeen
left with an unenviable
task — rebuild the Run-
nin’ Rebels — now, if not
sooner.
¢ That's the way things
are herein Sin City. Medi-
‘ocrity is not something to
- be tolerated — not when
" UNLV hoops is invalved.
Just

A Rebel's
View

SEAN
DEFRANK

h’.' 80, with the spring sign-
!Ii- . M iod ready to kick off
SR 12, speed and effi-
ciency was necessary to

finding the pieces to the
puzzle.

And there were many

mlto be found. Daddy
ity had already left the
~ | Rebels’ cupboard bare be-
| forehisswift and welcome
departure in October, leav-
mGrgunchJustnme
cholarship players for last
season — one reason for
the squad's 12-16 record.

Now, with the depar-
tures of Reggie Manuel,
Patrick Savoy and Mike
Curtis to graduation, and
| theenigmatic Kebu Stew-

artpresumed tobe no long-

er wanted by teammates
. or Bayno, impact players
| are even more of a com-

* modity.

Bayno seems to have
- found a few.
' Besides lack of depth,
| the Rebels glaring weak-
' ness last season was the
lack of a true point guard.
" Bayno quickly filled that
void by signing Dixie
(Utah) College guard
- Chancellor Davis.
Davis, a 1993 graduate
- of Cheyenne High School
in Las Vegas, averaged
10.5 points, 7.9 assists and
3.1 rebounds for Dixie last
season. The 5-foot-8, 170-
- pound Davis will join
former high school team-
mates Damian Smith and
Wes Reed on next year’s
squad. Davis played with
the two Rebels at Chapar-
ral before transferring to
Cheyenne.

UNLV also received an
official commitment from
Westchester (Calif.) High
School’s Ben Sanders Mon-
day. Sanders (6-4, 185Ibs)
averaged 23.5 points, five
boards, four steals and
three assists last season,
and was named Los Ange-
les City Co-Player of the
Year.

Sanders will provide
depth at shooting guard
behind D. Smith and Jer-
maine “Sunshine” Smith,
and should be a key con-
tributor for the Rebels

Please see Rebel—18

Softball Sweeps the Deuce

BY MICHAEL MELISSA
STAFF REPORTER

Somebody turned the bats back
on for the UNLV softball team
against Long Beach State
Wednesday.

After struggling against the
Lady49ers Saturday, scoring five
runsinadoubleheader, the Lady
Rebels exploded for 11 on their
own turf.

With the sweep, the No. 5 Lady
Rebels moved their record to 34-
12 overall, 17-5 in the Big West.

A pleased coach Shan Me-
Donald expressed her pleasure
with the team's performancein a
team meeting after the game.

“We played good,” McDonald
said. “We hit the ball well. The
enthusiasm is good, defense was
strong. and the pitching was

Therunsrolled in early for the
Lady Rebels in the first game.
Right fielder Ronnie Salcido
started offby walking, then came
home when shortstop Kim Ron-
dina doubled her in. It was Ron-
dina’s 19th double of the season,
and her seventh hit in eight at
bats. She finished the game 3-4
with two doubles, two RBIs and
two runs scored.

“I'vebeen really selective with
pitches lately,” Rondina said. “I
have been seeing the ball well,
and have become more patient
at the plate.”

The scoring continued in the
third inning when center fielder
Sara Mallett stepped intoa pitch
and knocked it out of the park.

The two-run shot was her fifth of
the year, and scored Rondina who
had doubled.

Third baseman Andrea Balan-
dran added some spark to the
offense as well, in the fifth, when
she pulled a pitch over the left-
field wall. It was her fourth of
theseason.Shefinished 2-3 with
an kBl and a run scored,

Pitcher Amie Stewart went the
distance in the 5-0 victory. It was
her 19th win of the season. She
allowed three hits, struck out
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Sophomore Kim Rondina rounds the bases in celebration of
center fielder Sara Mallett's two-run homer Wednesday.

four and walked one in another
good outing.

Teresa Branch got the start in
the second game. She went 5 2/3
innings, playing through a sore

hip, and struck out three on the
way to her 14th win this season.
The Lady Rebels jumped on

Please see Deuce—19

BY MICHAEL MELISSA
STAFF REPORTER

ball team have to play two
tough Big West opponents,
they also had to play against
the wind.

With gusts coming in from
leftfield against Long Beach
State, the Lady Rebels com-
mitted seven errorsinthe two-
game split,

“Iwas disappointed with the
split,” coach Shan McDonald

Lady Rebels Split a Pair

Not only did the UNLV soft-

said. “We have more talent
than both them. We gave
(LBsU) every run. We have
been mishandling the balls,
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and we're trying to take care ’

of that. It’s not really a prob-
lem, and it is easy to fix.”
The Lady Rebels played an
extra frame for the 4-1 win in
the first half of the double-
header. Pitcher Amie Stew-
art went the distance for her
17th win of the season, allow-

Please see Split—17

Clash with
the Titans

BY KEVIN C. LEWIS
STAFF REPORTER

The UNLV baseball team
was only three outs away
from rattling the nation's
top-ranked team before di-
saster struck, sending the
Rebels on their way to be-
ing swept for the first time
this season, 8-7, 9-4 and
18-4. at Wilson Field.

Thursday's opening
game was suspended in the
middle of the sixth inning,
due to winds that wereover
50 mph, with the Hustlin’
Rebels trailing 6-4. The fol-
lowing day UNLY took a 7-6
lead into the ninth before
watching the Titans battle
back to win 8-7 on an RBI
groundout and run-scoring
single. The loss went to
Erik Oliver (3-2).

“Ifwe win thefirstgame,
it changes the complexity
of the series,” Rebel coach
Fred Dallimore said. “In-
stead, we let them put some
heat on us because we
showed up with no confi-
dence and thatcarriedinto
Saturday’s game,

“Pitching is directly re-
lated to defense, which 1
explained to our guys. Our
pitchers have to have con-
fidence in the team’s de-

fense so they don’t think
they have to strike out ev-
erybody.”
What also got under the
’ coach’s collar was the six
errorsand the 10 unearned
runs from the Rebels in
the series, which the Ti-
tans (35-6, 10-2 in the Big
West) certainly didn't
need, especially in Satur-
day's 18-4 rout.
InFriday’s 9-4 loss, third

Please see Titan—16

BY CHRIS JONES
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Youmaynotknow hisname,
but chances are if you've ever
attended a UNLvV Hustlin’
Rebels' game you know his
voice.

Scott Robbs hashandled the
public address duties for UNLV
baseball since the opening of
Earl E. Wilson Stadium in the
spring of 1994. And while the
job here in Las Vegas may be
a long way from working the
airwaves of a certain major
university near his home in
Honolulu, Hawaii, at this time
the 28-year-old Robbs
wouldn't have it any other
way.

Robbs firstgained exposure
to college sports by spending
time as a young child at work
with his father Don in their
native Hawaii. While the
name Don Robbs might not
ring a bell with many in the
mainland United States, most
Hawaiians would instantly
recognize it as that of the ra-
dio voice of many sports at the
University of Hawaii.

The elder Robbs has
amassed many credentials in
the Aloha State, including
becoming the first college
baseball broadcaster to cover

On His Own Terms

over 1,000 games on-airin his 18
years of working with the team,
which doesn’t always make
things easy for his son.

“My whole life, I've been sur-
rounded by college athletics,”
Robbs said. “I'm an aficionadoof
all college sports. I can remem-
ber going to games as a three-
year-old and eating lunch with
(ABC Sports announcer) Al
Michaels. I've literally grown up
around sports, and my dad is
very well known throughout the
state.”

But to grow up completely,
Scott said he found it necessary
to step out of his father’s shad-
ow,

“My father has done it all in
Hawaii, andif  wanted to I could
use his connections to get myself
ahead,” Robbs said. “But [ don’t
think it would be the best thing
for me to do, and I don't want to
be known for riding coattails, so
Ileftto try tomake a name onmy
own.”

To do so, he took an unusual
path. Robbs joined the Army in
1985 and soon after found him-
selfin an area as different asone
could possibly find from the palm
tree and beach-laden Hawaii: the
Czechoslovakian/West Germany
border.

Being along a Communist bor-
der during the Cold War for a

period of two years did not pro-
duce any exciting stories howev-
er, Robbs is thankful that the
onlymemorable partsofhisstint
in Europe as a communication
specialist were dealing with a
few defecting soldiers who made
their way into his patrol area.

“I don’t want any great war
stories to remember,” Robbgsaid.
“I'm glad nothing ever happened
while I was there,”

Robbs left the Army in 1988
and made his way back to Hono-
lulu. He found work at radio sta-
tion KU and handled a variety of
duties including play-by-play of

PHOTO BY HYUN-HO HAN
Scott Robbs is in the midst of his second season as the UNLV
baseball public address announcer.

women’s basketball, volley-
ball and softball at U of H, as
well as producing and host-
ing amorningdrive-time talk
show.

And while many would be
satisfied handling the broad-
cast duties of threeofthe most
popular sports in that area,
Robbs still felt as though he
wasn't trying hard enough to
establish himself on his own.

“It was like | had never
left,” Robbs said. “I still felt
that would never be able to

Please see Robbs—16




